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u men to the confideration of 
82 the great acknowledged 
pPrimciples of religion, can- 
not be unſeaſonable. And when it is 
every man's concern, the meaneſt, and 
| | weakeſt endequours may. be of ſome 
| uſe. The ſubjects of the following 

reflections are 10 of that kind, ne- 
ceſſary to be attended to, by all "ſorts 

of perſons ; and ſo cannot be too f- 1 

ten preſt, though in Eren mar. Þ 1:10 

ners. 3 9 
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To the READ ER. 
The uſefulneſs of the ſubject mat- 


ter, and the ſmalineſs of the bulk, are 


two things which are wont to recom- 
mend a book to moſt readers: for 


' tohich reaſon, J may hope, this will 
be read by ſeveral, who ſuffer much 


better (becauſe bigger) books to the ty 
' them neglected. Some may peſſibiy 
give it Ne reading, as à new-years- 
gift. And whoever ſhall be ſo far 
perſuaded by it, as to ſet apart ſome 
time in the beginning of the year, for 
ſelf. examination, confeſſion of fin, \ 


repentance, thankſgiving, and folemin | 


' renewal of their covenant with God, 
(which ſeveral of theſe reflection, 
may not only excite to, but are intend- 
ed to direct and affiſt him in ), Tam 
perſuaded. he will thank me for put- 


ting him in mind (at kaſt) of ſo ſe- 
ſonable an exerciſe. The greateſt part 


of theſe meditations were begun on 
| a new-year's-day, though ſome others 
are thought fit to be inſerted, as 

"tending to promote the ſame defi on.) 
But knowing Dow much eaſter it is fo 


fiir 


tained: 
to be, and do, and doth ſeriouſly en- 
f deavour, rather than what he is, and 
| hath been; heartily lamenting where- : 
in he hath been faulty, or defeftive in 

ſuch duties as theſe, and the like re- 

 flefttons do oblige to, and enforce up- 
on all, who ſhall read them, = 


therefore much more upon himſelf. — 


To the REA DE R. 


flir uþ other mens devotion, than to 
command and keep alive my own ; \ 


it is deſired, that the moſt devout 
thoughts contained in theſe papers, 


may 15 looked upon as what the au- 


bor aims at, and would perſuade to, 
rather than what he hath already at- 
as what he knows he ought 


That they were penned at ſeveral 


times, and in occaſional retirements. 
for 2 ritual exerciſes, will, with the 


difference of the ſubjets, be a ſuſfi- 


cient excuſe, that ſome are larger, 


and others ſhorter, and that the ſtyle 
7s in ſome places more neglected than 
in others. If 1 may hereby render 
any ſervice t the ſouls of men, if 
any ſecure finner, any feif-deceiving 
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ſerious chriſtian's devotion be quick- 


ned and advanced, I bope God will 


To the RE A b R R. 
bypocrite be hereby awakened, or any 


accept it. To his bleſſing J pumbly 
recommend it, for thoſe ends. 
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07 the changeable Nate, and Hort A 


of earthly things 3 eſpecially of man, how 


litile it is conſidered and believed; E bow 
neceſſary it ſhould 2 


> HENI canker that yeſterday _ 


and that! am now entered on a- 


on utabls condition, ad - 
Hort duration of all things, in this world, 
which are meaſured by time. That as * 
have their beginning, ſo they have their end. 
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8 Serious REFLECTIONS 


and that the diſtance, or ſpace of time be- 

tween the one and the other is very little. 
Let me not then, O my ſoul! rejoice and 
. pleaſe myſelf too much in new enjoyments, 


remembring a change may be at hand, and 
the end is certain, „5 

Many who were rich and flouriſhing the 
laſt year, may be reduced to poverty, and 


deep diſtreſs, before the end of this : \who 
are now in a capacity to relieve others, with- 
in a few months, or a ſhorter ſpace, may 


be objects of other mens charity. The thing 


which hath been, is that which may be : 


and that which hath been ſeen in one year, 


may happen in another ; ſo eaſily, ſo quick- 


ly may a change be made | | Riches may 


_ unexpectedly cbange their owners, and bor- 


row wings of a thouſand accidents, where- 


with to fly to heaven for a new diſpoſal. - 
* They therefore who poſſeſs, ſhould be as 
if they poſſeſſed not; for the faſhion of 


this world paſſeth away. / Innumerable 


caſualties may effect that change, which 


no human art or ſkill can poſſibly foreſee, 
or/hinder. Afflictive unexpected evils at- 


tend us every where: we cannot promiſe our- 


ſelves tranquillity for a day, much leſs one 


year to come, } They lay in wait for us on 
every ſide, enter at every crevice, and com- 
monly overtake us, when we are leaſt apre- 
henſive of their approach. + Man that is 
born of a woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble : he cometh up as A flawer, and is 


cut 


— 
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cut down; fleeth as a ſhadow and continueth 


not. W hat then are riches, beauty, ſtrength, 
and honour, the accidents of this fulflance, 
which is itſelf but a ſhadow ! - 

How falſe is the hope of man, and how 
frail is all his glory! one day can make an 
end of all his riches and honours :| and yet 
what ſolicitude, care, and labour, to get what 
we deſire of theſe things, (tho' often we do 


not need 'em) and then to eb what we have 
| gotten, and then to encreaſe it, and then to 


defend it, and at laſt to enjoy it, and in a mo- 


ment it is ſnatched from us, or we from it. 


| His Life is but a vapor, on which they all 


depend; then how much leſs are they? To 
how. ſpeedy an alteration are they ſubject! 


| what numberleſs inſtances of this doth one 
|, year's experience furniſh | what ſadning diſap- 
pointments, and unexpected calamities have 


befallen many ſince this day twelve- month! 
and multitudes who are now at eaſe, and 
think their mountains too ſtrong to be re- 
moved, ſhall meet with ſharper tryals before 


the end of this year, F"Alas ! how few con- 
till they find it ſo! All 


ſider or believe it, 


men ſhould count upon trouble and diſap- 


| 


pointment, ſuffering and ſorrow in this world; 


and he that hath the leaſt ſhare, is Fee ee 


the moſt proſperous man; and yet he knows 
not how ſoon his portion may be doubled. 


We reckon our joys by the abſence of ſome 


degrees of ſorrow and calamity that others 


meet with; and before the end of this year, 
our r condition may beas diſconſolate as theirs. 


vm 
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tho' I cannot, I dare not, deny it; yet how 


undervalue the intereſt of a ſhort, a muta- 
ble, uncertain, and troubleſome liſe, in com- 
| pariſon of the permanent poſſeſſion of an e- 
; verlaſting good ! tho? I know, that what is 
earthly and temporal muſt needs be thus 
changeable and fading; and that it is as true 
of man himſelf, as of any thing under the 
ſun; yet how do I forget what man is] not 
only mutable in his fate, his body, and his 
life, but in his mind too, fo as to love and 
hate, to chuſe and neglect, to delight in, and 
abhor ſuch things at one time, as he did not 
before. He doth not paſs the ſame judgment, 
nor retain the ſame fections at one time, as 
at another. How do I live, as if all this 
were as certainly falſe, as it is unqueſtion- 
ably true ? Admire, love, fear, truſt in 
man, as if he were the direct contrary to 
what he is, and ſeek for immortality upon 
5 Jeenth, and act as if I were aſſured of it, and 
were not liable to any change; though I ac- 
knowledge and know the contrary. Though 
the laſt year's experience, and the obſerva- 


grave atteſt it; though all mankind, in every 
gage, have found it ſo; though it be a manifeſt 
TE Tape truth, legible i in the various chan- 
ges and calamities; but eſpecially in the 

duſt and aſhes of all who lived before us, 
(our graves being often. made of our prede- 
ceſlor's 
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O my ſoul! tho' I know this to be true; 


difficult is it to conquer the love of this world, 
and of this body, to that degree I ought ! to 
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tion of every day, doth convince me of it; 
though all hiſtory, and all the records of the 


& a” . 


ceffor* s duſt, and the earth we bury in hav- 


Ing once bean living) yet how little is it be- 


lieved, how ſeldom conſidered! the confir- 
mation of it which one year gives us, hath 
little influence on our hearts or lives, with 
reſpect to the next. We ought, therefore, 
to accuſtom ourſelves to theſe thoughts, be- 
fore ſuch ine, bp ſhall e're long. ſucceed, 


| They will be leſs efficacious, if never admit- 
ted till our minds are oppreſt and feebled by 


the weight of affliction. We ſhall hen want 
the vigour of reaſon, which ſhould co-ope- 


rate with the remedy ; and which, if uſed 
before-hand, would help to ſupport and ſtay 


our minds, "under all ſubſequent revolutions. 
For thoſe conſiderations may be able to fix 


and ſtay our minds under changes, that may | 


not be ſufficient to recover, and raiſe our ſpi- 


Tits after they are dejected and fallen. 
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Of the change ! in mens inclinations, opini- 
ons, and actions, which one year ſhews ; 
how obſervable it is in others; how much 


more diſcernible in ourſelves. Honour 
and reputation, &c, how uncertainly rb 


| ſerved and how eafþ ly blaſted, 


WW HATa diſcovery doth one year make 
of the mutability of man, not only 


of his outward condition, but of the man 
1 5 5 his temper, his W his in- 


clina- 


|. » 
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clinations, his averſions, &:. He abideth 
not at one flay ; every breath of wind turns 


| 


\ 


him to another ſhape. We deſpiſe 1% day, 
that which we admired yefterday ;\ and to 


morrow hate the object of our preſent love. 


We begin friendſhips, and cancel them on 
flight occaſions; and a mortal enmity often 


ſucceeds to a tender affection: the very per- 


ſons, who are in one year our darling Friends, 


4 


and poſſibly deſerved to be ſo, may yet be 


open enemies the next, and ſeek our ruin,” 


Lord] what is A How 5 deceitful and 


a K ; and we are equally ignorant concern- 


g ourſelves, till an hour of temptation. * 


How patiently do we think we could bear af- 


ictions till we feel them! [ how partial and 
miſtaken a judgment do we make of our 
wiſdom and ſtrength, in reference to the fu- 


ture] we counſel others to ſubmiſſion and 
reſignation in the moſt difficult trials, and 
wonder they complain ſo loud; when we 
ourſelves deſpond, and fink under half their 


burthen; and ſend up our impatient mur- 
murs to heaven, when God thinks fit to 


prove us by a higher ſtroke. We cenſure and 


mutable the heart of man ! we know not 
What other men are, or will prove to be till 


condemn others, who are in an higher ſta- 


bad as they. They who were reputed hum- 
ble, temperate, and religious, when they 
have been exalted higher, become proud, 


tion, and are call'd to more difficult work than 
we; when by a little advancement, and the 
like temptation, we diſcover that we are 46 


ſenſual, and * q Had ſome been bo ö 
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a twelve-month ſince, what now they are, 


and ſpeak, and act, they would have made 


Hazael's anſwer, Am J dog, that I ſhould 


ds this? A change in the public affairs of 
the ate, and by that means of particu- 


lar intereſis, or ſome alteration of our own 
private circumſtances, (calling us to new du- 
ties, and expoling us to new temptations) - 


diſcovers us more to ourſelves, and to other 
men, than was expected, and proves us to 


be very different from what we appeared 


to be. 
Such a change, for inflince; as from bo- 


| werty to riches, from fichneſs to health, frora 


obſcurity to honour, from privacy to a 


public charge, &c, or on the contrary. 
Men cannot bear the weight of temporal 


happineſs, but riches and honours make us 


N to be other men than before we ſeemed to 
be. How weak a thing is man! that can 


not carry his own wiſhes, without falling 


under them: that cannot proſper in his de- 
ſigns, without being changed in the temper 


of his mind, upon every ſucceſs. So true 


is it, that Man in honour is like the beaſt 
that periſheth ; and changed ordinarily for 


the worſe, as to ferious religion, May we 
not fear, that ſome who a year fince dared 


not live a day in the neglect of cloſet and 


tamily devotion, do now omit it, for many 
days and weeks together? / and that ſome, 


who once were careful to improve the whole 
ſabbath to religious purpoſes, now place the 


whole of their religion in attending the pub- 


lic worſhip, and think it enough, not for 
B 


that 
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that day only, but for the whole Wel, Un- 
der the afflicting hand of God, for ſome 
apprehenſions of an approaching change, or 
ſenſe of guilt upon great tranſgreſſions, 


the convictions of fin are lively, conſcience 


is ſenſible and awake, affeftons warm, re- 
ſolutions ſtrong, & c. But alas ! how ſoon 
doth the caſe alter ! our ſpirits cool, our zeal 


abates, our good purpoſes untwiſt and die, 
and come to nothing, By degrees we return 
to folly, and boldly venture on that fin we 
lately trembled at. Through the want of 
continued ſmart afflictions, © or of a ſerious 


_ awakening mini/try, and friendly faithful ad- 


. a4 


monition ; or through the temptation of 


jyain company, and the remaining power of 
freſhly lujts. So that we fallify our moſt ſa- 
cred promiſes and reſolutions, violate our 


holy vows, cancel the bonds of God upon 


us, ſuffer the devil to re-enter, and prevail 


again, to take poſſeſſion of our hearts, and 
yield ourſelves an eaſy prey to his rempa- 


tions, till our latter end be worſe than our 


beginning. 
Oh what a-change doth one year lee. us 


ſee in perſons, as well as things! in ourſelves, 


as well as other men! And as it is with man 


himſelf, ſo with every thing that he values 
himſelf upon, or for which he is eſteemed 


by others; and even his efteem and reputa- 


tion is alſo changeable and uncertain, Not 


to inſtance in riches, but in what is nobler, 


learning, and the improvements of the mind 
by ſtudy; how ſoon may the violence of a 


fas. diſturb or b Kupily the brain to that 


degree, 


ball come after, Eccleſ. i. II. 
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degree; as ſhall reduce the greateſt /cholar 


to the pitied condition of a fool in Bedlam? © 


and where is his reputation and renown, 
in ſuch a caſe? But much leſs than that 
will blaſt the faireſt reputation, with the 
far greateſt part of the world : it may be 


loſt by unwary miſtakes, by falſe reports, by 


envy and malice, . by the ſubtle hatred of 
enemies, or by the weakneſs and credulity 
of friends, (who will» liſten to every back- 
biter's ſtory) or by one or two indiſcretions 
of the man himſelf; and no man can be 
certain to ſecure bis reputation ; whilſt he 
lives, much leſs after he is dead. Who can 
content a men, however he live ? And 


who is well ſpoken of by all when he is 
dead? Who is ſo eſteemed, that ſome do 
not deſpiſe him? The wiſeſt conduct can- 


not hinder, but ſome will judge 1 and 
amiſs. 


How vain and faulty i s an ambition to be 
talked of after we are dead, which will be 
but by very few, and that very differently, 
and but for a little while; There is no 
remembrance of former things, neither ſhall | 


there be of things to come, with theſe that 
For how 
little a while do the proudeſt monuments 
laſt, that are ſet over the rotten fleſh and 


bones of many, to 1 their memory? — 


God hath promiſed, it is true, that 1% 


rigbteous ſhall be . in everlaſting re- 
membrance; but it muſt be underſtood ſo. 


far only, as the frame and ſtate of this world, 
and the revolutions and viciſſitudes of time 
B 2 3 vil 
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will permit. But what good can it do us, 
| farther than the intereſt of God's glory, and 
the good of others is concerned in it? The 


! | bleſfed will not need it, and the damned 
1 have no advantage by it: and no endeayours 
| can be certain of ſucceſs: for people will 
= 


talk of us as they. pleaſe ; and their opini- 
ons very often charige from one extreme to 
the other: but he who hath the loudeſt 
fame, ſhall only be talked of à little longer 
than his neighbours ; and that by a few dy- 
ing men, that muſt themſelves be &er long 
forgotten. And how ſmall a part of the 
inhabited world is acquainted fo much as 


with the name of the greateſt of men in Eu- ſay 
j! rope? And how different and contrary are me 
= men's opinions and diſcourſes of them, where for 
they are known and talked of? And how g my 

1 many holy, excellent perſons are buried in 1 mz 
| oblivion, or miſ-repreſented as unworthy to the 
4 live on earth, whoſe names will be found I hat 
if in the book of life? Our /ife is yet as muta- t- the 
ble, and uncertain as any of theirs. The 1 
| time is haſtening, when we ſhall be 4% old per 
to live, but at any time we are old enouch MM pu 

to die. Our breath is in our noſtrils; and yez 

though there be room enough for it to go out, aw 

we have no aſſurance that we ſhall have pow- the 


er to draw it in again. del 
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Of the uncertainty of living to the mi 


of another year. The vanity of this life: 


the ſwiftneſs of time, and how to be im- 
proved, | 


| Now another year: but what aſ- 


ſurance have I to out-live it? I cannot 


| fay, how ſoon my ſovereign judge may call 
me hence, and ſummon me to appear be- 
fore his righteous bar. O let me not defer 
my neceſſary preparation for death, which 
may be nearer than I imagine! let me mind 


the great things ft, which are of abſo- 
lute neceſſity to be done, ſome time or o- 


ther before I die. This periſhing body which 


I have pampered and indulged, at the ex- 


pence of ſo much coſt and time, may be 
putrifying in a ſilent grave, before half this 


year be paſſed. Lord F bleſs this thought, to 


awaken my diligent endeavours to ſecure 


the bleſſedneſs of eternity! to mortify the 


deſire of great things for myſelf, in future 
years, by the conſidered poſhbility of dying 
before the end of zhis:\let me look into 


the graves of others, and conſider that this 


may quickly happen to me, and muſt ere 
long be my own caſe: let me think what 


this boch will ſhortly be, when it hath been 
lix or eight days ſeparated from my foul ; 


" — een 
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how vile? how loathſome? that I may de- 
ſpiſe the beauty, and be dead to the plea- 
ſures of the body, which ſo eaſily, ſo ſud- 
denly, ſo ſtrangely may be changed. \ For 


no glaſs is more brittle, no bubble more va- 


niſhing, no ice more diſſolving, no flower 


more fading, no fhadaw leſs ſubſtantial, no 


ſleep or dream more deceiving, no found 
more tranſient, nothing more vain and more 
uncertain than %, on which all other things 
in this world depend. My days are as nothing, 


faith Fob, though they laſted above two ages. 
"There is hardly any thing very frail and 


feeble, mutable and uncertain, but the Spi- 


rit of God in ſcripture ſets forth the vanzty 


of /ife by; as if he would teach us by it, 


from the light of every periſhing object, 
which our eyes behold, to reflect on our own 


mortality. We fleep every night, in the 


outer chambers of death: and in ſome diſ- 


eaſes /lcep, which is the image and picture 


of death, is taken away, to give place to 


the original, and make way for death. . And 


every year, every week, every day, are we 


haſtening to our final change ; ; which may 


_ overtake us e're we are aware. Every day 


we loſe ſome part of our lives; in our very 


growth from infancy to manhood, our life 
_ decreaſes, and grows leſs. Every pulſe and 
breath doth tell us, we are haſtening to the 


end of time, and calls upon us to difpatch 
our work, > 

If we conſider * tine, to be tha alice 

of mgtion, however it may ſeem to have 

three 

5 Dr. Donn's Darin, 
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three ſtations; poſt, preſent, and Future; 


the fir/? and laſt of theſe are not: (one is 
not now, and the other is not yet.) That 


which you call preſent, is not now the ſame 
it was, when you began to call it ſo in this 
line; before you found that word preſent, or 


the monoſyllable no, the preſent, and the 
not is paſt, If we conſider eternity, into 


that time never entered; eternity is not an 
everlaſting flux of time; but time is a ſhort 
parentheſis in a long period; and eternity 


had been the ſame, as it is, though time had 
never been, If we conſider not eternity, 
but perpetuity, which ſhall outlive time, and 


be-when ime ſhall be no more. What a mi- 


nute is the life of man to that ? How foon 
muſt it end ? 


Every word we ſpeak, is formed of that 
breath whereby we live; and we may not 


live to pronounce another ſentence, but the 


lamp of life may be extinguiſhed and blown 


out by a ſudden blaſt,” Every thing we do, 


carries away ſome ſands of our little glaſs of 
time ; and how little may remain ? or how 


ſoon may the glaſs be broken? Our ſouls 
are. in our bodies, as a little air incloſed in 


a thin bubble; how eaſily is that broken, 


and where are we? How many who are 
now alive, in health and vigour, who deli- 
berate on their meat and drink, and are cu- 
rious of air and exerciſe, to maintain them- 
ſelves in health, and pleaſe themſelves 
with the dream of years to come, ſhall 
never ſee another zew-years day? It may 


be not another month, or week, or mor- 
ro W: 


—— 
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row: Many have promiſed themſelves 
great things on the morrow, but died be- 
fore night: Jet me not ſay, I ſhall not die 
this day, when I may this hour; and it iS 
but once for all, 
death, by Ander trial. 


O 


« When I lie down 


« er, and fitter for work; but 1 know with- 
« al, I may riſe no more. And may not my 


©« name be on the roll of thoſe who ſhall 


c next be called, at leaſt fome time is 
« year © Let me not then neglect, or fool- 


« iſhly delay, my principal buſt neſs, to pro- 
vide againſt a change, which is inevitable, 


«but the time of it altogether doubtful. 


there is no amending an ill 


to fleep, I hope to riſe ſtronger and frefh- 


«© Ought not my firſt and chiefeſt care to be 


& he alone can be my happineſ- ; to his final 
judgment I am haſtening: 
8 give me ſupport and joy in a dying 
©£ hour: to his mercy I muſt truſt, when I 
4e leave this world, (and can have no advan- 
tage more by any thing in it;) that he 
ce may mercifully receive my ſoul at death, 
« and be my everlaſting portion, Do I 


«© know my life is thus vain and tranhent, 
and ſhal] I not ſeriouſly improve it to ſuch 
a purpoſe? Shall theſe thoughts leave no 


employed, to make my peace with God ? . 


his favour alone 


LE 


e impreſſion upon me? Do I breathe continu- 


& ally in this element of vanity, and yet 


forget where I am, and remain inſenſible 
4 of ſo near a change? Shall theſe thoughts | 
« paſs away as a vaniſhing cloud, and dif. : 


« till no ſoftening drops on my foul} ? } Shall 


* "he mute of death, which meets me e- 
8 2 
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very where, be only like an appearing 


Cc 


*© ghoſt or phantaſm, that ſtartles and ſcares 
a a little, but is preſently gone, and no more 


& conſidered? Oh! let me now remember 


ce to make God my friend, and ſecure an 
&« intereſt in his eternal mercy, while the 
« day laſts; yea, while my reaſon and un- 
« derſtanding are free, and not diſturbed 
« and clouded by fear and pain, and the 
4 diforders of the body, as commonly they 
© are in Achneſs, if God ſhould vouchſafe 
c me that warning, which yet I may not 
ce promiſe of mylelf to have, for 1 may be 
ce cut off by a ſudden ſtroke, before the end 
« of this year J now begin.” 

And how great and neceſſary a work have 


18 do in ſo hort and ſo uncertain a porti- 
Jon of time? Endleſs joy or miſery will be 
the conſequence of ſpending this preſent 


time. My ignorant foul muſt be inſtructed, 


| my carnal heart renewed, many falſe opini- 
ons muſt be unlearned, and ſinful cuſtoms 
changed, and powerful luſts mortified, and 
| ſtrong temptations overcome, and man 
graces to be obtained, exerciſed, ſtrengthe- 
ned and preſerved, to pleaſe and ſer ve, and 
glorify an holy, omnipreſent God, my ſo- 


vereign; and expreſs the thankfulneſs of 


my heart and life to Chriſt my Saviour, and 


is all this nothing? Is not all my little haſty 
time too little for ſuch a work? to prepare 


for a ſafe and comfortable death, in 1 order to 
a bleſled ne! ? 
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Se . ge- be - 
* S er. IV. 
Of the ſeeming difference between ſo many 


years paſt, and the ſame number © | 


years to come. 


H EN J look back on the precee- 


ding years of my life, how eaſily can 


I graſp them all at once? they are even as 


veſterday when it is paſt, But fo many years 
to come hath ſomething great and vaſt, 
which fills my thoughts, and affects my 
mind, after another manner. Such 1s the 
difference between pajt enjoyments, and 
the expectation of ſuture. Let me ſuppoſe 
the ſame term and duration of years, and yet 
bow different are my apprehenſions of what 
is paſt, and of what is yet 79 come! Things 
paſt by a remembrance of ſome remarkable 
paſſages, when they happened, ſeem to be 
\ preſent with me: but not knowing what may 


happen in the ſame number of years to come, 


T have nothing whereon to fix my thoughts. 
Or the reaſon of this difference may rather 
be, that men in this degenerate and neceſ- 
fitous ſtate (with unſatisfied deſires reaching 
after happineſs, and ſenſible, nothing pre- 


ſent can afford it, and knowing, by experi- 


ence, that nothing paſt could have done it) 
are eagerly deſirous of felicity; and be- 
| cauſe we Know not but what! is to come may 

pro- 
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procure it, we hope it will; which makes 
the time ſeem long, by reaſon of our expec- 


tation and deſire of good. Whereas the fore- 


ſight of evil, and the expectations of that, 
ſome years hence, makes the time rather 
ſeem ſhort, and near at hand: ſo many 
years, to come, in expectation and deſire of 
good, are long and tedious :\ſuch hipe de- 


ferred makes the heart fick, even though it is 


of that ſort, as muſt needs fail our expec- 


| tations. Po 


Prepare me, Lord for what thy unerring 
counſel ſhall pleaſe to order, as to the re- 
mainder of my time on earth; and ſuffer 


me not to count upon a great number of 
years to come, ſince this, for ought I know, 


may be my laſt: neither let me expect 


reſt and happineſs in this world, which 
nothing temporal can afford. / This is not 
the ſtate or ſeaſon, wherein, by any pro- 
miſe of God, I am encouraged to hope it, 
And if fifty or threeſcore years to come, be 
thought ſo great a matter, and really is ſo, 

as to our ſtay on earth; Oh! what ap- 
prehenſions ought I to admit concerning an 
endleſs everlaſting flate ' { eſpecially being 

as certain of the /atter, after death, as I 
am uncertain about the former ; whether 


ſo many years be yet to come before my 


death. Let me not hereafter be fo pre- 
polterous in my ſolicitude, cares, and fears, 
as to be anxious for to morrow, and yet be 
thoughtleſs of Oe — TS 


„Seer 
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The little portion of our time on earth con- 
federed, by a computation. of the life of 


man, from the number of years and hours, 


HINK, O my ſoul! how ſhort ie 
that life at longeſt, made up of years, 
and months, and days; ſuch little parts and 
yet in number few, Well therefore may it 
be expreſſed, as I find in Holy Writ, by 
years of number; that is, ſuch as may ſoon 
be numbered. When a few Years are come, 
faith Fob *, (or the years of number, 
as in the original) I ſhall go to the way, 
whence I ſhall not return. By the years 
, an hireling, which were not above three, 
Iſa. xvi. 14. we uſually compute threeſcore 
and ten years, to the life of man: Jet me 
ſuppoſe fourſcore, The bed with moſt em- 
ploys one half; and hardly one in thirty doth 
reach the age of ſeventy years. \ And ÞF 
they who live to ſuch an age, do yet 
complain how - ſoon it is done. Ignorant. 
childhood and heedleſs youth, and infirm 
old age, may be ſuppoſed to take up a 
third part of that time. In either of them 
very little of the great ends of life are 
anſwered. We ordivarily | begin to reckon 
on 


'* Fob. xvi. 12. Exel. xii. 16. Ia. x. 19, 
8 Winter "ATW Conference, o. 45 
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| | on our lives from our birth; whereas for 14 
2 good while after, we know not whether 
we are alive or no, but are beholding to - 
others to make the acconnt for us. When L 
we firſt come to the ſteady uſe of reaſon, 1 
or what we call the years of diſcretion; 
how few are there, but from the prejudices 
of education, from the corruption of hu- 
man nature, from the want of experience, 
from the infection of bad company, how 
few, I ſay, but ſpend their younger years 
| in thoſe things, which afterwards they are 
| |. aſhamed of, when experience hath taught 
hem the wiſdom of men? How great a part 
; | 


of our remaining time is taken up in the ne- 
ceſſities of nature, about food and raiment, 
| and in lawful cares, to ſupport the body? Si 
„ And how much more than needs, in pam | 
pering, dreſſing and adorning it Out of the 1 
; | ſmall remainder, how much is employed | 
in the concerns of a family, and near rela- | 
: tions, in particular callings, in neceſſary ci- 1 
vil buſineſs, and in getting, keping or im- i 
, { proving an eftate ? Beſides all the time that is 
ſpent in recreations, vitits, unprofitable diſ- 
courſe, impertinent thoughts, journeys, ſick- 
neſs, and innumerable other occaſions, ſome 
allowable, ſome unavoidable, and many 
needleſs? After this, how little time remains 
wherein to cultivate and improve our minds, 
by languages, arts and ſciences, or the Know- 
ledge of a trade, Cc. How little then after 
all, may we ſay, is left for the matters of 
| religion? for devotion to God, and ſerious 
preparation for another world iy pn MF on 0 
| Alas! 
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Alas] how ſmall a number of years ke 
up the life of man! and how ſmall a 
tion of that, is employed about the . E 
cipal buſineſs, for which we were born, and 
for which we live? We divide time into paſt, 
_ preſent and future: but the pa is not ours; 
the future is not yet, and the preſent now | Of 1 
is paſt, &'re the found be pronounced. And i 
yet this is all the time allotted us wherein 
to ſecure the bleſſedneſs of eternity, \ How 
many hours more of our little time might 
be improved than. commonly are by the beſt ? 
In every year there are 8775 hours: If we 
allow the greateſt half for ſleep and neceſ- 
fary attendance on the body, and take but 
4000 hours for our work and buſineſs of 
conſequence ; how poor an account can molt 
men give of all theſe 4000 hours in every 
; year? Not one hour in ſever, not one in ten, 
is ordinarily devoted to God, and the pur- 
poſes of religion, Should it not affect us, 
ſeriouſly to conſider this? eſpecially, if we 
remember, at what an uncertainty we are, 
how ſmall a number of days and hours do 
yet remain. This year, this month, this 
week, this day or hour, may be my 4. 
What an unſuſpected accident, or a ſudden 
diſeaſe may do, I know not: but this [ 
know, that there is ſcarce any thing that 
= hath not killed ſome body; an hair, a fea- 
ther, a vapour, a breath hath done it; and 
when the apoſtle James aſks the queſtion, 
I hat is your life ? He anſwers, It is even 
à vapour, that appeareth a little bel, and 
then vaniſheth aruay..— 
8 8 K c 1. 
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| of the relies of time, how bre ec ious and 
valuable a treaſure it is, and will be thought 
to be when it is too late. 


m the life of man ſo ſhort and fceting, | 


our days on earth ſo few, and ſo uncer- 


tain? How careful ſhould J be to manage 


every hour, endeavouring to match the fwijt- 


| neſs of time 2 my celerity, and diligence- 
to improve it? I can have no buſineſs of 


greater or of equal moment to mind, than 


| to ſecure the | happineſs of my ſoul in ano- 


ther world, And ſhall I laviſh my time, 
and loſe my pains about things unneceſſary? — 
What will all other buſineſs ſignify in the end, 


| if this be neglected? Is there any intereſt 
| more weighty, that calleth me from ſuch 
| work ? Is there any thing elſe that fo well 


| deſerves my time? That may be put into 
the ſcales, or weighed in a ballance againſt 
| this? Shall eternity, which comprehends 
all time, have the leaſt ſhare of my time 
allotted for its concernments ? How little. 


| a part of my time hath been hitherto em- 


ployed in ſuch work ! How reafonable, how 
neceſſary is it to redeem the little inch of 
time that yet remains, but haſtens to a pe- 
riod? For as there is no covenant to be made 
Au, ſo no . for the 2 1 
2 -_-{.: > 


{| 
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and ſtay of time; it keeps its pace, whe- 


ther I redeem and uſe it well or not. -- 
The greateſt part of our life is deſignedly 


employed to avoid death; we eat and drink, 
and ſleep, and labour, and reſt, that we may 


not die; and yet even by theſe we hal- 
ten to death. Every breath, every pulſe, 


every word leaves one leſs of the number, 
which God hath appointed me, and carries 
away ſome ſands of the glaſs of time; and 
yet how little care is taken to employ it well? 


We ſeldom value it, till we can no longer 


| uſe it to any advantage; and though we 
know it can neither be retarded in its motion, 
or recalied when paſt, yet of nothing are 
we more prodigal. / Yea, how many com- 


plain of it as a burthen, and know not 
what to do with their time, are exceedingly 


at a Joſs wherein to employ it, what to do 


to be rid of it? But alas! how near is that 


change, when they ſhall think nothing too 


dear to purchaſe ſome few grains of that 
ſand ;/ which now ſeem too many, while 


they are paſſing through their hour-glaſs ?* 
How ſad will be the review of our loſt and ill- 
[ ſpent time ? How different an opinion of it's 


value ſhall we have on a ſick bed, or when 


our time and hope is gone? How many weeks 
and days, and hours, O my ſoul ! have I 


trifled away in floth and idleneſs, in foo- 
liſh mirth, and hurtful company, in vain 


thoughts and impertinent diſcourſe, in exceſs 
of fleep, and needleſs paſtimes, feaſtings, 


inordinate care to adorn the body, or gratify 
the ſenſual appetite ? All that which is paſt is 
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irrecoverable; and the little remainder flies 


apace. How quickly will it be gone; how 


ſoon, how ſuddenly, may an unexpected 
ſtroke of death conclude it? And yet this is 


all the opportunity I ſhall ever have, to make 


my peace with God, and prepare for the e- 
verlaſting world. 


| Did we conſider it as we ought, we ſhould 
not fooliſhly throw away ſo much of it in 
trifles, and things impertinent, or what is 
worſe. How much more might we redeem 
than commonly we do? to how much bet- 


ter purpoſe might we huſband it? How 


much more work might we do, were we 
never idle, or did not loiter ? We might 
walk far, did we not often ſtand ftill, or go 
| out of our way. We ſee it plainly by the 
great and excellent effects of ſome men's in- 
duſtry in every age. Art hath found means 
to ſet ſpies and watches as it were on the ſun, 
that he cannot look out, but they take hold 


of his ſhadow, and force it to tell how far 


| he is gone that day: And yet while we are 
curious in making time give a juſt account of 
itſelf to us, how little do we conſider the 


account of our time, which we muſt ſhortly 


give to God? Oh! that ſuch a thought 
might effectually perſuade me to redeem it! 
that IJ may not tarry till the end of time to 


know the worth of it! Let me not underva- 
lue it, while it is given to be uſed, that I 


may not eternally regret my folly, when 


time ſhall be no more. 


God calls me to diligence and labour ; the 
work he calls me to is excellent, and the 


„ ne © . | reward 
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reward glorious ; to know, and love, and 


— OE We, om eoos 


life; and ſhall I yet be idle? Is this the uſe 
and end of all my time? And do] know it, 
and believe it? /Do I indeed believeit? And 
: ta delay and loiter, and waſte my precious 
ours in vanity ? Am I going into eternity, 
entering into another world, and know that 
I muſt be in Heaven or hell for ever; and 
have I time to throw away? Am I fit to die, 


Am I made meet for heaven, by pardoning 
mercy and ſanctifying grace? Have I the 
_ earneſt of the ſpirit to witneſs and aſſure me 


nal life as firm, and my evidence of it as 
is yet to be done? And ſhall ſuch an unpre- 


pared ſoul as mine, be careleſs and indifferent 
how II ſpend my time? — 


VVV 
Of the ordinances of heaven, day and night, 
ſumier and winter, ſeed-time and harveſt ; 
their order and ſucceſſion, eſtabliſhed by 


goodneſs. What they may teach us. 


flecting on it's ſeveral parts, ſummer and 
2 5 e 


ſerve, and obey him, in order to eternal 


and to appear before my judge, or am I not? 


of it? Is my intereſt in the promiſe of eter- 


clear, as it may be made? Am not I conſcious 
to myſelf, that much of this neceſſary work 


FACES: Wc bb 


God, is the effect of infinite wiſdom and 


XJ HEN I confider the beginning of 
another year, I can hardly avoid re- 
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winter, ſpring and fall, day and night, and 
Y their alternate turns, This calls me to ob- 
| ſerve, and admire his eternal power and 
„ godhead, wiſdom and truth, who is the 
| great author of this admirable variety; who | 
| hath fixed the earth with his foot, and hang- | 
„ed it on nothing, and ſettled the luminaries 15 
to heaven for excellent ends: The ſun to rule | 
I day and the moon by night, thereby to if 
R _ diſtinguiſh times and ſeaſons, / to ſeparate 3] 
? = day and night, winter and ſummer, and con- | 
g ſult the convenience of man and beaſt, by a 
e | their due ſucceſſion. The day is thine, the 11 
e nigb is alſo thine, thou makeſi ſummer and 1 
Vuinter. How wonderful is their order, |! 
as beauty, and conſtant courſe ! That when the 9 
1s ſun withdraws, and the ſhadows of the {i} 
k evening cover the earth with darkneſs, to i 
e- conclude the day; the moon and ſtars ſup- | Fi 
at WF ply the place of the abſent ſun, during the 


+ night And that though they differ in length, 
pet gradually leſſen, till they are both i} 
equal at the year's end, and have made the Vo 

ſame circuit ? How excellent a work of God | il | 
is that quick ſucceſſion to one another? The. 
ſuppoſition of a perpetual night, is a diſmal 
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bt, . gloomy thought. O what will the everlaſting it 
z darkneſs of the infernal priſon be ! The ſun bot 
by by day enlightens the earth, directs our 44 
nd motion, guides our way, governs our travail, Þ 
aſſiſts converſation, awakens induſtry, warms “ 
the earth, and air, gives life, and - vigour, | 3 
of | and fruitfulneſs to all things under the ſun, 1 
re- and makes the whole inferiour creation to 
ind rejoice, An emblem of God's univerſal | 


ter ! 


good- 
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goodneſs, who is kind to all his creatures. 1 
How admirable is its luſtre! how glorious 1 Pa 
is it's light ! how loudly doth it proclaim his i 
power and wiſdom! who made this, and 
the other lights of heaven, by his powerful T7 (u 


word, and preſerves them hitherto by his 


daily providence. — th 

If God be now fo glorious, contemplated * 
in his works, conſidered in the luſtre of ye 
the created ſun, viewed only through the I. 
windows of ſenſe; how much more glori- Bos 


cous will he appear hereafter, when we ſhall | 
| ſee him face to face, and nothing interpoſe | . 


betwixt us and his incomparable light! IIf 41 
mine eyes dazzle to look upon the meridian ; 


fun, in what inacceſſible em: muſt he! 
dwell, who is Father of lights ? If this low- WM © __ 


er world, the common receptacle of his 8 
friends and enemies, have ſo much of his th 
glory vouchſafed them by the heavenly bo- 2 
dies; O what a place will heaven be, where, : 8 
ſhall be no ſun or moon, nor need of any, = 
but the glory of God fhall lighten it, and the = | , 
lamb be the light thereof ! T1. 
While I thus confider the ſun, and the. F 
day, I muſt not think the night is uſeleſs, l * 
which diſcovers another part of the heavens, , 
not diſcernible by the day, v:z. the ſtars, 3 
and planets refreſhing the earth, cooling Ca 
the air, giving neceſſary reſt to the crea- fte 


| tures, Oc. Their order, motions, aſpects,” 
oppolitions, influences, are all uſeful and in- 
ſtructive. The agreeable mixtures of light 5 
and darkneſs, the regular ſucceſſion of day 
and night within a few hours, are exceed- 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 33 


ing wonderful, and advantagious. In other 
parts of the world, where the ſun beams are 
more direct, and it's heat exceſſive, God has 
| made amends by the length of the night, 
| (under the equinoctial line it is always twelve 
| | hours) and in the more northern parts, where 
the influence of the ſun is weaker, the days |, 
are proportionably longer., So good is God 
to all his creatures, in all parts of the world, 
As the morning and evening anfwer to the 
day of twenty four hours; ſo doth ſpring. 
and autumn to the twelve months of the 
year, that we may not paſs immediately from 
one extreme to another, but gradually be 
diſpoſed for ſo great a change, as is between 
ſummer and winter, and winter and ſum- 
So merciful and gracious, and infi- 
nitely wiſe is God, in all his works! ſo 


that we cannot ſay, one part of the year is 


more neceſſary than another The winter 
is as uſeful for the good of the univerſe, as 
the ſummer: In this we are ſupplied with 
' what is neceſſary to maintain us in that. 

And the admirable ſituation of the ſun (moſt 
probably) in the center of the world ſeems 
If it had been at 
' a farther diſtance from us, our earth would 

have been in a manner deſolate ; becauſe the 
influence of the ſun could not have been con- 
ſiderable: And if it had been nearer, the 

. ſtars above would have wanted light, and 
this earth under been burnt up. The excel- 
lient order which it hath now obeyed for a- 
|  bove fix thouſand years, is alſo wonderful. 


much to contribute to it. 


The ſun never ſtood ſtill but once, 


and 


that 


3 
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that by a miracle; though much inferior to 
| that of it's daily progreſs, What a ſubject 


dom, and faithfulneſs of God? Lord ! Mat 
is man] for whom thou doſt all this? And 
becauſe I find every year that the day dies 
into night, the. ſummer into winter, and 
| herbs and plants loſe their beauty and verdüre, 
and ſhed their bloſſom ; may I not hence 
learn to conſider, and prepare for my own 
approaching change? In proſperity, health 
and eaſe, and life, to expect, and make pro. 
viſion for trouble, ſickneſs, pain and death? 
as every wiſe man in ſummer would do for 
winter; and work with all my might, while 


none Can Work. 


8 r. VIII. 


07 evils to be expected in this year ; the 2 
dom and mercy of God, in concealing 6 from 
us the knowledge 4 tuture events. 


OT only few and ie but ev! 
likewiſe are the days of the years e 
my life, may every one lay, with the patri- 
arch Jacob. A ſufficient portion of evil for- 
every year may well be expected, when our 
Lord tells us, there is a certain meaſure al- 
lotted for every day. * to the day th 


ig here to admire the power, goodneſs, wiſ- 


a # 
i 


it is called to day; while the light continues, 
| becauſe the night of darkneſs is at hand, when 5 


— ——_— 
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the evil of it, Not only is our life ſhort, | 
but troubleſome, full of vexatious mixtures. 
We cannot ſing a requiem to our fouls, when 
one great calamity i is paſtz for we know not 
| in this region of changes, but another, a 
greater may be at hand. One meflenger of 
FF 2I]-news may ſucceed and out-do another, as 
it was with Job. We come weeping into 
the world in a moſt helpleſs, forlorn ſtate; 
and if we eſcape the dangers of infancy, and 
the caſualties of childbocd; and after that 
outlive the ſnares and follies of youth, we 
are toſt upon the pikes of time and chance, 
| and ſadden and diſquiet ourſelves with a thou- 
ſand griefs and ſorrows by inevitable and un- 
expected occaſions ;3 though we encreaſe te 
number of needleſs cares and fears, and diſ- 
contents; till at length a ſudden ſtroke ar- | 
refts us, we fetch a groan, and die. 4 
| Who can give a catalogue of the aMic- 4 
tions and calamities, perplexities and diſap- 1 
pointments, incumbrances, crofles, and evil 11 
accidents of human life? By means whereof 01 
millions are diſconſolate and ſad, mourn and 1 
complain, weep and ſigh, and from day c 4 
day are fed with the bread of afjuttion, © 4 
and the water of adverſity. Not to men- 1 


year ago the mercies, or the evils, which have 
Happened lince * une and private, perf 0 
A 


tion mens fluctuating reſtleſs thoughts of 1 

heart, importunate deiires, baffled projects, 1 

5 | Cefeated purpoſes, which ſuppoſe or bring | 

I vexation. A good ſhare of theſe is not to be 
. avoided; and yet very few can be particus 
i larly foreſeen. Who could prognoſticate a 
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nal and relative, to the countries, cities, fa- 


milies and perſons we are concerned for? 
And who can certainly foretel the events of 
this enſuing year? God hath intermixt good 


and evil in the life of man: He hath ſet pro- 


perity againſt adverſity, ſaith Solomon to the 
end, that man ſhould find nothing after him, 
Eccleſ. vii. 14. that he may not know what 
ſhall come next, whether a proſperous | or a 
cCalamitous event. 


What a change may be made in a year by ; 


the mere caſualty of human events; by the 
treachery of friends, or the malice of ene- 


mies, or the more immediate hand of God | 


We know not what ſhall be on the morrow, 


much leſs what a twelve month may produce. 
Becauſe whatever may be diſpoſed to happen, 


from natural cauſes or civil councils, may 


be altered by a particular decree of pro- 


vidence, Prepare me Lord] i and cvery 
of thoſe in whoſe felicity 1 more eſpecially 
take part, for all the caiamities and forrows, 


thine infinite wiſdom ſhall think fit to exer- 


ciſe us with, this following year ; \ and by 
thy merciful providence, and gracious con- 


duct, cauſe them to work for good: Fur- 
niſhing us with ſuitable ſtrength and wiſdom, 


to acquieſce i in thy good pleature, and obey 


thy will, Let me follow thee, as the Father 
of the faithful, though I know not whither 
+ thou wilt lead me. \ Knowing the wiſdom, | 
and faithfulneſs of my pilot, let me therein 
be ſatisfied, though I know not particularly 


8 what courſe he will ſteer, - 
1 thank 
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I thank thee, O heavenly Father]! that thou 


| haſt reſerved the konwledge of future times 
| and ſeaſons to thy ſelf, and hid events from 
men; leſt by conſidering them certain, we 
| ſhould preſume in caſe they are god; or ſhould 
| deſpairingly afflict our ſelves, by foreſceing the 
| evil we know to be inevitable. Did we cer- 
| tainly foreknow the good that would befall us, 
| we ſhould not trat in thee to bring it to paſs, 
or heartily implore thy care and conduct. Did 


we foreſee. the evi/s we ſhall ſuffer, before 


| they overtake us, we ſhould be overwhelmed 
with diffidence and deſpair. Many a mother 
| who rejoyceth at the birth of a /on, would 
| mourn to foreſee what a man, what a ſon he 
| will prove. Such an increaſe of knowledve 
| would increaſe our ſorrow ;\ſuch a preſcience 
| would tranſport aud diſcompoſe us, by unſea- 
| ſanable joys and ſorrow, born out of time; 
and weaken our dependance on thine own un- 
| erring wiſdom, truth and power. — _ 
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The ſuppoſition of dying this year, ſhould be in- 
| proved; the conſequence of redeeming time, 
| and providing for eternity farther preſt. . 


The folly of elder perſons is condemned and 
chect'd from the example of children. Tis 
| adviſable to familiarize the thoughts of death, 
and to imagine before-hand, what appreben- | 


ſions of things we /hall then have. 
PHE longeſt lite is but a day multiplied ; 


and who can certify, or aſſure me, which 


well 
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well as man, could ſay, Mine hour is not yet 
come. ls all my life given me to reſolve this 


for ever? And have I any time to loſe, and 
ſquander away, as ſuperfluous? Have I any 
more than needs? Tis no impoſſible, or un- 
_ reaſonable ſuppoſition to make, that I may 
die this year, Let me admit that thought, 
and imagine myſelf on a bed of ſickneſs, wea- 
ried with pain, and ready to leave this world; 
the phyſicians gone, deſpairing of my recove- 
ry; my friends about me weeping z and al! 
things in a doleful melancholy poſture,» ſuited 
to ſuch a ſtate; feeling within my ſelf the 
preſages of death, expecting the final ſtroke, 
in an hour or two more, what is then the va- 
lue of ſenſual pleaſures? Can J then reliſh or 
ſavour them? What then is honour to e, 
who ſhall never go abroad more to receive it, 
*till carried to my grave? Will it then com- 
fort me to have lived in reputation, and ap- 
plauſe, if my heart was not humble under it, 
and the honour of God promoted by it? Can 
riches and a great eſtate ſupport me, when | 
am juſt packing up, for a removal to the other 
world? In that hour will it be any ſatisfac- 
tion, to have made a ftir and noiſe for a few 
years upon earth, to be talk'd of for a while 
longer than other men? Are theſe the things 
my dying thoughts will be moſt concerned to 
71 8 
Tuheſe dignities, pleafures, and poſſeſſions 
offered to a dying man, would rather upbraid 
than tempt him; they come too late, as 2 
prince's pardon to a man whole head is oy 
5 5 


gqueſtion, Whether I ſhall be in heaven or Hell- 


| everla 
little, 
| foul? 
| tinue 
with 

final 

requi 
more 
| temp 


my e 
How 
but 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 39 


Die I muſt, and appear before my judge to 
anſwer for all that I have received, and done 


in the body, Fool that I was, (ſhall I then 
too juſtly ſay to my ſelf,) not to have con- 


ſidered this much ſooner | not to have pro- 


| vided for it at a much better rate! my ſins 
| flare me in the face, my conſcience tells me 
| ] am not ready for ſuch a trial: I have liv- 

| ed a ſtranger to ſuch thoughts as now I can- 

| not refuſe, and which ſhould have been ad- 

| mitted ſooner, / But if to ſuch a ſtate any hope 

of mercy may be granted, (tho? it be unſpeak- 
ably little) yet I cannot promiſe my ſelf any 

| ſuch warning by ſickneſs. The feeping vir- _ 
| gins were called at midnight, and fo may I. 
| Where can I pitch my tents on earth, to be 

| ſecure againſt a ſudden remove ? Y 


% 


Lird ! make theſe thoughts effectual to pre- 


vent my loſs of precious time, which at ſuch a 
| ſeaſon, will be eſteemed precious, tho* now it 
be not. O how /wifr, how ſhort is my time 
of trial, in order to eternity] how difficult, 
| how important a work is it to prepare for an 
| everlaſting flate ! What is all this world, how 
little, how meer a nothing, to a departing 
| foul? And ſhall I, after ſuch reflections, con- 
| tinue to purſue ſhadows, and pleaſe my ſelf 
with empty dreams? when being ſo near my 
final judgment, the common wiſdom of a man 
requires me to mind it in good earneſt ; and be 


more ſolicitous about it than for any thing 


temporal? O in what manner will death open 


my eyes, by ſhutting the windows of ſenſe! 

How ſhall I then ſee the nothingneſs of what is 

but temporal, and the reality of what is eternal ©. - 
| IF 2 We 
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We ſometimes laugh to ſee the vanity c! 
little Children, who are greatly pleaſed with 


©. painted toys, and buſily employed about trifles. 


It extorts a ſmile to ſee them eager and in- 


duſtrious, and mightily concerned in their 


OY», IO Re eos, 


childiſh ſports; to ſee them ſigh or weep for 
little things which we deſpiſe ; to obſerve with 


what ſolicitude and care they*l] raiſe a little 


fabrick, which three moments after they them 
ſelves pull down, or would otherwiſe tumble 
of its own accord. We laugh at theſe, but 
ſhould weep over ourſelves, as the greater and 
Elder fools; who are every whit as lilly, yea, 
infinitely more; that conſidering we know 
the frailty of our preſent life, and can lock 
beyond the grave to another world, ſhould yet, 


miſpend our precious time on things which 


cannot profit; and pleaſe ourſelves with what 
is ſo unſuitable to our age and ſtate; and ſuf- 
fer our paſſions to work with violence, for a 


thing of nought: and our greateſt diligence, 


4 PRO 


Care, and zeal, to be exerciſed on things 1 im- 
pertinent and vain; that are periſhing in them 


ſelves and can contribute nothing to our e- 


ternal welfare? And is it not thus, with refe— 
rence to all that men toil and labour for, with 


the neglect of an immortal ſtate? 


The voluptuous Sadducee will not refuſe the Þ 


_ preſent gratification of his ſenſual appetite, be- 


cauſe he is uncertain of another day. Let] 


us eat and drink, for to morrow we die. Should 
not the ſame motive quicken my diligence in 
2 better work ? and becauſe my Lord may come? 
| fudden,y as a thief in the night, immediately 
one's to meet him ? Let me now therefore, 


IS _—_—— ; 


among the tombs ; 
built themſelves better tombs than houſes, be- 


my /a/? 
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O my ſoul! look forward to the end of life 
and time! and fo let me eſteem, and ſeek, 
and chooſe -and do every thing in the firſt 
Place, which then TI ſhall wiſh I had. Let 
me do nothing now which I verily believe I 


ſhall then be aſhamed, or ſorry to refle& on ; 


that by thinking what a condition I ſhall then 
wiſh to have my ſoul in, I may now provide 
my ſelf much better than I have done hither. 
to. That while I am in the greateſt proba- 


bility of living, I may ſuppoſe my change 


to be near, and ſo not dare to do any thing, 
but what I wouid or might do, if I were in 
the preſent expectation of death. To this end, 


let me go down to the potters-houſe, deſcend 


to the conſideration of my mortality, and dwell | 
remembring the Ægyptians 


cauſe they were to dwell longer in them. Let 
every night's repoſe, ſerve me as a memorial of 

ſleep! and let my bed ſtand for the 
model of my coffin ! This is the only way, to 
be dead to this world; to be able to judge 


of things now, as we ſhall do after Leun ac- 
| cording to immutable, eternal truth, - 


RS e st et ts t et et 
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F The brevity of life conſidered as the fruit of fin. 


There are but three ways of leaving this 


world, as Abel, Adam, Enoch. A diligent 
improvement of time farther preſ#d 5 ; and the 


55 N e of it bewailed. 


*HE ſhortning of our days i is the fruit of 


Be, EN» > in 


fin; All the funerals that have ever been . 
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in the world, have been cauſed by ſin, We 


| th 
| die becauſe we have ſinned, and yet we ſhould N 
| . Not fin as now, if this were not forgot, that or 
| we muſt die. From the firſt tranſgreſſion of th 
Adam we derive our death; and therefore a 

ſome of his poſterity lived longer than he. as 

Which proves that the lengthning of our days th 

is a peculiar git of God; and yet *tis ſuch ag 

a gift as was more delired formerly, than leg 

ſince the appearance of Chriſt : For we read wl 

of none in the new teſtament, ſince life and ſta 
immortality is brought to light by the goſpel, who 1 4. 

deſired a long continuance here on earth. lat 
Were we delivered from n, the ſting of WU tu 
death, by having made our peace with God det 

in the blood of Jeſus, death would not be 1 mi 
frightful, or put on ſuch a ghaſtly vizor, as ple 

to moſt it doth. But we are uncertain of our to 
Juſtification, we waver between hopes and | , 

fears, as to our final ſentence; and are con- d. 

ſcious to ourſelves, that we are not ready for az; 

our great account. This makes death fo ter- ſec 

Tible.# Conſidering withal that it is inevita- the 

ble; the way of living. For tho' the curſe be | 
removed, and the ſting be taken out by our at 


bleſſed Saviour; ſo that the ſouls of believers I ct} 


| are ſafe, and ſhall not be touch'd by the ſecond ing 
death; yet God hath not taken away the laſt 


ſtroke of it from the body. dot a chriſtian nm 
is aſſured of deliverance from\ Hell, he is not 1 me 


exempted from the grave, as his paſſage to ſal 
heuuen. „ | | = bo 
Prepare me, Lord, by the free remiſſion of ſet 
all my fins, and make me meet for the bleſ- if 


fed inheritance, by ſanctifying grace; wy 
5 4 6 e e khn 


the #209, for I can't expect to be tranſlated by 
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then thy time is beſt: Thy holy will be done 


No matter then, whether my death be violent, 
or what we call natural. It will be one of 


- 


a miraculous change, as holy Enoch was; and 


as they ſhall be, who ſhall be found alive in 
the world, when our glorious judge ſhall come 


again. There are but thoſe three ways of 
leaving earth; and the 7hree firſt men, of 


whoſe departure we read in ſcripture, are in- 


ſtances of all three. Abel of a violent death, 
Adam of a natural one, and Enoch tranſ- 


| lated, X The variety and order of their depar- 


ture, as one oblerves, is very admirable, and 
deſerves, to be conſidered. For all mankind 


muſt follow one or other of thoſe three exam- 


ples. Every man or woman, that is born in- 
to the world, mult leave it by one of 'theſe 


three ways; either be cut off by a violent 
death, as Abel the firſt man who died; or die 
aà natural death, as Adam did, who was the 


ſecond ; or be tranflated, as Enoch, who was 
the third we read of. 

But though I know, that within a few years 
at fartheſt, I muſt leave this world by one or 


other of theſe ways; though I have been dy- 


ing ever ſince I began to live; am dead to the 
laſt year, and to all the preceeding portions of 
my time; and know withal, that what re- 
mains will quickly paſs and begone after the 
lame manner; yet how have ] over. loved this 
body, as if I ſhould never live out of it! and 
ſet my heart and affections on this world, as 
if I ſhould never remove to another! and trifle 
away my precious time and life, as if a change 
would never come! e 
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That few do ſeriouſly admit ſuch thoughts 
is too evident, by the general courſe and prac- 
tice of their lives. For to what hazards do 


men expole themſelves? What pains will they 
take? What inconveniences will they bear? 


With what unwearied induſtry will they toyl 


and labour, to get a little money or honour in 
this world, tho' they know not but they may 


be called out of it, before the end of this year? 
And yet the ſame perſons are remiſs and ſloth- 


ful about a future life, negligent and uncon- 


cerned about an eternal ſtate ; careleſs and in- 


different, yea, ſottiſnly ſtupid about the wel- 
fare of their immortal ſouls. Hencefor ward, 
O my ſoul! Whatever others do, let me re- 


ſolve to live in the expectation of a change, 


which I know is certain, and may be very 


near. 


ates: 2 qt 
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Of the expectation fa another life. The vanity 


and miſery of man in his beſt eſtate, , there 
be none. The ſatisfaftory removal of that ſup- 


pofition, by the thoughts of Ged, and of eter- 


nal _—y in his bleſſed preſence 


LET me retire a little, O my Seat! and 

bethink my ſelf, what a world this is; 
what men deſign and ſeek, and do and ſuf- 
fer; with what falſe and feigned j Joys they are 


"P00, being 8 only happy 7 compariſon ; ; _ 
WIL 


r 
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with what real ſorrows they are afflited ; 

what innumerable diſappointments, feinen 
(and as troubleſome remedies,) dangers, la- 
oh, pains, and calamities of all forts, mul- / 
titudes groan under, aud Joudly complain of? 
And what little unworthy ends are purſued by 
all that do not ſeriouſly ſeek eternal reſt ? And 
how often fruſtraed ? And withal conſider the 


cares that diſquict us, the errors that deceive 


us, the many temptations that aſſualt and over- 


come us; how buſy we are about vanities; — 


how often dejected, and melancholly for the 


breaking of a bubble ; how eager and induftri- 
ous to purſue a ſhadow ; active and in earneſt 


to deſtroy ourſelves, and one another; and 
then reflect on the malice and cruelty, the fil- 


thineſs and impiety, and great corruption, 


which abounds every where; whereby God is 


diſhonoured, and provok'd to anger! After 


this, what a theatre of tragedies muſt this 
world appear, What an hoſpital of fick and 
diſeaſed, or rather diſtracted Perſons! How _ 


* ſhould I be tempted to ſay, Lord ! why haſt | 
| chow made all men in vain? In vain indeed, if 


I could not look from this ſea of troubles, to 
the haven of reſt; from this dark priſon, to 
the region of light ; ;\ from this deceitful], trou- 


bleſome, and defiling earth, to a bleſſed, ever- 


laſting Heaven; for werily, if there be no 


world but this every man in his beſt eſtate in 


this world is altogether vanity, Selah, Pal. 
39. 5. *Tis a certain undoubted truth, the 
perfixed verily tells us ſo; and that-it deſer- 


ves to be well conſidered, we learn from the 
concluding Selah, every man is vanity, Not 


the 
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the inferior parts of the creation only; but 


man the lord of all and every man, every 
Adam from himſelf, to the laſt man that 


ſhall by ordinary generation deſcend from him, 
Not the ignorant, poor, or wicked only, but 
all the individuals of this ſpecies, Young or 
old, ſtrong or weak, beautiful or deformed, 
rich or poor, high or low, good or bad, (in 
reſpect of the body, and this preſent life) every 
one is vanity; and this is true, ſuppoſe him 
in his beſt eſtate; not only in helpleſs in- 
fancy and childhood, or in decrepit old age ; 
not only in pain and poverty, and diſgarce; 
but in his moſt ſettled, moſt flouriſhing, moſt 
envied and admired condition upon earth; in 
the midſt of ſtrength and wit, and honour ; 
when at be, as to body, and mind, and out- 


ward curcumfſtances ; when he looks faireſt ; 


when he ſhines brighteſt; in the height of 
all his glory, with "the greateſt likely hood of 
a continuance; yet then he is but vanity, 
in his frame, in his temper, conſtitution, in- 
clinations, actions, and employment ; he is 


a meer ſhadow, an empty, mutable, inconſi- 
derable thing, and not to be accounted of. 


His heart, his head, his imaginations, rea- 
ſonings, deſires, purpoſes, projects, hopes and 


fears, are all vanity; and altogether vanity, 
in all the parts and kinds, and particulars 


of it, He not only may be, but he is ſo, 
in his be/? eſtate; if this world be his 6%, 
if this be our all, and nothing more. to be 
expected after death, * 


3 


And 


\nd 
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And how ſhould ſuch a reflection ſtrike me 
to the heart, to ſuppoſe that after a few years 
are ended, I muſt return to my firſt nothing, 
and my very being be (*) ſwallowed up of 
eternal death! What ſatisfaction can I then 


take in any preſent enjoyments, if an eternal 


annihilation be at hand, when I muſt bid ade 
for ever to all that I now poſſeſs? What de- 
light can I have in the ordinary comforts of 
life, with this belief, that within a year or 
two, it may be to morrow, I ſhall ſink into 
the duſt, and exiſt no more?, What pleaſure 
in any thing with this diſmal expectation ? The 
more flouriſhing my condition is in this world, 

the more ſhould I dread to loſe it, if nothing | 


better, nothing at all, can be enjoyed after 
death Some philoſophers have ignorantly ur- 


ged ſuch a conſideration as an antidote againſt 
the fear of death; but the admiſſion of it may 
rather deprive a man of all the comfort of 
life. What then is the advantage of a wiſe 
man above a fool? The exerciſe and i Improve- 


ment of our nobleſt faculties would render us 


more miſerable than others, if nothing be ex, 


pected, and certain, when this life is over. 


Not only ſenſual, but intelleQual pleaſures 
would be difturbed and deſtroyed by ſuch 
thoughts ; that very ſhortly, the next year, 
or day, I muſt diſappear 3 and all my en- 
joyments and hopes be utterly and for ever 
loſt, with my very being, 


Were the caſe thus, (which ſuch conſe. = 


quences evince it is not), it were better for 
moſt men they had never been born; whe- 


ther 
. (*) Vid. Mr, How's Vanity of Man as Mortal. 


e 
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ther their condition here be proſperous, or af- 


flicted. For what comfort or quiet can any 
man have in plenty and proſperity, when this 
frighttul apprehenſion of an approaching end 
is ever preſent? And what conſolation can it 


yield a man, who is afflicted and calamitous, 
and yet loves his 4% above all things; to 


think that he ſhall not ceaſe to be miſerable,” 


but by cealing to be? And what is become of 
all religion, if ſuch a thought be entertained ? 


All devotion to God is thereby extinguiſhed, 
all the reſtraints of vice removed, the flood- 
gates of impiety opened; the encouragements 
of virtue, the rewards of holineſs, the foun- 
dation of tribulation, and ſuffering for righ- 


teouſneſs fake, all at once taken away, Lord / 


confi-m my belief of the invilible future ſtate 


of revards and puniſhments !! and let not /a- 
duciſm and infidelity damp my zeal in thy ſer- 


vice, or 16% me of the comforts of zhis life, 
which if I had any ſolid ones muſt ſuppoſe the 


hopes of a better, 
Let others therefore, O my ſoul ] who ex- 


pect not an everlaſting heaven beyond the 


grave, place their affections on earthly things, 
and mind this werld, as if there were no better, 
no other. 


from 


| good 


| The 
| anſy 
And 


Let them who doubt or diſbelieve 
the promiſed reward of eternity, take up with 
what they mult ſhortly leave, and labour for 
the bread that periſheth. But ſince I profeſs 
to believe and ſeek the /ife everlaſting ; let me 
daily entertain myſelf with the hopes of it. And 
let all the flattering dreams of what is deſira- 
ble upon earth, give place to nobler and bet- 
ter thoughts, Let me derive my principal joy 


frot 
ture 
that 
my. 
2101 
and 


ſupp 
by 1 


per! 
tho 
verl 
wor 


whe 


love 
mur 
to t! 


| thee 


of t 
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from the promiſe aud expectation of that fu- 


ture felicity, and endeavour nothing more 
than a meetneſs to partake of it. | O my God, 


my God thou art my life, and joy, and por- 5 


tion; in thee, and in thy love, all my deſires 
and hopes are anſwered, and all my wants 


| ſupplied. However evil this world is made 
| by lin, yet thou art the infinite and ſupreme 
| goed, How mutable, how uncertain, how 
| periſhing ſoever are all ſublunary things; yet 
| thou art the rock of ages, the fountain of e- 
| verlaſting life, and haſt appointed another 
| world, and another life, when this 1s ended, © 


wherein thou wilt be better known, and 


loved, and ſerved, and honoured, and com- 
| municate thy felf more abundantly than now, - 
to thoſe, the deſire of whoſe ſouls is towards 
| thee, that believe and love thee, that ang reel | 
of thine image, and are devoted to thy fear. 
The aſſurance of is and nothing etle, will 
| anſwer the objection, of the preſent vanity 
| and miſery we are ſubject to. 


E. 8 R CT; 
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Sarto tot ror tet 
S * er. XII 


The conſideration of the death of others, eſ- 
pecially of relations, friends, and acquain- 
tance, how to be improved. M bat inſtruc- 
tions we may learn by the ſight of a dead 
carcaſs, or a death's head, and the uſual 
Motto on it: And what by the death of 


as they, 


He divine patience added one year 


more to the number of my days, when 


ſo many others were removed by death the 
laſt year? Others, whom a few months ſince Þ 
I knew in vigorous health! wiſer, ſtronger, Þ 
more likely to live, and to anſwer the ends of 
life, than me; ſome of them my near rela- 


tions, and uſeful friends, in whoſe converſa- 
tion I took delight, and promiſed myſelf ad- 
vantage by their company, and examples; but 


they are taken and Iam left. Thy holy wl!, N 


O Lord ! 7s done: And they who were prepa- 
red, are infinite gainers by this my loſs. 

Quicken my preparations, by following their 
piety, to meet them in thy heavenly kingdom, 
Let thy long ſuffering lead me to repentance ; 


and ſuffer me not to {light thy warning, by 


the death of others, to expect my oꝛun Lord! 


cure my earthly- mindedneſs, and practical un 


belief; and by all ſuch admonitions of th 
| bans pn 


| prov 
| wor 
and 


E 


fance 
ther, 
their 
that 


us ; 
how 


hol "quicken our deſres to le and 
y perſons, to quicken our defires to beſt 


when 


pleaſe 
DE, a1 
the f 
can 
and 10 
drop 
not C 
and n 
chriſt 
theſe 
the en 


world, as knowing I mult ſhortly leave it; 
and let not the thoughts of my mortality wear 


| off, as ſoon as the funeral of my friends is over. 


Every year ſome or other of our acquain- 


” zance drop into the grave, we attend them thi- 
| ther, and lament, it may be, for a few days, 
their departure and removal; 
that others will e're it be long do the ſame for 


but conſider not, 


Oh! 


us; it may be before this year is ended. 


how ſoon do we forget our deceaſed friends, 
and ourſelves, who are likewiſe dying! and 
count upon a long life, which we cannot rea- 


ſonably expect ; and hug the enjoyments of 


this tranſitory. world, as if our preſent ſtate 
would for ever! Will nothing but our own 
diſſolution, effectually convince us of our miſ- 
take, and folly, in this particular? 


Though the arrows of death fly continually 


round about us; ſometimes over our heads, 
when ſuperiors are taken away; ſometimes. 
| fall at our 


feet, when children and ſervants, 
and inferiors die; ſometimes on our let Hand, 


| when an enemy is cut off, and while I am. 
| pleaſed with that, in that very hour, it may 
| be, another arrow on our right hand ſtrikes 


the friend of our boſom and delight, And 
can we ſee all this, that great and ſmall, high 


and low, friends and foes, are all vanity, and 


drop down dead round about us, and ſhall we 
not conſider, that we are as vain as they, 


and muſt ſhortly follow? ſhall we not by a 
extract ſpirits out of 


chriſtian chymiſtry, 


theſe dead bones? and by theſe examples learn 
the end of all men, and lay it to Deart 5 
1 2 —— when- 
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; providence, teach me to poſſeſs, and uſe this 
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Whenever | ſee the funeral of another, let 1 &< 
me think thus with myſelf; why might not 47 
I have been that man or woman, that is now MW if 
carried to the grave? if we had been compa- ar 

red a few days ſince, it is probable I ſhould MW 
have been thought as likely to have been his to 
monitor, by dying firſt, as he mine, By ſuch ou 
an improvement of theſe warnings, the re- 1 -7F, 
, queſt of the rich man to Abraham was in great re 
\ meaſure granted; for it is a call from the WW foi 
dead that ſpeaks loudly to conſider ourſelves, WM tal 
and prepare in time for ſo great a change: and un 
fay, as the prophet to Hezetiab, ſet thine con 
houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die. _ | ref 
Can we look upon a death's head, and not re- to 

member what we ſhall ſhortly be? May not of 
much be learned from it's common motto? T ſon 

Sum quod eris, fueramque quod es, I am that 1 O 

which thou ſhalt ſhortly be, and have been that to 
which thou art now: That is, I have been as ſpe, 
| gay and jocund, as briik and merry, as proud | bed 
| and vain, as rich and great, as careleſs and ſe- bre 
| cure, as honourable and as much eſteemed, as ant 
beautiful, and as well beloved, as witty and life 
* as learned, as thou art or canſt be now. I va- ſou 
| lued myſelf as much upon my eſtate, and trade, I of 
and health, and beauty, upon my education, eve. 
|. profeſſion, employments, parts, friends, fa- I of | 
| mily; &c. as thou haſt ever done, or canſt are 
do: 1 lived in eaſe and pleaſure, in mirth and the) 
jollity; I minded the world as much, and in- fires 
dulged myſelf as much in ſenſuality, and was Ix 
as careful of my body, pampered and pleaſed doi 


2 
. 


my fleſh, as much as rh; and thought as 
little of a ſudden death, and prepared as wy 
"> or 


Be Ing» = FM, we 47 
© — - * 
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t for ſuch a change, as thou dof? : But now my | 

dry bones are looked upon with contempt and ! 

Ty ſcorn, but thou ſhalt ſhortly return to duſt, ö 

and be vile as I am. N 

d It cannot but affect us, did we conſider it, 

is to ſee divers ſnatched away in their yourh, and , 

nh WU | outward proſperity; and in the midſt of their 

-In and folly, without any viſible ſigns of true 

at W repentance : Or in terrible anguiſh and horror 

for their paſt crimes: ; And yet how few do 

„% WW take the warning, carefully to prevent the like 

'd WW unhappineſs! O Lord, preſerve thoſe ſtrong | 

ne WW convictions, thoſe ſerious thouchts, thoſe holy 4 
reſolutions, thoſe lively apprehen/iore of the life þ, 


| to come, of the evil of fin, and the terrors 
| of thy wrath, which the ſight of dying per- 
| ſons hath at any time awakened in my foul! — | 
O the eloquence of a dying ſinner, to perſwade l 
to repentance! Even when he hath loſt his i 
ſpeech, and lies gaſping, and trembling, on a | 
bed of ſickneſs ; breathing out his laſt faint 1 
breath, and paſſing into the other world, to if 
| anſwer for the crimes and follies of a wicked 
| life: Lord] Revive theſe thoughts upon my 


| foul, and let me feel the power and influence _ 1 
| of them, in the hour of temptation, {and in A 
n, every time of need; and let the conſideration a 
ta- of the death of believers, the bleſſedneſs they | 
nit are thereby entered into, and the happineſs | BY 
nd they are thereby poſſeſſed of, quicken my de- ö | 
in- fires and diligence to prepare to follow. When is 
Vas I think where they are, and what they are a 173 
{ed doing, what is their work and what their ſtate, i 
as what their continual employment, and what [ 
tle their enjoyments, and how ditterent from ours; . 
for a e 4 | | | ] can- 1 


mn 
—— . v t7 xi 


: 
[4 
\ 
| 
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I cannot but wiſh to be with them, to be as wil 
they are, and do as they do; to know and adi 
love, and praiſe God as they. They are not ane 
hindered by ſuch a clog as tis body is to us; WU fan 
or tempted by their ſenſes, appetite and fancy, | off 
to fin againſt him: They complain not of a KM fan 
| ducing fleſh, unruly paſſions, low and diſ- MW fir 
ordered thoughts ; ; of temporal afflictions, ſpi- itic 
ritual deſertions, the ſnares of the world, and >; 
the malice and ſubtilty of the devil: e, who . dle 
are pilgrims and travellers, are expoſed to theſe i mt 
difficulties and ſtorms which they are freed i glo 
from. They are now rejoicing in the light of W 
God's countenance, and ſhall never queſtion for 
his love more, while we are in tears and ſor- be 
rovs, groaning to be delivered. = _ | 2101 
But think, O my ſoul! That They were gel 
lately ſuch as TW: are now. They were mem- | mz 
bers of the militant church, before they en- 

_ tered into joy and triumph. They had their oC 
conflict and difficulties, their hour of tempta- i *- 
tion, and time of tryal, as we have ours. They 
avere ſlandered, and perſecuted, and faded, 
and diſappointed as their followers are. T hey | 
went to heaven the ſame way, and got the #7: 

victory after the ſame manner, by repentance 
and faith, and humble perſevering obedience. ; 
They were once imperfect as we are now ; and | 
complained of the body of fin and death, and 1 . 

ſtrugglings of unmortified Juſt, as we do:)! 
And were ſometimes in the dark about their " * 


| intereſt in the promiſe, and walked heavily 


by the hiding of God's face, and endured . we 

temptation, even as we, \ And as we have no- 3 

thing to wy or June, but what they in 05 
WIE 


and Saviour, the ſame wa 
ſame aſſiſtance, by the aids of his holy ſpirit, 


— -  - 
Lapel; 
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with, we have the ſame encouragement that 


adminiſtered to their ſupport; the ſame God 
and rule, the 


offered to us; the ſame promiſes, and the 
ſame rewards propoſed, which they enjoyed, 


firſt in faith and hope, and afterwards in fru— 
ition. 


Vea, they paſſed through the dark val- 
ley, and ſo muſt we: Their earthly taber na- 


cle was diflolved, and ſo muſt ours be. We 


muſt expect to go the ſame way to reft and 
glory, and wait God's 


be wiped from our eyes; we ſhall grieve no 


more, we ſhall fin ns more, but be as the an- 
gels in heaven, or as the ſpirits of the juſt 


made perfect. 


COLYER herd OTE? 2 


8 FECT. XIII. 


E Nhat influence the Jy” aeration of eterni ity 


would have upin our hearts and lives, if 
ſoundly believed and conſidered ; eſpecialiy, 
if the ſuppoſition 4 1 this year be an- 


need 2000, 


7ITH what humility, 


mortification, — 
and ſelf-denial; 


with what ſeriouſneſs, 


watchfulneſs, and reſolved conſtancy, would 
every chriſtian live on earth, did he act always, 
under the influence and power of a confirmed 


faith 


time for our admifion, - 


We muſt finiſh firſt the work which God bath 
for us to do and ſuffer, and then all tears ſhall 


— * RF. _— 2 
„„ rr CE A- 


— 


; 


more careful to call myſelf frequently to an 
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faith, concerning the life to come? We 
ſhould not then grudge a little labour, or bog - 


ole at a few difficulties in our way. What 


though I meet with | injuries and affronts, hard- 
ſhips and inconveniencies, being now in a 


foreign country, and every day I live, one day's 


Journey nearer my eternal home ! Shall T not 
patiently bear momentary forrows, while [ 
believe I am haſtening to eternal joy? Did [ 
look more to the everlaſting world, ſhould not 
I make the plcafing of God, in order to my 


eternal welfare, the great buſineſs of my life? 


Should I not ſerve the Lord with more fer— 
vency of ſpirit, and be better fortified againſt 


the fears of man, who can but hurt and kill 


the body, nor that neither, without the per— 
miffion of God? Should I not order all my 
affairs, anſwer all temptations, mortify in- 


ward luſts, live in the exciſe of grace, and in 
˖ circumſpect perſevering obedience, in order 
to it? Should I not watch more over my 


heart, and lips, and ways, be more diligent 
to trim my lamp, more crucified to this world, 


account, and renew my repentance ? Would 


not my converiation be more uſeful and edi- 


ſyn, my diſcourſes more favory and full of 


religion, my prayers to God more humble and 


| earneſt, my charity to men more unſeigned 
and extenſive, and my preparations every way 
more ſuitable to ſuch a faith and to ſuch ap- 


prehenſions of an everlaſting flate © Could we 


carry the thoughts of eternii) about with us 
every day, and often admit them in our civil 


and ſecular affairs; did we repeat it frequently 
__t0 


he, 
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© to ourſelves, at leaſt every morning, as ſoon. 
p | as we are awake, that we are near eternity 3 ; 
t this grain of incenſe would perfume the whole 
- | temple, and be an antidote againſt inward 
2 WW luſt, and impure thoughts, againſt the inſec- | 
's | tion and defilement of bad company, and the "= 
t /nares of worldly bulineſs, and do much to 
1 IM prevent vain and ſenſual actions, and to cure 
1] | vain affections, * 
t Did we believe it, and believe it near, ſhould 
iv we not take as much pains to ſecure eternal 


life, as we ſee men do to get riches ? Should 


we not uſe the ſame diligence, care, and | 
{t eircumſpection, the ſame prudent forefight, 1 
ll watchfulneſs, and perſeverance, to prevent 1 
r- everlaſting deſtruction, as others do to provide 
1y againſt poverty, and to live in plenty a littie 
. While on earth? Should we not rejoice as [ 
in much in the promiſe and hopes of it, as others þ 
er do in the proſpect and expeRation of ſome | 
ay | carthly advantage? Lord! J confeſs and be- I 
ne |} wail the weakneſs of my faith} How often 1 
d, have I concluded, and ſaid, that heaven alone | 
an is the the place of happineſs, and yet my carnal 1 
Id heart is too much affected with earthly things! / s 1 
di- how often have I reſolved, {upon the convic- 4 
of tion of the certainty of the eternal world,) to 
nd mind is leſs, and to affect and ſeek it no | 
ed more as [ have done ! and yet my fooliſh heart 44 
ay | is hankering after it ftill. \ O cruciſy my af= 41 
ap- fections to things below! and let the believ- l 
we If ing thoughts of the next life, render me vic 0 
us torious over all the temptations of #155 Par- 
vil don and cure the ſtaggering trembling thoughts - 
tly of an Mooring: heart, by greater meaſures 


of 


A 

? 

! 

9 

4 
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of a lively faith, That my Ceſires may be 
ſtrong and urgent, and my diligence and fted- 


faſtneſs in the way of truth, "be ſome wa y 


correſpondent to this important articleg Let 
me live only for eternity, hope for nothing but 
eternity, delign and intend nothing as my 
chief end, but eternity, and ſeek and mind 


nothing in compariſon with eternity / Did we 


believe it, how would every thing in this 


world be looked upon as eligible, or fit to be 
refuſed, as it is like to be an help, or an Hin- 
drance, with reference to eternity I, we ſhould 
then endeavour to do nothing unbecoming 


ſuch an expectation. Conſider this world as 
our paſſage, and the inviſible future world as 


our abiding country, where we are to dwell 
er ever; Whatever we meet with Here, whe- 
ther ſweet or bitter, eaſy or troubleſome, 


pleaſing or ungrateful, we ſhould not much 
matter, but as it relates to hereafter. ; 
And were I certain I ſhould have no longer 


time of trial in order to this eternal ſtate, than 


this one year, which is now begun: If a meſ- 
ſenger from God ſhould convincingly aſture 
me of it; what would 1 not do to prepare for 


death, and ſecure the intereſts of eternity 
With what remorſe and deep repentance ſhould 
I reflect on the follies of my paſt life? With 


what importunate cries ſhould I beg forgive- 
| neſs ? How patiently ſhould I bear calamity, 
for fo ſhort a time? How little ſhould I value 
the favours or frowns of men; How circum- 


; | ; = 
ſpe& to improve every ſeaſon of doing and 


receiving good? How careful to avoid temp- 


tation, and how reſolute in teliſting it? Did 
> 2 Ive 
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I verily believe I had no longer time to live on 
eath, than this ene year at moſt ; how inſipid 
would be the offer of carnal mirth, vain paſ- 
/ time, ſenſual diverſions, idle company, &? 
How ſhould I value every hour, every inch of 
| my little 2272, under the apprehenſion that 
eternity is at hand © O my ſou]! ſhall I make 
no proviſion againſt the poſſibility of ſuch a 


© I caſe? Is not my change as certain as if it 
15 were this year, as if it were to morrow? 
e though I am not certain it is ſo near, nor 
„certain but it may be. Let me then ſee fir/? 
K | the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs : Let 


> | me fix it well, and make it clear, that 1 have 
ſecured my great concern, and am ready fora 
| ſudden ſummons, — ks 


„ TED IIERY e ee 


Sz c 7, XIV. 5 

er | EQ | i 
al | How a good man may improve and encourage 
l. himſelf, under the ſuppoſition of dying this 
ic | year, even in the maſt uneaſy and undeſirable 

15 circumſtances. e 

F | | | | | | 
_ j May die this year; then all my cares and | 
585 fears, if I am rich, all my ſorrow and ca- i] 
1 lamities (as to this world) if I am poor, will "14 
= die too. I may die this year; then I ſhall | 
oY hove no more enemies, no more ſickneſs, and = 
and | Which is infinitely better, I ſhall /n no more. 
ag I muſt ſhortly die; it may be, this year; 


but there is no other to come to a bleſſed life, 
Vid F 55 but 
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but by dying; and my Saviour bath died for 
me, and he that believes in him ſhall never 
ſee death. He lives who was once dead, yea 
he lives for evermore; and hath promiied, 


that T ſhall be with him to behold his glory. 
He hath the keys of death and hell : 
reſurrection and the life; he hath removed 
the ſting of death ; and I need not fear a con- 
quered enemy, V die this year, T mu: 
quit the company of all my dear friends on 


earth, but 1 ſhall go to better company above; 


and if they are friends of my Chriſt, we ſhall 
ſhortly meet again, and love one another in 
a better manner than now, and never more 


'be parted. \ 
I may tie this year ; ; my frends and ene. 
mies may die too. 


Let me enjoy the one as 
mortal dying perſons, that muſt e're long leave 
me, or | them; and not fear the ot her, who 
may ſo ſoon periſh, and quickly be uncapable 
of doing me or others miſchief. & 

I may die this year; Let me not then think 
much of temporal ſufferings, of uy evils 
which may fo ſoon be over, Oh! what 
would condemned finners in the other world 
give, to beable to believe, and fay ſo of their 
ſufterings ? -— | 

I may die this year; and can I a that 
I am ſometime ſic and in pain, and that my 
body is out of order? Am I not mortal, and 
dwell in a houſe of clay, which muſt ſhortly 
moulder into duſt ;\ and is it any thing 


| ſtrange, that ſuch a crazy building doth ſome- 
times ſhake, and need repair, and threaten 2a 
| Gillolution | ? It is a greater wonder I am any 


time 
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time well: That ſuch a body, compounded of 


ſo many little parts, and ſo eatily diſordered 


by innumerable accidents, ſhould be in health, 
is hardly leſs to be admired, than that an in- 


ſtrument of a thouſand ſtrings ſhould be kept 
in tune | 


I thank thee, O heaven!y father, for the 


| many advantages of nee, to weaken the 


power of /n, to humble my pride, and cure 


| my worldlineſs and ſenſuality, to reduce me 
from wandering, to empty me of ſelf conceit, 


to awaken the conſideration of death and judg-\ 


| ment, to impreſs the thoughts of the vanity 


of this world, and the eternity of the next; # 


| to aſſiſt me to mortify the fleſh, to rule my 


paſſions, to exerciſe patience, and quicken me 
in prayer, and try my faith and love, and ex- 


cite my diligence to redeem time, and con- 
| vince me of the worth and uncertainty of it; 


and thereby promote my preparations for my 
final change. The great apoſtle by dying daily, 
had as many victoriesover this world as he liv- 
ed days. Oh! that I might ſo far walk by the 
ſame rule, as every day to think of providing 
for my {a/i; and in health to do that which 
in ſickneſs I ſhall wiſh I had done} <= . 

{ may may die this year; it may be, by ſome 
tedious painful ſickneſs, ſome troubleſome and 
loathſome diſeaſe.“ But God hath promiſed 
his grace ſhall be ſufficient; he will make 
my bed in my ſickneſs, and put under his 
everlaſting Arms for my ſupport, and not ſuf- 
ter me to be tempted above what I am able, 
he will encreaſe my patience, and carry me 
through the pangs of dcath, and the dark 

| ; ogg valley 


* 
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Valley; and when heart and fab fail, be the i ther 
 Nirength of my heart, and my portion for ever, air, 
I. may die this year; What if I ſhould be by 

an hand of violence; if for righteouſueſs ſake, i def 

in defence of the truth, for a good cauſe, and ] an 

a good conſcience, and my peace be made with of n 
God, and I am accuſed for doing well, or in- and 
nocent of the evil which is laid to my charge; repu 
there is ground enough for encouragement and not 
ſupport. Thouſands of my betters have met My 


i with the like, whoſe names are precious and | body, 
= renowned. Innumerable chriſtians have died 25 e 
N by the ſentence of a judge, with more chear- who 


fulneſs and joy than others, or, it may be, vaul. 
than they themſelves would have done, by the mon 
ſentence of the phyſician, The torture or ma- 7, 
ny diſeaſes is unſpeakably more formidable, as W the 
to the meer pain; and for all elſe, the righte- I :;, 
ous Lord, who loveth righteouſueſs, will clear diſpo 
muy iategrity, if it may beſt ſubſerve his own the f 
great and holy ends: At leaſt, he will ſtand them 
by and help me, when all forſake me; and if my 
be ſpeak peace, and give inward confolation, ¶ that 
who can ſpeak trouble? And his final judg- W ſhall 
ment, which is near at hand, will diſtribute W from 
rewards and puniſhments to all, according to and 
their works. © OZ . --: them 
| Suppoſe farther, that I ſhould want a ſepu- W gene 
chre after death, There is nothing I could WM dren 

better be without, If God receive my ſoul, | my 
and will raiſe my body at the laſt day, whether WW and | 
it putrifie and conſume under ground, or above L 
it, is no great matter. They who are alive to (ec 
will be more concerned in that, than 1 ſball N and i 
be: Graves are for the ſake of the living 2 ny e 
the | 


ther than the dead. 
air, birds, beaſts, and worms, will all contribute 
to give me burial, if men deny it. 
defference is, that it will be a little longer e' re 
| ] am buried. 
| of my Saviour, and by perſevering it the love 
| and practice of the truth, 1 have ſecured my 
| reputation with wiſe and good men, I need 
not be ſolicitous what becomes of my body. 
My Almighty Judge will raiſe me a glorious | 
body, like his own, and reunite it to my ſoul, 
as eaſily, and as certainly, as any ot thoſe, 
| whoſe. bodies were preſerved in caves and 
| vaults, in proud ſepulchres, and under ſtately 
| monuments. — 
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The ſun, the rain, the 


The only 


It my foul reſt in the boſom 


I may die this year; and ſha! | not then have 


| the ſatisfaction to ſee my children or neareſt 
| kindred educated and provided for, ſettled and 
W diſpoſed of. 

the ſame?{ Cannot he as well take care of 
| them when I am gone, as now? anſwer all 
my prayers after my deceaſe? (and exerciſe 
| that fatherly care, wiſdom and love, which 
ſhall diſpoſe of their conditions? ſave them 
from temptations, and ſupply alk their wants, 
| and exceed all my deſires, in reference to 
them? and fulfil his covenant-promiſe from 
| generation to generation, to the childrens chil- 
| dren of them that fear him? O how weak is 
| my faith, that cannot truſt God i in ſo common 


But is not the ever-living God 


and plain a caſe | —— 

Laſtly, 7 may die this year; ad not live to 
to ſee the ruin of the antichriſtian kingdom, — 
and intereſt, and the accompliſhment of ma- 
ny excellent promiſes, which concern the reſt, 
5 and 


1 
; 
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and peace, and purity, and glory of the church- 
es of Chriſt on earth, in the latter Gays. „But 
have I not deſerved, by my provoking unbe- 
lief, ingratitude, and diſobe dience, to die in 
the wilderneſs, and not behold the promiſed 
land, or ſee the peace of Feruſalem? And wil 
not the ſtrupglings of ſatan to ſupport Bay. 


treſs, before the expected morning of delive- 
rance? So that it may now, if ever, be truly 
ſaid, Henceforth, Bleſſed are tbe dead who dis 
in the Lord. | And if God will take me to 
himſelf in the other world, I cannot poſſibly 
be a loſer; tho' J ſhould not ſee the begin- 
nings of @ new heaven and a new earth, in 
this. However I rejoyce in hope, and pray 
inceſſantly for the reſurection of the witne//c5, 
and tne rebuilding Sion, and the more plcn- 
tiful effuſion of the Foly-ſpirit (the great com- 
prehenſive promiſe of the 2 times) to ef- 
fect a glorious #ingdom for Chrijt on earth: 
And my faith aſſures me, I ſhall hereafter fee 
4 the ſen of God revealed ſrom heaven, cloathed 
with majeſty, fitting on a cloud, leading the 
} heavenly hol', raiſing the dead by his power- 
ful voice, ſummoning all the world to appear 
to judgment, gathering his elect, and finally 
deſtroying death, and him that had the pow- 
er of it, the devil, condemning the wicked to 
everlaſting deſtruction, but acquitting, ho- 
nouring and rewarding his poor members with 
infinite and eternal bleſſodneſs.— 


. 


on, infer a diſmal night of darkneſs and dif- 
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rene, eee 


1. XV. 


07 dying in a foreign country, and of ding. 
young. Conſiderations proper ta reconcile 
the mind 10 both. 


T* May not ive: to the end of this year: God 
in his providence having called me abroad, 


I may never ſee my native country more. 
| Let me ſtill remember, O my ſoul! that 
| wherever I am, I am travelling towards the 
| grave, and paſting to another world : That I 
| may live in all places, as a pilgrim and ftran- 
| ger here on earth; with affections ſuited to 
my condition, becoming one who is travelling 
in a ſtrange land. Let me bear the incon- 
veniences I may meet with in this world, 
as ſtrangers in their travels are wont to do. | 
| Let me not repine at the ill accommodations 
| of an un, where I am to lodge but a night or 
two; but encourage myſelf with the aſſurance 
| of better entertainment at home, when my. 
| pilgrimage is ended, and my journey is over. 


One of my deareſt Holy friends, and fellow 


| travellers, (whoſe memory will be ever pre- 
| Cious (g) with thoſe who knew him) quickly 
arrived to his 3j Journey 's end, and is entered in- 
to reſt betimes. Which of his companions 


ſhall next follow, we know not, or how ſoon, 


) Mr. Thomas Bent, avho oO! at Geneva. May 


10. 1683. : 


6 
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Lord! make meapprehend the nearneſs of my 


ba 

change in every place; and if I am prepared = 

for dying, no matter where it be. Thereis WM ang 

no one country farther from the preſence of me 

God than another. I'he whole world may mo 

be conſidered as one great houſe, and the ſeve- 

ral kingdoms and countries of it, but as dif- my 
ferent apartments in the fame houſe; and in' 

they who tarry at home, are no more ex- or 

empt from death than they who travel abroad. the 

| The earth is the Lord's and the fulneſs there- tior 
i /; I can go no where to be out of his ter- pilo 
} ritories, I ſhall ftill tread upon my father's MW fail 
ground. I had father be an Jſraelite in a . not 
wilderneſs with the preſence of God, than 2 155 
courtier in idolatrous Egypt. 1 Abraham, the Hon. 

father of the faithful, and the friend of God, 1 wi} 

was baniſhed from his own country; and gep 


ſhould I never ſet foot again on my native 
ſoil, there is no reaſon of murmuring againit 
my God, who hath dealt thus with many of 
| his favourites, And while I have been in a 
1 ſtrange land, he hath not ſuffered me to fect 
| the wants and neceſſities, and heart of 4 
4 ranger. Among a people of a ſtrange lan- 
1 guage he can, and doth provide for me ail 
'1 things richly to enjoy, I may ſet up my Ele- 
1 nexzer, hitherto hath God ſupplied all my 
7 eo io Po 
The preſence of my gracious father is eve- 

ry where the /ame; in ſome meaſure, I 
be my God, I have hitherto found it ſo, X And 
1 may I not rejovce in God in a deſart, though 
1 all the world ſhould forſake me; though al! 
1 the world ſhould be be againſt me? Should ! 
1 | | | 5 have 


—— — 
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have no other friend or helper; is not God an 
infinite God enough ? and without his fayiour 
and preſence, w hat can all this world &o for 
me? If I am e, and in danger of death, a- 
mong my relations and friends ; if the comforts 
of the Almighty do not refreſn and delight 
my ſou], they cannot: And if I want not theſe 
in my laſt agokrfes, no matter in what part . 
or corner of the earth I breathe my laſt. If 
the word and promiſe of God be my Founda- 
tion, an holy hope my anchor, Chriſt m 
pilot, and heaven my country, | ſhall not 
fall of being landed there at li. Suffer me 


T Pd Ge 23 * 


| not to forlake thee, O heavenly father] while 
I live; and do not thou forfake me in my la/# | | 
hour; and let it come «vhen and where thou 
„Vuoilt., If my bleſſed Saviour will receive my 1 
_ departing Soul at death, I am not ſollicitous in | 
© what country or part of the earth it be. = .” | 
: And that I may not be unwilling in the flo= 14 (| 
f WU wer of my age and _ in youth and ſtrengtb, 3 
a do leave this world; let me "think often, that FL 
* WU | no one age or part of life is more privilege d off 
a Þ againſt the ſtroke of death than another. If 41} 
BE Me Have done my work betimes, as my deceaſed 11.81 
il i fellow traveller had, is it not better to receive 1 | 4 
e- the bleſſed recompence, than to tarry longer | N 
ny in a world of fin and ſuffering, abſent from A? 
 B the Lord? Shall I not thereby eſcape a mul- 'h 
e- 8 of temptations, ſins, and ſorrows, which | 14 
7:4 others by living longer are expoſed to?” Tf 1 
ni 5 peace be made with God, what ſhould 1.4 
wa make me willing to live at this diſtance from 1 
al W bim? What ſhould render this world fo deſi- 
d 1 Fable, where God is fo diſhonoured, where 1 
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am ſo often tempted to diſpleaſe him, and fo 
often yield to ſuch temptations? And may | 
not fear leſt I ſhould fall into ſuch ſcandalous 
and grievous fins, that may bring a publick 
Teproach on the goſpel of Chriſt, and ſadden 
the hearts of all my acquaintance, who love 


| the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity? By dying early 


I ſhall contract leſs guilt, and commit lets 


fin, and ſee and feel leſs /orrow than others 


who live longer. 


And tho? I ſhould maintain 
my integrity, yet in this world my bigheſt 


love and obedience to God, and my "HEY - 
eſt communion with him, is but imperfect. 


How many impediments and diverſions do L 


. — 


infirmities and orieſs, and troubleſome cir- 


daily meet, that deaden my heart to heavenly 8 


contemplations and affections what diſappoint- 
ments and ſorrowful diſaſters, to convince me 


that fis is not the place of reſt and happineſs ? 
What ſmart afflictions may ſome of my relations 


prove? What dangerous ſnares may attend 


me in the remaining portion of my time? 


What oppolition and hatred from men may 


the ſtedfaſt profefling of the truth and fidelity 
to God expoſe me to! e publick natio- 


nal calamities may I have my ſhare in, &c. 


But if I conſider old age itfelf, which we do 


deſire to reach; what and how many are the 


cumſtances which attend that ſtate, which dy- 


- ing young will prevent? Are not moit men, 
who reach a very great old age, helpleſs ob- 
jets of pity? A burthen to themſelvgs, and 


to all about them? And (which commonly 


happens) may I not then be as unwilling to 
die, as at preſent? As loth then to leave the 
World 
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The contempiation of our approaching change 
may aſſiſt us to mortiſy the luſts of the Beſh, & 
1 L | | OY, W 
the luits of the eyes, and the price of lite; 


to cure ambition, and promote contentment, 


LL that is in the world, ſaith the Apoſ- +14 
tle, is the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the | 
eyes, and the pride of life. The duſt and aſhes 1 
of our own mortality duly conſidered and ap- | 
plied, will help to deaden and extinguiſh each: 
of theſe. J By pride of life we litt up our- {51100 
ſelves againſt heaven, and deſpiſe our maker; EA 
by the luft of the fleſh we overlove and in- 1 1 
dulge' the body, and ſtudy to gratify the ſen- * ö | 
ſual appetite. By the Inf? of the eyes our de- 1 
fires are immoderate after temporal and ex- T0177 
ternal goods. The thought of our approach- 15 22 
ing end hath a tendency to oppoſe and morti- 4, 230] 
fy theſe luſis to humble us before God? to | (| 
take us off from the inordinate love. of the |; 
body ;\and to moderate our paſſion to earthly | | Il 
things. It may help us againſt pride, by ſhew- 114 
ing us the infinite diſtance between the eternal 


ſelf-ſufficient God, and ſuch poor duſt as wes — | | 
5 | who are but of yeſterday, and, if he uphold © | | 
L us not, and maintain cur fouls in life, ſhall ' 78 
be laid in the duſt to morrow : It will mind {og 


us of his juſtice againſt /n, the parent of death, 
and of all the miſeries of our mortal ſtate; and 
oy = COnving 


> 
— 
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world as now, tho' in a manner it will have 
left me; For how many old men, paſt the 
reliſh of ſenſual pleaſures, are inordinately 
fond of longer life 
Have I not been told by heathens, as well 

as chriſtians, that *tis not the length of time, 
but its improvement, that doth really make 
a long life? If T have anſwered the end for 
which I was born, 'tis not 2% ſoon to die. 
No man ever miſcarried as to his everlaſt- 
ing intereſt, becauſe his fe was ſbort, but 
| evil, He that is prepared for death, he that 
dies u the Lord, hath lived long enougy, and 
' ſhould thank God for a /peedy call to thanol- 
ſeiſſon of that fe/rczty, which the holieſt ſaints 
on earth deſire and breathe after. Gideon loſt 
nothing by returning from victory, u ile the 
ſun was yet high, He hath ſought long enough 
who hath gained the victory. If I have wrought 
but a few hours in a vineyard, and done but 
little ſervice for my Lord and Maſter and 
'& am diſmiſs'd, and rewarded, before the 
relt of my fellow-labourers, ſhall I repine, 
and think my Lord doth not befriend me? If 
he hath any farther ſervice for me, he will 
prolong my days, and make me diligent, I 
| hope, and contented. | Otherwiſe I pray he 
would make me ready to.die, and make me 
zwilling and deſirous to depart this life. For to 
be only content to die, that J may be perfectly 
holy, and fully bleſſed, is methinks too low 
for a chriſtian, who acts like himſelf ; believ- 
ing the certainty of his avowed principles and 
hopes, and knowing, that Hhile we are preſent 
in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. -— 
5 13 = . 


convince us of our weakneſs to reſiſt his will, 
or avoid his wrath. 7 As to our fond ͤaffection 


. reſurrection: It may alſo help to moderate our 


to pleaſe the ſenſes and the fleſhly appetite, 


[ check the folly of ambitious defi ires; that men 
| ſhould make ſo much ado to get into ſlippery 


they forget themſelves, and their Jatter end, 
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to the body, it may inſtruct us, that it deſer- 
ves not to be accounted ſo much of; it will 
open our eyes, to decern the preference of our 


immortal ſouls, and what concerns them, to 


the intereſt of a periſhing body. It may con- 
vince us, that we are cruel and unkind to our 
very bodies, by overloving them, becauſe we j 


| thereby contribute to their eternal ſufferings ; © 


and ſo teach us to love and uſe our bodies as 
ſervants to our ſouls in this world | and as ex- 
pecting to ſhare in glory with them, after the 


deſi res after earthly good, and ſo cure the /u/ 
F the cyes, by letting us ſee the vanity, un- 
certainty, and ſhort duration of theſe things, 
and their inſufficiency to make us happy, 2 and 


| give us true content. —_ 


The thoughts of an approaching change 
may, if any thing will do it, damp the mirth 
of the /uxurious Epicure, and firike him into 
a ht of trembling, as the hand-writting on the 
wall did Belſhazzar. \ It may diſcover the 
diſtraction of living in pleaſure, and of care 


— * * 


. ” 
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when the end is ſo near. It may likewiſe 
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places, from whence they may fo eaſily fall. 47 
Where, being puft'd up with vain eee 


till their life and glory expire together: Where 
are now the great, and mighty, and honou- 1 
rable, who have made ſuch a noiſe in the 1 
World _ : | \ 
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their meaneſt ſlaves or captives? Could their 
dignities and earthly glory preſerve any of 
then from the ſtroke of death, or the judg- 
ment of God, or, Without repentance, from 
His condemning e ROE ? 


Think, O my ſoul ! how little it will thort- 


ly ſignify, whether I have been known and 
honoured among men or no; any farther than 


God may be glorified by it. + How ſhould it 


ſuppreſs vain- glory? to think of being one 


day eſteemed, and worſhip'd, reverenc d, and 
applauded by dying men, and laid in the 
* the next? Let me rather ſeek that glo- 


and honour to which vn⁰mortality is an- 
|; | ns 3 


and labour to be accepted of God, 
"at whoſe bar ! muſt be judged, endeavouring 
to Keep the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 

and then it is not mucn whether I pals through 
good report, no contempt, or frowns, or 


 threatnings of men need then diſcourage me. 


Tho' I ſhould be trampled on by the foot of 
pride, while others are happy in a dream for 
a little while; and it may be have a proſpe- 
rous paſſage to damnation ; I'll rather thank 
God for delivering me from their tempta 


tions, and giving me the opportunity ond 


call to haſten my preparations for a better 


world, 
Let God diſpoſe of my condition here, and 


reputation too, as bet ſhall pleaſe his ſovereign 


will; only to be pleaſed to keep me en 


and to preſerve me from everlaſting ſhame a 
confuſion of face, after the n "HI 


tion 


world? What is now the difference between 
the dv? of an Alexander or Cæſar, and that of 
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| tion, and final judgment. Vouchſafe me 2 


portion now in thy approving love, and own 


me for thine at laſt, in the great and terrible 
day of reckoning ; that then I may hear the 
| bleſted Euge, and enter into my Lord's joy. 


Saaten ieee 


S . XVII. 


| The fame argument confidered farther, as diſ- 


ſuaſive from worldimets; and earthly- mind- 
edneſs; and as proper to confute the vanity 


of long projects, and great deſigns for this 
world. 


RE the years of my life but few, and 
they haſtening to a period? and may 


—— 


| this be my laſt? Let me not then greedily 
covet riches and abundance, and waſte my 
F little time to ſcrape together large provi- 
ſions for many years to come; when I have no 
aſſurance to fee the end of this. Is it hecom- _ 
ins ſuch a belief, to toil from day to day, 
that I may lay up that which I muſt ſoon 
leave? As if I were to ſpend an eternity here 
on earth, and in the mean while neglect the 
| one thing neceſſary, Am I not upon the ſhore 
[of eternity? May not the next tide carry me 


off? And ſhall I ſpend my whole life in di- 


verſions from the main buſineſs of it ? Have 


I nothing elſe to do, but to gather ſhells, (if 
they were pearls, the abſurdity were ſtill the 


ms): and pit them upon heaps, till I am 
G ſnatched 
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ſnatched away, paſt all recovery? Shall I be 
regardeſs of an eternal ſtate, and run the ha- 

zard of being undone for ever, by ſolicitou 
care about pretended necęſſaries for a long a. 
bode on earth, (much leſs for ſuperfiuities 5 
when I am not certain of the poſſeſſion, hit 
one year © dhall 1 magnify and admire what is 
ſoon to be parted with? Value myſelf upon 
theſe things, ſo as to deſpiſe thoſe that have 
leſs, and envy ſuch as have more © and ſuffer 
my mind to he diſtempered, and my paſſions 
immoderate on every change of theſe things? 

Though I know beſides my own mortality, 
that to enforce the argument, there is a prin- 
ciple of corruption in all theſe things; that 
our very manna here, in a little while will 
ſtink ; and bread wizch is the ſtaff of life, 
moulder ; our richeſt garments wax old, and 
. rot; / Iver and geld ruſt, and the oreateſ 
| beauty wither, and every thing that is earth! 

decay and periſh, T And ſhall not this teach 
me to fit looſe from all ſuch things? Can ! 
zmagine, that in my laſt hour it will be eaſter 
to part with much, than little? Or better in 
the day of judgment, to have a great eſtate to 
anſwer for, than a lefler one ? 

We read concerning the patriarh Abraham, 
{who rightly underſtood the tranſitory nature 
of riches, and his own mutable condition,) 
that the only purchaſe he made with his riches 
was a grave ; chuling to take poſſeſſion of the 
Jand promiſed him, rather by a mark YA 


J think oftner and more ſeriouſly, O my ſcul 


of tarrying here but a little while; I ſhould 
more 
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more eaſily be perſuaded, that a little of this 
| world were ſufficient to carry me through its... 
I ould conſider more that my heaven-born 
| ſoul is made and deſigned for another, an end- 
jeſs world: And therefore ſhould not ſo far 
| forget his own people, and father's houſe ; as 
| cacerly to purſue and ſeek what is ſuited only 
| to the body, tor a little while; and where= 
of a little with contentment will be ſuf- 
| ficient, 8825 


The ſame reflection may be uſeful to con- 


tract our thoughts to preſent duty; that we 
may not perplex our minds with long deſigns 
and projects, which, if we dye this year, 
will come to nothing. Our great buſineſs in 
this world is adapted to the little portion of 
time which is allowed us. Not that good de- 
ſigns for the public benefit may not be begun 
by one, and finiſhed by others; or that we 
ate not obliged, prudently to provide for thoſe _ 
who ſhall come after us, by attempting many 
things of probable advantage to poſterity, But 
conſidering the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
life, not only the mot neceſſary things ſhould 
be fir/# minded, and not put off by proſecu- 
ting ſuch deſigns, as may ſignify ſomewhat to 
others, when we are dead: but we ſhould not 
now omit that which we may hope to compaſs 


ourſelves : to begin ſuch things, whoſe accom- 


pliſhment muſt depend on the pleaſure of our 


ſucceſſors, conſideration and faithful counſel 
would in this caſe have prevented the fruitleſs 
expence of many mens time and money, 


| which if otherwiſe employed, might have tur- 


G 2 od - 
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ned to good account to themſelves and: 
others. 

And this heightens our r folly, that while we 
purſue great projects in reference to t 
_. world, and die without effecting them, our pre 
parations for eternity are neglected ; and fo we 
are ſuddenly cut off in the Taidft of our folly, 
and all our thoughts periſh, How cafily, how 
ſoon may they do ſo ! The difference and dil. 
tance between death and life, being no more 
than that of a candle ligbted, from its being 
blown ut; and if it is "expoſed to all winds, 
how quickly may that happen? —,_ 


hte hte 


SECT. XVIII. 

E conſideration of the certain near approach, 
of an everlaſting ſtate amplified and preſſes 
10 enforce an wy lite. 


N this world we hacks a year, and quick- 

ly come to the end of it; and e're long the 
little number of our years and days will be 
expired. * But when death conveyes us into 
the world of ſpirits, the day of eternity ſhall 
never be cloſed with an evening. Of how 
fearful conſequence is that death, by which an 
eternity muſt be decided! What attention, 
what ſeriouſneſs, what diligence, what care, 
doth the deciſion of ſo important a matter call 
for? ETERNAL! What will be the 
next word, 0 my ſau 1 How much am 1 con- 


poral, 
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FW cerned to know it ! Will it be bleſſedneſs or 
| miſery ? will it be life or death? This one 
| word is the joy of angels and the horror of 

1 W devils; the unſpeakable delight of bleſſed. 

: faints and the confuſion and Jeſpair of con- 

demned ſinner s. „„ gh | 

At the creation of the world, time got the 
ſtart of us, and was five days elder than we; 
but our immortal fouls ſhall endure beyond 
the utmoſt limits of time, and laſt as long 

| as the everlaſting Father of ſpirits, of whoſe 

duration there is no end. Shall I then exiſt and 

| live, though my body periſh and fee corrup- 

tion? Shall my ſoul, my/elf exiſt beyond the 

| grave, in felicity or miſery ; and that for ever, 

and according to my preſent actions? What 

am I then moſt concerned to mind? What 
am I to chuſe; What am I moſt to fear, to 
\ with to do? What is a ſhadow of honour 
hand reputation among dying men? What are \ 
d, a few drops of fleſhly pleaſure, for a moment, 
to eternal rivers of pleaſure at God's right =: 
hand? / What are the ſuffering of an hour or | | 


k. two, to the pains and anguiſh of eternity?“ 

he What can the world, fleſh, or devil, give me 1. 
be comparable to eternal life? What can I ſuffer | 
to in the way of holineſs, that may be ſet in the | | 
all W ballance againſt an everlaſting hell? And yet 

»w | how often, O my ſoul! How boldly, how 
an  unconcernedly, how fooliſhly do I hazard the 
on, one and forfeit the other, for the ſins and va- 
re, nities of this world! Whereas one proſpect of 
all N eternity, ſhould make every thing that is em- 2 
the poral 5 appear little in my eyes 3|the higheſt I 
"n- | elevations of earthly greatneſs, abundance of 1 

ys riches, 
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riches, the great affairs, buſineſs, and emplo- 
ments of the world, pomp and ſplendor, and 
reputation, and that now flatter the ſenſes, 
and the vanity of mankind. — 

Oh! that I could but live, as believing 
and expeCting an eternal flate ! As having it 
in my eye, managing all my affairs with a vi- 
ſible reference to it; diſcovering to all the 
world, by my behaviour and deportment, 
Chat I do in earneſt believe it certain'; for be 
it never ſo certain, if I do not apprehend and 
conſider it as fuch, it will no more affect me 
than a fable. { Neither is it enough to con- 
ſider it as certain, but as near : For the moſt 

_ weighty, the moſt terrible things, apprehended 
' as at a great d:/fance, will little move.\Think- 
ing of the long interval between the advan- 
tage of being exempted from ſuch evils for ſo 
long a time, will pleaſe me more than ſuch 
_ diſtant calamities will affright. 
Let me therefore endeavour to impreſe the 
_ conſideration of eternity, as at hand, more 
deeply on my heart, that I may walk and live, 
diſcourſe and pray, and demean myſelf in 
every thing, as near an unchangeable ſtate. 
Am] not convinced that this is certain, from 
the nature and operations of my ſoul, from 
the reflections of conſcience, from the righte- 
ouſnels of God in bis government of the 
world, from the preſent unequal diſtributions 
pf good and evil by his providence, and from 
the 25 and frequent aſſertions of his revea- 
Jed will?] I have nothing to object, nothing 
to reply A but I find a — of inculcating 
and urging the 2 of it in e 


en TIME and ETERNITY. 79 1 
to its influence. I find it needful to reflect 
often, how near I am to ſuch an endleſs. 
| _ that in one inſtant by death, J enter upon 
it: And that this inſtant may be as near me, 
as my next thoughts. That the holy ſcripture 
deſcribes the two contrary conditions after 
death, (and every man and woman in the 
world ſhall ſhare in one of them) as both ever- Pp 
laſting! The one, by eternal life, eternal glo- 
Ty, an incorruptible crown that fadeth not away, 
an incorruptible inheritance, an houſe eternal 
in the heavens, &c. the other, by unquencha- 
ble fire, a priſon whence no eſcape, eternal 
damnation, everlaſting burning, everlaſting pu- 
| niſhment, everlaſting deſtruction, a worm that 
| never dies, wrath that is ever to come, black- 


M4,» 


21 * of darkneſs for ever, ever, c. 1 
oF Think, O my ſoul ! That in one of theſe 1 
b two contrary {tates, I muſt abide for ever; 11 | 
in endleſs joy, or ſorrow : bleſſed in the pre- 1 
be ſence of God, or for ever baniſhed from it. 
e And whoever thou art that readeſt this, apply "; 12 
'©, J it ſerioufly to thyſelf, it is thine own caſe. 
in Yea, I tell thee from God, that holineſs of | 
te, heart and life is abſolutely neceflary to the 1 
am former, and that without thou ſhalt never ſee 14 
om | his face; but be puniſhed with everlaſting wg : : | ! 
te- truction, from the preſence of his glory. = 
the Is this an unqueſtionable truth? O let me 1 
ions conſider it, till 1 feel the power and efficacy 
rom of ſo important a principle ! Let the impreſ- 


lion be deep and laſting ! Let it pierce and en- 
hing ter into my very ſoul ! to cool the . heats of 
ting luſt,i to quench ſenſual and earthly defires, 
der and to io s all inordjnate alkections to this ] 
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world; and fix my reſolutions to mind, and 
ſeek eternal life with all my heart! 


Theſe are not difficult and perplexed niceties, 
which wiſe and holy men differ and difagree of 
about. They are not metaphy ſical ſubtleties, on 
which few can underſtand ; but the expreſs the 
word of God, and the daily dictates of my | hot 
own reaſon and conſcience, which all chriſ= nu 
tians, and almoſt all men in their wits (ex- tip 
cept in an hour of great temptation) confeſs | tra 
and own; or whether they will or no, are an 
| forced to expect and fear, if they are not in KW wil 
a condition to conſider them with a joyful -m 
= oe 
Lord ! cure the unbelieving doubts concer- 1 mo 
ning theſe great things, which notwithitan- | < 
ding the plaineſt evidence, the devil may at WU pou 
any time ſuggeſt! Let a confirmed faith be the | that 
reality of what is thus future; that my foul | tion 
may be influenced by them, as it is wont to | nou 
be by things p- ent. Let it be the ſubſtance | mike 
of things hoped for, and the evidence of things well 
unſeen, and as yet at a diſtance; as if the Preſe 
day of judgment were already come, and purſi 
there were no intermediate time to paſs, be- long 
tween this and that. = _ e | prep; 
_  O eternity] eternity ! the more I conſider it, ſpent 
the more unfathomable ſtill I find it. Unchange- ble p 
able bleſſedneſs, or remedileſs endleſs torments ! - iF nels 
| an eternal bliſsful day, or everlaſting horror, tt v 
{ darkneſs and deſpair ! life or death, glory or or t 
* deſtruction to laſt as long as the immutable, | and 
living God ! none of the patriarchs who lived but 


; longeſt, arrived to the period of a thouſand 
1 years, Which in compariſon of God's everlaſ- 


tingneſs 


CC ——— — ——ð 


of them will amount to eternity. Whercas 
one hour hath ſome proportion to an hundred 
thouſand years, becauſe a certain number of 
hours will amount to ſo many years. But no 
number of years or ages, never ſo often mul- 
tiplied, will make up eternity as no ſub- 
traction of millions of years will leſſen it; 
an entire eternity will be ſtill to come, and 


will be ever to come. when innumerable 
myriads of years are paſt, eternity ſhall then 


ſeem but to begin, becauſe when as many 


more are over, it ſhall be as far from an end. 
Oh! that the thoughts of eternity may be 


powerful, and prevailing above all others! 


that J may judge of every thing by its rela- 


tion to it, by its influence upon it! Chuſe 
now, my ſoul, whether everlaſting joys, or 


miſeries, ſhall be thy portion: but conſider 


well that thine eternity is concerned in thy 


preſent choice; and that this choice muſt be 
purſued with ſteadfaſtneſs and conſtancy, as 
long as I live: and what are a few years to 
prepare for an eternal ? Were we obliged to 
ſpend ſeveral hundred years in ſerious, hum- 


ble preparation for it, with the greateſt ſtrict- D | 
| neſs and ſeverity of life, during all that time; 
it were infinitely leſs, than to eng 


or two, in preparing for the greateſt dignity 


and employ on earth, which can be enjoyed 
but for a few years at longeſt, For to theſe 
an hour hath ſome proportion; but an hun- 
dred or thouſand have none with an everlaſ- 


ting 
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tingneſs is ſet forth but as one day But ſtrictly 


conſidered, millions of years and ages have ns 
proportion with it; becauſe no multip!! lication 
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ting duration. Therefore to conſider, how 


many years of toil, and pains, and diligence, 


many beſtow on the probable proſpect of ſome 
temporal good, ſhould reprove and ſhame my 
negligence and remiſneſs, in providing for 
eternity. 1 0 


Seed ee 
S C4 Ab. 


_ The puniſhments of the damned conſidered as 


| intolerable and everlaſting, and as ungueſ- 
tegnably certain. Mhat the refleftions upon 


| hell-torments may, and 0got to teach us. 


Fux fear of the Lord, is the beginning 
of wiſdom, the entrance into the way 


of life, as it is ordinarily one of the fir/? 
means to awaken the ſoul to a ſerious concern 


for eternity :\ Let me therefore firſt conſider 
the endleſs puniſhment of the wicked in the 
other world, before I enter upon the raviſhing 


_ proſpect of the bleſſedneſs of heaven, promi- 


{ed to the righthous, And with what ſerious 
trembling ſhould I think of the terrors of an 
everlaſting deſiruction, when our Lord ſhall be 
revealed from heaven to render to all, who 


' Know not 85. and obey not the goſpel. When 


the wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 


ment; as the righteous into life eternal. The 
Areadſfulneſ of that puniſhment, the endleſs 
' duration of it, joined to the conſideration of 


13 


on TIME and ETERNITY, 83 


its unqueſtionable certainty, deſerve the moſt 
attentive thoughts of every man who loves his 
ſoul, and would manifeſt he doth ſo, by ſe- 
curing his greateſt intereſt, 7 | 
The deſcription of that miſery, under | In- 
ſupportable and eternal torments, demands 
more than a tranſtent view; becauſe no words 
can ſufficiently expreſs the horror of that 
fate. What is it, O my ſoul ! to be baniſh- 
ed from the bleſſed bake: and preſence of God 


for ever, and all the impreſſions of his hol 


image and likeneſs ?}and to know that this is 
the fruit of my own choice; that I loft it by 
my own fault and folly 3! that I deſerved to 
Joſe it; that the ſentence is as Juſt as jt is ir- 


| recoverable ? Who can fully imagine the diſ- 


mal deſpair. of a condemned finner, under 
the anguiſh of a guilty, ſelf-accuſing mind? 
while under the ſtroke of God's almighty, 
revenging juſtice, with a diſtincter view and 

knowledge than now, of God and his excel- 
lencies 3 "of himſelf and his own vileneſs and 
malignity, which muft greatly encreaſe his 
rage and torment. Add to this, his being en- 


raged by the accuſations and cries of wicked 


acquaintance and relations; and his being 
mocked, and inſulted over, and tortured, by 


mitlelcus damned ſpirits ; with a clear une 


| derſtanding of that glorious felicity he deſpi- 
| ſed, refuſed, and forfeited ; with a deep ſenſe 


of his former madneſs, in preferrring the ſin- 


ful pleaſures and advantages of this world; 


and this after ſo many warnings and invita- Hat 
tions, and calls from God, to have prevented 
it; 7 and never to be diverted one moment 


from 
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from the conſideration, ſenſe and feeling of 
his miſery, and the duration of it; to have 


all his paſſions let looſe with the greateſt vio- 


lence, and nothing to ſatisfy them; and con- 
. tinually to preſerve an hell of wickedneſs and 


horror in himſelf; and to endure the reproach- 


es, convictions, regrets, and ſtinging reflec- 
tions of conſcience, the gnawing worm WNicy 


Hall never die: Who can conceive the un- 
ſpeakable miſery of ſuch an accurſed ſtate * 
So great a.calamity, and yet everlaſtingi 
How long doth one day or night now ſeem 
to a man under ſome violent racking pain, 


in any one part of his body, though he be 
under the means for cure, and have his friends 
about him to pity him, comfort and aſſiſt 
him, with the hopes of eaſe in a little while, 


and the certain knowledge that it cannot lait 


long? Oh! what then will be the diſmal ſtate of 
the tormented{*) ſinners in gell! how infinite- 


ly muſt it exceed the moſt terrible idea we can 
now frame of it ! to languiſh out a long eter- 
nity, in that gulph of darkneſs and deſpair, 
under unpitied, intolerable torments without 
intermiſſion, or hope of end! miſeries with- 
out merſure ! judgment without mercy, pains 
and ſorrows intenſe, and yet endleſs !/ without 


the leaſt ſuccour or relief, relaxation or reme- 


dy, diminution or change ! without a drop of 
comfort! without a moment's reſt !', without 


the ſmalleſt beam of light. or the leaſt glim- 
mering of hope! perpetually dying, and never 


dead V under unſufferable wrath, which yet 
Will be for ever wrath to come / ſceking death, 
and 


15 () See Mr, Baxter's faints reſt part 2. chap. 4+ 
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and never able to find it, but eternally to en- 
dure all that calamity, which the conjunction 

of death and life together, can render dread- 
ful! = 

W hat groans and cries will theſe thoughts, 

and theſe ſufferings wring from their hearts! 
but no refuge will then be found, no excuſes 
admitted, no prayers, no entreaties will then ; 
prevail, no tears move pity; He that made | 
them will ſhew them no mercy, and he that For- 

med them will ſhew them no favour, x Tis ne- 

| ver, never, that is the killing word, that 

breaks the heart of thoſe hopeleſs priſoners, in 
| the place of torment, N When once deliver'd 

over to that priſon of God's wrath, they ſhall 

no longer be priſoners of Hope. Judgment ſhall | 

be brought forth unto final victory; and the 

| redemption of the ſoul ſhall ceaſe for ever, — 

The vain hopes of ſinners ſhall then be end- 

ed in eternal deſperation N hell will be full of 

thoſe who did once hope they ſhould never come 

there: and full of thoſe = deſpair of delive- Wer 
rance from thence ;\ but ſhall ſuffer exquiſite, _ 
pains that cannot be numbered, or meaſured, & 41 
or endured; but that every Minute of an hour 1 
will ſeem an whole year, and yet mult eternal- 1 
h be endured by miſerable ſinners, who will | | | | 


, — <1 
__— — 
; a * Fe ” 2 


not be wiſe in time, to prevent ſuch an into- 
f eerable portion? Wet me therefore, O my fel, JF 
It deſcend into ell by meditation, whilſt J live, | 
that I may not deſcend thither when I die ; \ 
and be ſhut up for ever in that priſon, the 
place of endleſs torment, | 
h. Might we but ſuppoſe, that one of thoſe 
ad miſerable ſouls did let fall but one tear, in an 


4* %%% 1-8] 
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hundred thouſand years; and if after he bad 
J by this means wept ſo much, as that his tears 
would equal the drops of water in the whole 
fea, his miſery ſhould have an end; this were 
hope, this were comfort X But alas! after that 
period, his miſery will be as far from an end, 
as when he f began to feel it. It will then 
be but te beginning of Jorrews, which will 
never, never, never end, — 
Think, O my ſoul! that this is the portion 
of the ſinner s cup :ythis is the wages of %, 
and the certain doom of final impenitence and 
unbelief. W'Tis no politick cheat, or melan- 
choly dream, but the expreſs repeated word of 
God, and Chriſt, the holy prophets and apoſ- 
tles, "kad the voice of reaſon too Suppoſing 
but the immortality of the ſoul, and the pow- 
er of ſelf. reflection, the puniſhment of ſinners 
muſt needs be everla/iing, as carrying .conti- 
nually an hell within them; unleſs God work 
a miracle to prevent it, which there is no 


ground to imagine he will, or ſhadow of 


reaſon why he "ſhould. \ God hath paywn'd 


his truth, and his (*“) eternity, to execute 


this ſentence of his threatned wrath He is 

a God of infinite mercy, *tis true; but he 

hath told us how far his mercy ſhall ex- 

tend. He will not exerciſe one attribute to 
the diſhonour and the diſparagement of the 
reſt. That obſtinate and impenitent ſinners 

mall thus periſh, is not becauſe the gd 

and mercy of God are not infinite, but becauſe 
his other perfection, are id VIZ, His _ 
neſs, 


(%) Deut. xxxii. 4. 


— —j—— ————— — 


0 


neſs, ju 
Was it 
penalty 
it be 1 
threatn 

Shall 
nion ar 
the wor 
miſhmen 
Ited ? Is 
ſo much 
ble, tha 
prove fa 
God, as 
puniſh t 
Who lis 
fronted 


denied h 
jyned 1 
from his 


ong ſuf 
who thr 
ould ni 


bands aſi 
ons; ar 
I vanity 


e dange 


fered; 


nd the 
efore thy 
7 all the 
his pr 
ience, 


on TIE and ETERNITY. 87 
neſs, juſtice, truth, ſovereignty and wiſdom - 
Was it wiſdom and goodneſs to annex ſuch 2 
penalty to the violation of his law? and can 
+ Wit be inconſiſtent with them to inflict his 

| WW threatned wrath ? *\ | 
ball we ſuppoſe God to uphold his domi- 
nion and government by a falſhood? to keep 
the world in awe by the menaces of ſuch pu- 9 
mihment, as ſhall no where, never be execu- 

ted? Is it unlikely, that God ſhould exerciſe 

ſo much ſeverity And is it not as improba- | 
ble, that his repeated word and oath ſhould 
prove falſe ? Is it not a righteous thing with 
God, as the Governour of the world, thus to 
puniſh the obſtinate deſpiſers of his grace? Y | 
Who lighted his authority, diſobeyed his law, 
fronted his ſovereignty, derided his power, 
denied his truth, contradicted his holineſs, and 
pyned iſſue with the Devil, to pull him 
jrom his throne who abuſed his patience and 
ng ſuffering, and ſcorned all his threatnings © i 
ho thruſt away their own happineſs, and 1 
ould not take warning ;kwho burſt all his + 
„ Wands aſunder, and broke through all obſtruc- 4 


ons 3 and would not be ſtop'd in their courſe 
| vanity and folly;ror ſo much as conſider 74 
e danger; who rejected his calls to repen- | | Al 
ace, and refuſed his mercy, when it was 1 
fered; and preferred a luſt before his favour, 
nd the pleaſures and profits of this world, | | 
fore the heavenly glory; and notwithfland- i 5d 
2 all the methods of his grace, and the checks 1 31 
his providence, and of their own con- 
lence, they will go on, they will die? 
ö "2 BEE Let 
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Let me, O my foul! adore the ſovereign 
juſtice of God in all his judgments; and trem- 
ble at the threatnings of that eternal wrath, 
which ſo few conlider or believe, till *tis too 
late.“ Let the foreſight and the fear of ſuch 
an intolerable, endleſs puniſnment, be a mean; 
to ſave me from it! Let me herein read the 


evil of fin, and learn to abhor and avoid it 


Let me pity, and warn, and counſe}, and 
pray for thoſe of my relations and acquain- 
tance, Who live in ſin, and run the hazard of 
this eternal ruin.\ Let me not envy the fooliſh 
mirtb, and momentary proſperity of the wick— 
ed, whoſe preſent joy muſt &er long expire, 
and an everlaſting deſtruction ſucceed in its 
room. (“) How ſhort is the joy of the Hf. 
crite! and the triumph of the wicked is but fir 
a moment. N Let me fear and dread every thing 
that leads to this diſmal iſſue, and improve 
every 
And by conſequence, let me value all the good 
and evil of this preſent life; judge of all things 
by this light ; be patient under temporal calz- 
mities, and thank God that it is not H/; and 


thank him more, that preſent ſufferings do l 


help to ſave me from eternal ones. 
Whatever I can ſuffer in this world, bet 


my condition be never ſo dark, and fad, and 1 
afflicted, it is not, it cannot be ſuch, but. 
that every one of the damned would think it 
an infinite happineſs to exchange with me, and 
be as I am, Let me think of thoſe exquifite and 
eternal flames, to cure my impatience, under the 


ſharpeſt tryals and afflictions I may now ſufter 


Dil 


(*) Job. xx. 8. 


thing that may help me to eſcape it. 
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Did I believingly conſider an everlaſting 


Hell * I ſhould not think much of any thing 


that is required to prevent it.“ The ſevereſt 


exerciſes of religion, the ſtricteſt temperance, 
the niceſt charity, the largeſt charity, the 
greateſt ſelf-denial, all the hardſhips of repen- 


tance and mortification, and continuance 
therein to death, though for many years more 
than J am like to live, would be reckon'd 
eaſie as well as juſt, if ſet in the ballance a- 


gainſt the eternal miſchiefs of the damned. 


What will not men do and ſuffer, to pre- 
vent a temporal death? They will endure a 


painful courſe of phyſick; tear out their very 


bowels, by purges and vomits; and are con- 


* 


tent to be cut and ſcarrified, and to ſuffer 
any thing almoſt to ſave their lives: But 
| how little will they do to be ſaved from the 
| wrath to come! One would think, they 
| ſhould have no reſt, or peace, or be able to 
| live a quiet hour, till they had made ſome 
| proviſion againit the hazard of this eternal 
die ſtructien; and look upon all men as their 
| friends, or enemies, according to the help or 
; do hindrance, they received from them, in re- 
I ference to it. But the direct contrary is every 
| where apparent. Men are careleſs and ſecure, 
| jovial and merry, in the way that leads to 
| bell; and eſteem, and love, and chuſe that 
| company that will help to bring them to this 
| place of torment :{ yea, ſuch is their ſtupidity, — 
and ſtrange perverſeneſs, that they will not 
oF ſuffer to be told of their danger. If you tell 
them, that by ſuch a courſe, or ſuch an ac- 


Qui non expergiſcitur ad hæc tonitrua, jam non 


dormit, ſed mortuus et. S. Auguſtine, 


wo Lt 8 , . 
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tion, they will loſe fo much money, or their 


lives will be in danger, they reckon it an obli- 
gation, will take it kindly, and return you 
thanks: but when they are told, by ſuch cour- 
ſes and actions they will loſe iheir ſouls, and 
the favour of God, and the hopes of heaven, 
and muſt periſh for ever; this they will not 
receive, they deſpiſe the meſſage, and ſcorn 
and hate the meſſenger; are diſpleaſed and an- 
gry at ſuch faithfulneſs. -. 

O Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ! for any good 
hope, through grace, of eſcaping this intolera- 
| ble and endleſs miſery. x And let all that is 
dꝛoithin me, bleſs his holy name. I have deſer- 


ved the ſame endleſs and unſupportable wrath, 


which thouſands are now under, and ſhall be 
under to all eternity; but he did not ſuffer 
me to fall into it. 4 To be delivered out of 
thoſe torments after many years miſery, would 
be thought an admirable, unſpeakable Find- 
. neſs: and is it not a greater favour, never to 
be thrown into Hell which T have fo often de- 
| ' ſerved ? How grateful would a damned perſon 
be, to be freed from thoſe flames, and plac'd 
in the ſame condition I now am in? Whata 
life of ſerious, ſelf-denying obedience would 
he lead ? And hath not God done more ior 
me? Am I not more indebted to his goodneſs! 

He hath kept me out of Hell and offers me th? 
heavenly glory , upon reaſonable, honourable, 


and eaſy terms; & Bleſſed be God, I may 4 


eſcape the wrath to come. - 

Let me heartily compaſſionate the deluſo 
of thoſe multitudes of deceived, periſhing ſouls 
whoſe eyes are blinded by the God of f 
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world; who will not believe it, till they are 
convinc'd by the light of that fire, which ſhall 
never be extinguiſli'd. Vea, when J read, or 
hear of ten or twenty thoutand men flain in a 
war, (whether of Infidels or Chriſtians) let 


me think of it, with other A On vg 


than formerly I was wont to do, | Conſide- 


ring that many, it may be the moſt of theſe, 
ſhall never have any comfort or mercy more; 


fearing leſt the ſame {word or bullet that gave 


them their mortal wound, hath hx'd them un- 


der God's everlaſting wr ath; ; and that by dy- 
ing, they are undone for ever.) | 


In very many other caſes, the faith of this 
article would rectify my opinion, and direct 

my actions, if ſeriouſly conſidered and im- 
proved. This would make me think of death 
under another notion than *tis commonly con- 
ſidered. For without the conſideration of hell 
annexed to it, it is not ſo very tormidable, 
but that peathens have been able to deſpiſe it. 


'The moſt contrary fects among them on dif- 
ferent grounds have been able todo it; but 


conſider death as a paſſage to eternal miſery, , 


as the gate of hell, as the end of all ee 
to a wicked man, and the beginning of an 


endleſs calamity, and nothing can be i imagin- 


ed more dreadful to a guilty unholy ſoul, > 
Some of my acquaintance, it may be, who 
died this laſt year, are now among thoſe hope- 


leſs, deſpairing wretches, who expect the final 


judgment of God, to conſummate their inſup- 


portable miſery.; If they were permitted to 
come and tell us what they ſuffer, and what 
they know; What a (prejvie conſuming fire 


God 
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God is; what vanity, luſt, and folly, brought 


them to this place of torment ; what diligence _ 


they would adviſe us to, while in a ſtate of 
hope, to prevent the like; if we have any love 
and kindneſs for ourſelves, any bowels of com- 
paſſion to our own ſouls, what a change do we 
think it would work upon us ? But if we will 
not hear Moſes and the prophets, Chriſt, and 
his apoſtles; neither ſhould we believe, tho* 
one came from the dead. 


Ser El.. hp ele thee . 


SE G T. XX. 


The eternal le ſſedneſa of HEAVEN, con- 


ſidered as the perfection of holineſs," to quick- 
en our defires and endeavours after greater 
meetneſs to poſſeſs it. 


D OTH one year after another haſten me 


to the end of time? And doth the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of eternity depend on the communica- 


tions I now receive from God? On the pre- 
parations I now make and the meetneſs I can 


now attain for eternal felicity in the preſence 


of my God and Saviour? O, with what in- 
tenſeneſs of mind ſhould I now proſecute that 
glorious object] with what unwearied diligence 


; ſhould 1 run the race that is ſet before me, 
leſt I fall ſhort of the incorruptible crown of 
life! How ſhouldevery thing be undervalued 
and rejected, that would divert, retard, or 
hinder me from purſuing this end! Lord, be 

5 | | ew | nut. 


thou haſt brought me to perfect everlaſting 
| halineſs ! And let the believing fore-thoughts 


. heavenly glory ;{as a confirmed ſtate of poſi- 


likeneſs z dwelling for ever in the direct and 


God and Chriſt may be glorified, with an 
entire ſubjection to his will, adherence to him; — 
reſt and confidence in him, ſwallowed up in 


| of ſubjection, adoration, and acknowledg'd 
3 dependance; rav iſh'd to behold the glory "of. 
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not a ſtranger to my ſoul, in this diſtant wil- 


derneſs ſtate! let me ſee more of thy light! be 
transform'd more into thine image! expe - 


rience more of thy love! feel more of thy vi- 
tal preſence, and quickning ſpirit; let the di- 
vine life in my ſoul be more powerful, and 
the characters of the likeneſs be more legibly 


ſtamp'd upon it ! by the daily exerciſe of faith, 


and hope, and holy affections, carry me thro? 
this world, till my pilgrim ſtate be over, and 


of it, fill all the powers of my foul with joy 
and wonder, deſire and love! + 
Give me, Lord! to think aright of the 


tive perfect holineſs; of heavenly light, love, 
liberty, and joy, with the ſatisfying viſion of 
God, in the face of Chriſt and his impreſſed 


ſteady view of his transforming glory zJwith 
compleat conformity of the ſoul to eternal 
good neſs, truth and love, as its perfection; — 
eſteeming nothing, deſiring nothing, but that 


the love, admiration, and praiſe of God, and 
our Lord Jeſus ;\living in joyful repeated acts 


God in the face of Chriſt, to ſee his bleſſed 


image perfect in every one of the ſaints, Sc. 2 


When all the preſent blindneſs of our minds, 0 q 


the errors of our judgment, the perverſeneſs | 


“ 
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: of our will, the diſorder and rebellion of our 


paſſions, the remaining averſation from God, 
and diſaffection to bim, which in this world 
we complain of, ſhall all be done away: The 
feſh ſhall no more luſt againſt the ſpirit,yor 
the law in our m:mbers againſt the Jaw of our 
minds; but an everlaſting tranquility and holy 
peace take place; a peace which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding, without any outward moleſtation, 
or inward cauſe of diſquiet. 

Our corrupted nature ſhall no more caſt 
forth mire and dirt as now; we {hall have no 
more vain, or wicked thoughts. no more ſin- 
ful fears or fooliſh hopes; unbecoming heats, 
unruly deſires, ſenſual inclinations, earthly 
affections, feeble, flothſul, \ ſpiritleſs duties, 


dead and heartleſs prayers, cold thankſgiving, 


Sc. But as we ſhall then know God with- 
out errors, and ſee our Lord Jeſus face to 
face; ſo we fhall love him without reſerve, 
more than row we can think; and ſerve him 


without dulneſs and diſtraction, and praiſe him 
without wearineſs; the ſpiritual actings of our 
| ſouls ſhall have no allay of droſs. And thus 


ſhall we be with him, and admire and enjoy 
5 him without end. 
Thus when death is fwallowed up. in victory, 


and what was imperfect is done away, and 


what was corruptible and mortal hath put on 


immortality;; God in Cbriſt Mall be all in all- | 


and when it is truly and perfectly fo, then it 


is heaven the blefiedneſs whereof is uncon- 


ceiveable. ' A hleſſed perſon is not expreſs'd in 
the ſingular number by the Hebrews, but in 
the abſtract, and in the plural, Beatitudes, 

5 5 y e inſtead 


— , 


t 


inſtead of bleed, becauſe the bleflings are as 
many and great, as they have powers and 


capacities to partake of bleſſedneſs. “ So will 
it be in heaven, A word, tho commonly 
uůſed, as little underſtood as holineſs 3 which is 
one of the greateſt myſteries in the world ;"\but 


will hereafter be fully and delightfully under- 


ſtood by the bleſſed faints ; las the malignit 


and intrinſick evil of Vn ſhall be by the dam- 
ned ſpirits. 


Oh, that I might now feel more of this 


heavenly life, begun and carried on in m 
foul, by a farther participation of, his holy 


image, and conformity to his will!|by more 


vital effects of his indwelling ſpirit in my ſoul, 
forming it to be a temple to himſelf, for his 
own delightful reſidence chat forgetting that 
which J have received, I may ſtill be coveting, 


and deſirous of more ;\ forgetting what I have 


attain'd, I may preſs on with an holy eager- 
nels and fervency towards the mark! - 
When I ſeriouſly examine my own heart, 
| had I nothing elſe to prove the weakneſs of 
my grace, and the ſinful remainders of un- 
belief, but the low deſires, and the few com- 
fortable thoughts, the ſeldom joyful proſpe&t 
of this bleſſed ſtate, \ How ſad an evidence 
were it of my low attainments, that I breathe 
with no more impatience, after that b/:ſed 
Holy reft, in the enjoyment of God and Chriſt; 


and labour no more in preparing for it? When 
we profeſs to believe that all the deſires of our 
ſouls ſhall be fix'd on him, and filled with 


him, as our infinite and ſupream good; and all 
the expeCtations of faith and hope ſwallowed 


up 
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up in endleſs admiration, gratitude, and joy; 
being fully ſatisfied, and at reſt, in the pre- 
fence and viſion of God; without the leaſt 
inclination, or deſire of change. And by con- 
ſequence, 

There will be no need of novelty, as now, 
All happi- 


neſs in this world is by comparing a man's 


- preſent condition with his paſt, or with that 


of ſome inferiors. But the intrinſick good, 
Felicity, and joy of heaven will need no > ſuch 


Y foi to ſet it off; no ſuch compariſon to make 


prized, I' he bleſſed ſpirits will never loſe 


ho. lively ſenſe of that low and miſerable con- 


dition, from which they were raiſed to ſo great 


a glory; and fo will ever equally rejoice in 
the happineſs of their tranſlation and wonderful 


change. And what was at fir? delightful, 
will for ever be ſo; and not diſdain'd, or leſ- 


ſen'd by a continuance; as it happens in this 


world, from the emptineſs, ſhallowneſs, and 


_ . vanity of the creature.\ An affectation of varie- 


25, and delire of change, proceeding always 
from a ſenſe of want, But holy ſouls ſhall ne- 


ver be weary of ſeeing, loving, and enjoying 


God ; his bleſſed preſence will afford us un- 
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\ decaying and endleſs ſatisfaction ; pleaſure ne- heave en, 
| | ver to be interrupted, or abated, and never hey "4 
[i to ceaſe. * The bleſſed oljed? is abſolutely inſi- Ned rec 
; nite, and ſo will be always new to a finite un- ure th. 
| derſtanding , and continual freſh communica- upon e: 
. tions from his infinite fulneſs, muſt needs make Lord 
4 our ſubjective happineſs t to be always: new and Fours, |} 
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Let me by ſuch thoughts quicken and ex- 
cite my diligent endeavours; after a greater 
meetneſs to enjoy ſo great a bliſs.” And to 


| that end, conlider whether any of thoſe hap- 
| py ſouls who have finiſh'd their courſe, and 
obtained the prize, do now regret their utmoſt 
| diligence, patience and perſeverance, during 
| their ſhort abode here, to ſecure the bleſſed- 
neſs of an endleſs life: | no, 10, they are far 
| from repenting the time they ſpent, the trou- 
ble they were at, the care they uſed, the dif- 
| ficulties they met with, the ſufferings they 
endured ; to conflict with the world and the 
fleſh, to reſiſt temptation, to watch over their 
| hearts, and words, and ways, to work out 
their ſalvation, to pleaſe God, and be faithful 


to him, & c. They find, to their unſpeakable 


comfort, and everlaſting joy, that heaven 
makes amends for all they could do or ſuffer, 
in order to their coming thither, Yea, they 
find that they were not diligent, and humble, 


© 


and patient, and circumſpect enough. That 
they did not love God, and ſeek his glory, re- 
deem their time, and improve all their talents 
and opportunities of doing and receiving good, 
and give up themſelves intirely to prepare for 


heaven, to that degree they {nould have done. 


| They find, by the tranſcendency of the bleſ- 


ſed recompence, that it deſerved infinitely 


wre than the moſt active, zealous chriſtian 


upon earth did ever do in order to it, % 
Lord] Quicken my reſolutions and endea- 
yours, by ſuch thoughts as theſe, F Inſpire my 
luggiſh, carnal heart, with holy light, and 
liz, and zeal, and fervour! that /ooking to the 


— 1. 5 things 
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things which are nat ſeen, which are eternal; 
I may * lay up a good foundation ogainſt. th 
time to come, and ſo lay hold on eternal life! 


But alas How much have I neglected the 
great duty of holy meditation ]. How little fal 


and experience have I in it! How taſtelch. 


and infipid oftentimes are my thoughts cf 
God! how confuſed and unſteady ! how lite 
pleaſure or advantage have I, by contempli- 
ting his higheſt excellencies! Yet, methin; 
could I but retain the ſame awakened, Jivc!y 
thoughts of heaven and eternal life, which 
ſometimes | have had ; might I continually tel 
the ſweet and ſacred influence. as for a little 
ſeaſon J have ſometimes felt it; how little, 
how very a nothing, would all this world be 
to me! How comparatively weak, its ſtrong: 
eſt and moſt alluring ſnares To draw me cf 
from God !\with what an unſhaken mind 
could I refuſe and reſiſt them! with what an 
unconcerned indifrence, could I look upon 
all its moſt charming glory! — 

Could I maintain ſuch a frame of 2718 as | 
have ſometimes had for a little while; in the 
ſerious contemplation of divine myſteries, i in 
— fervent prayers, and other ſolemn dutics 0 
religion; when the acts of faith were ſtrong 
and lively, my heart ſet on fire with oe 
to God, and holy breathings After him; ad- 
miring his matchleſs grace to fallen ſinnets 

(and to my ſoul in particular) when he brougnt 
me to the very ſuburbs of heaven, (tho' alas! 
how ſeldom! ) by the delightful thought e 
what the bleſſed ſpirits above enjoy, in yy 
— where 
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Ipere Chriſt is, and beholding bits clory z 
when 1 was ready to ſay within myſelf, "Tis 


haven; Oh! when ſhall mortality be ſiba 

| Irwed up of life] But when 1 thought at any 
time to fix and ſettle in ſuch ſweet contempla- 
tions, how quickly did my lazy, backward- 
heart fly off! how ſoon did the fla me decay 
and die away! how ſoon did I find myſelf. 
| allen down to earth again ! ſunk down from 
the boſom of my Lord, preſently forgot my 
ſelf and heaven, to dwell among the pots, 
„and embrace a dunghil ! Twas not on my 
e, own wings, 0 Lord] that I ſoared fo high 3 
de but I hope by the breathings of that holy 
r. MM. ſpirit of light and love, who bloweth when, 
and where, and how long he liſteth; who gave 


me at any time, any ich firſt fruits of the 


n /p:7:t; who convinc'd me ci the een r of 
on the heavenly inheritance, by a lively believing 
| foreſight of it; who made me earneſtly deſire 
1:1 the wings of a dove to be gone, and appear 
the W before God in Sion ; ; made me pant and groan 
in to be delivered, and to be with God and 
ot Chriſt with inexpreſſible deſire and] joy, un- 
og conceivably mix'd with ſigns and groans. 
oe © my God / let not this experience be only ſuch 
ad- 2 72/72 of the powers of the world to come, 
ers, as is conſiſtent with final Aps/Zacy / only the 
ſeeming zeal of the ſtony ground! the raptu- 
rous joy of an hypocrite V from the power 
| of imagination, and a heated fancy; from 
the workings of meer natural ſelf love; up- 
en miſtaken apprehenſions of God, and a 
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100 Sericus REFLECTIONS 
fects, let me not be of the cauſe and princi. 
ple; that was of God. - 

Teach me from the ſweetneſs of all ſoiritu- 
al communion with God now, in any of hi; 
appoifited ordinances; to argue to my {cf 


what the moſt taviſhing fatifaRion will be,” 


that the enjoyment of "God in heaven wil 


afford the foul. Our holineſs is now imper— 


fect to what it ſhall be; and therefore our 


conſolation, peace, and joy, is but in part; 


and incomparably leſs than we are aflured 
it will be, when we ſhall be admitted to be- 
hold the glory of the Lord. X Tis now at 
moſt, but as the break of day to the luſtre of 
the meridian fun. But if in this low imper- 
fect ſtate, we can ſometimes obtain fo ncar a 


view of his glory, and feel ſuch ſweet com- 
munications of his grace ;\how much moie 


of this conſolation and joy is reſerved in 
heaven lf in this pilgrim ſtate the gifts and 
graces, and comforts of the holy ſpirit are ſo 
refreſhing; Q! what hath God prepared be- 
yond the grave, for thoſe who love him? If 
now he ſometimes ſheds abroad his love in 


Jur hearts, after ſuch a manner; how much 


better ſhall T love him, and feel the influence 


and evidence of his love to me ;|when I {hall 


be with him, and ſee him ſace to face? If the 
apprehenſions of this future bletledneſs do now 
encourage, raiſe, and animate my drooping 


{ ſoul; O! what ſhall I know and ſee? And 
how ſhall I rejoyce when the veil is remov- 


ed? If a facramental communion with God 
and Jeſus Chriſt, be ſometimes ſo ſweet and 


o affecting; | what will the bleſſed communi- 
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on with God and all his ſaints above amount 
to? When I ſhall fit down with all the chil- 
dren of God, in the preſence of the bride- 
/ groom, at the laſt great ſupper of the lamb in 
glory! If the earne/? of our inheritance be ſo 
reviving, what will be the full poſſeſſion of it ? — 
If the hopes of that glorious day, by holy me- 
ditation, be ſo tranſporting, what will be the j 
end of our faith and hope ?[If a grape or two 
in the wilderneſs be ſuch a cordial, what will 
be the whole vintage in the land of promiſe ? oy” 
Shall I after all this, forget my own expe- 
rience, and run from God and heaven, to em- 
| brace or ſeek a periſhing toy? Shall I hide my 
face with Saul among the ſtuff and lumber of 
this world; whenGod is calling me to a glorious 
crotun? Art thou, O my foul 1 | a king's ſon, 
an heir of heaven, an expectant of ſuch great 
4 BY felicity, and yet ſtoop ſo low? Hope for hea- 
o | ve", and yet graſp this earth; ;\ and hug the 
vain appearances of earthly good? Hope to 


1c be {ihe 79 God, (and Oh how glorious an hope 

n is that!) to partake of his image, and eter nal- 1 

nh with him; and yet be ſollicitous, anxious, fu 
and diſquieted about honour, and-money, and K 


a temporal intereſt? And mightily concerned _ fl 
de about the momentan) gratifications of the fleſn, 1 

and the enjoyments of this world? Art thon 1 
a pilgrim and ſtranger here, and travelling 
e home to the heavenly country, and yet eager 
and paſſionate about earthly things? Should an 
Heart that is ſet upon heaven, (or may be fo, 1 
d I 2nd ought to be ſo) ſhould it burn with ſuch. 1 

kitchen, ſuch common fire; and neglect the un- {VOY 
conceivable riches and pleaſures, and immor- | 1 
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tal honours of the other life, and the dawnings 


of that gor, upon my foul, by the foretaſtes 


of it in this? How great is the diſproportion 
between the heavens and earth? How vaſt the 
circumference of the one, and how ſmall a 
point the other? How many thouſand miles 
doth the ſun travel in the heavens, \while. it 
paſſeth but one inch upon a dial? Oh that my 


affections were carried to heavenly things, 
| with a ſwiftneſs ſomewhat anſwerable to the 


| glorious object! And let their motion to earth- 
'l things, be rather ſlow and inſenſible, like 
that of the ſun ona dial. Since I profels to 


believe, and wait for the heavenly glory; 
| ſhould I not live as ſeeking ſuch things, as ex- 
pecting ſuch a glory? And are careleſs and i in- 


different thoughts, fleepy, heartleſs prayers, 


' faint and weak endeavours, becoming in ſuch 
a Caſe? Shall I not mend my pace, and dou - 


ble my diligence in my preparatory Work ? 
When I can believingly foreſee the bleſſed re- 
/ compence ; waiting for that everlaſting light 


of the ſun of righteouſneſs, which no eclipic 


| ſhall ever darken or obſcure ;\for that eternal 
| glorious day, which ſhall never be cloſed With 
an evening. When I ſhall ſee the face of God 

| in Chriſt, and be like him ; participate more 
of his image, reſt in his love, and dwell for 

ever in the light of his countenance, accord- 
ing to the prayer and promiſe of my bleſſed 
Saviour. ” 

And ought not ſuch a proſpect to ſecten 
the bitterneſs of all our intermediate ſuffer- 
ings ?\ We are now oftentimes 4h, wht es and 
ſorrow ; but eternity will be enough for an 

uninterrupted 
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our ſighs and tears, and ſorrows, and com- 
plaints, for triumphant everlaſting praiſe; f our 1 


fears, groans, and death, for crowns and ſcep- 


are fit for us to Hape, but too great to be now 


A devout meditation upon Pſalm 7 3. 2 5. Whom 
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uninterrupted joy. | When we ſhall exchange 
all our troubles for everlaſting reſt, our pri— 
ſons for perfect liberty, our poverty for the 
riches of God; darkneſs for light ; : diſcord 
for love; deformity for beauty; our weak- 


| _ neſſes and preſent languſhings, for ſtrength and 


vigor ; folly for wiſdom ; ; diſgrace for glory; = 
ſickneſs and pain for eternal eaſe and health; - 
the animal for the angelical life; imperſec⸗ 
tion and pollution for conſummate holineſs;— 


loſſes, affronts, diſappointments, perplexities, 


ters, hymns and hall lujahs, light and life, 
and bliſs unutterable; and ſuch great things as 


particu! larly underſtood, and talk'd of ;/ while 
we know but in part, and ſee through a glaſs _ 
darkly." Yea, it ſeems as if it were not law- \ 1 
ful to utter them, 2 Cor. 12. 4. and now they 
cannot be expreſs'd, or fully known; For eye | 
hath not ſeen, nor car heard, or can it enter | 


into the heart of man to conceive that deeper 
g1or y. 
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have I in heaven but thee? And there is 1 
none upon earth, that I deſire beſides thee. + 
THAT is there in heaven or earth, O [| 42 
Lord! but thy preſence to be valued, : 

Se deſired, choſen, ſought, or delights a 
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| in? There is nothing in either world deſira“ 
ble without thee, nothing certainly above thee; 
nothing in compariſon with thee, In thee a- 
lone I truſt, on thee I depend; in thee I re- 
poſe my confidence and hope; [from hee I ex- 
pect all my felicity and ſalvation. Whatever 
J can loſe, yet with the continuance of 2% fa- 
 weur, which is my life, I have {till envwgh, 
With that I am rich, without it IJ am poor and 
miſerable, \ And if I want the love of God, 
all that heaven and earth can give beſides, 
wioill not make me happy. In 7hee therefore, 
a. J would terminate all my affections, all my 
devotions! there is nothing of heaven to be 
had on earth, but in thy favour, image, and 
| Fore; and the reviving ſenſe of it. And all 
| the heaven I expect Hereafter, tis in the more 
lj full and immediate communications of theſe, 
| in thy bleſſed preſence. I can deſire nothing 
i upon earth ; I can enjey nothing in Heaven but 
| thee ! both here and there thou art, and ſhall 
li ever be my all-ſufficient, fatisfactory portion, 
il ' my everlaſting all ! none elſe can be the for- 
{t tion of my foul, Nothing elſe can fill up all 
il its wants, anſwer all its cravings, be ſuited to 
all its capacities, appeaſe and charm all its 
reſtleſs motions, and give complacence to all 
its deſires, and be the proper object of all its 
affeffiuns, . 
What is there elſe can juſtly claim my love, 
bd pretend to my ſupream affection in compa- 
{ ____ riſon with Go? Thou art alone the proper 
[Center of it. Thine infinite and incomparable 
excellencies, (who art love itſelf ) deſerve my 
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choiceſt love; and thy numberleſs mercies and 
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benefits challenge it as a juſt debt, as a piece 


of homage due from all, and of ſpecial gra- 
titude alſo from me. Ob, that I could love 
thee above all things !\ who alone art worthy 
of all my love! O that divine love might be 
the ruling principle within me! to inf ire all 


my thoughts, to regulate all my deſires, to ſet 
all the powers of my ſou! on work! O that 


it might take the full pole Ton of my heart, 


and ſo animate and order all my actions to 


pleaſe him, whom my ſoul loveth! If as yet 


] cannot ſay with thine apoſtle; Lord! thou 


| that knomweſt all things thou knoweſi that I love 


thee : yet I can ſay, Lord, the Eh] that 1 


doould love thee! Thou haſt provided for our 


happineſs, by that firſt and great command of 


loving thee with all our hearts, and fouls, and 
ſtrength. But alas! how backward is my bugs 


giſn, carnal heart, to this delightful exerciſe? 


Tho? I have ſo oft been told, that God is love, 


and that he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him. O ſhed abroad thy love 


into my {out! that I may feel the vital power 


and influence of it, and live continually in the 


love of God, and that' not hing may ever be 


able to ſeperate me from it. — 


Whom have I in heaven or earth 7 habe 
in, but thee? J expect more from creatures, 


than they can, or will perform; but God can 
do for me more abundantly than I can aſk or 


think; exceed my largeſt thoughts, out- ſtrip 
my higheſt eee And no man was 
ever diſappointed, who made thee his hope, 
When I meet with crofſes and wrongs, un- 
faithfulneſs, contempt, hatred and perſecution 
from 
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from men, I need not wonder; I was never 


to!d by God it would be otherwiſe here. Did 


I look for leſs from creatures, and expect more 


from God; Did I reckon this world to be a 
ſtate of tryal, and not a place of reſt and ſatis- 


faction; my faith and my deſires would be 
ſtronger, with reſpect to God and heaven; 


and temporal calamities and diſappointments 


leſs afi tive and vexatious. 3 
And what is there, O Lord! in heaven, or 


in earth, my ſoul can defire beſides thee? Is 

there any thing deſirable but as it is thine, of 
| thee, and from thee? And bears ſome impre- 
ſſion of thine excellence, or brings ſome inti- 
mation of thy love? And what can I rea- 
ſonably deſire ; what that is worth deſiring, 


or having, but thou art able to be, and as, 
and give? | 


In whom, or what ſhall 1 rejoyce, but in 
tee, O Lord? ſhall I ſolace my ſelf in tran- 
| {fitory goods, that flip between my fingers, 


{and periſh in the uſing? or reliſh carnal joys, 
which pollute and debaſe the ſoul? When I 


may and ought to rejoyce in thee at all times, 


as the only ſource of perfect, everlaſting joy. 


Let me then ſtir up my drooping, deſponding, 


unbelieving heart to rejoyce in God; who 
takes pleaſure in chearful ſervice and obedi- 
of his children; who delighteth in thoſe who 
delight in him, Is not * delighting in Gd a 


_ molt eſſential, vital part of religion? Should 


it not be my conſtant frame? Hath not God 


ſufficiently provided, that it may be ſo ?! Can 


I fay and believe, that God is the portion of 
„„ MS 
Vid. Mr. How, of delighting in God. 
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my ſoul ; that h is my God, and J hope to live 
| with him for ever, and not rejoyce? Or can J 
* confider the grace of the new covenant, the 
matchleſs love of Chriſt, and the preciqus promi 
ſes of the goſpel ; and not fee reaſon, to repoyce f -—- 
Yea, doth my ſoul love God, and endeavour 
to pleaſe him; and is not the very act and ex- 
erciſe of oy love, mixt with E 
ſweetneſs? | 
_. Whom is there in . or in earth, or 
Hell, that I ought to fear but thee? Who hath 
a negative voice in all the deſigns of men and 
devils; an hook in their noſtrils; a bridle in 
their mouths, to make them fulhl thy plea- 
ſure; and in every thing Accomplith thy ſo- 
„ Verein deere. 
Iss there any other, in whom I may repoſe 
my truſt, but in hee, O Lord! the rock of 
ages! The might of thy power, the unſearch- 
ableneſs of thy wiſdom, the righteouſneſs of 
thy nature, the ſtability of thy truth, the ri- 
ches of thy grace, and the immutability of 
thy promiſes, are a ſure foundation for my 
[ ſoul to truſt to, and rely upon. Thy word 
) ſtands firm for ever, and the truth of thine. 
ability, and readineſs to help in every time of 
55 8 14 endures the ſame throughout all generati- 
Ny ons. At all times, and in all places my ſoul 
"a truſt in thee, and find relief. And they 
who know thy name will do ſo; for in the 
a Lord Febovab is everlaſting kindneſs and | 
d ſtrength + to anſwer all my doubts, to ſupply 'M i 
od all my wants, and fulfil all my deſires. May MY 
not God take it unkindly, that I truſt him T1 ö 
no more? And is it not a criminal anke 1 | 
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neſs, that I give him not the glory of all theſe 
excellent attributes, which are the grounds of 


truſt; by a conſtant, ſteady, entire depen- 


dance of; him for all that I need? -— 


J have none in heaven but the, O Lord! 
as the object of my invocation and worſbip. 
Let other chriſtians have recourſe to new me- 
diators, and call upon other Gods; I will 
make mention of thy name, and of thy righ- 
teouſneſs only, And aſk of the whatſoever 1 
need, for the ſake of thy Chriſt my only a- 
dorable Mediator. Him thou beareſt always, 


with him thou art always well pleaſed. I ho- 


nour the holy angels as glorious attendants a- 
bout thy throne ; and bleſs thee for them, as 


miniſtring ſpirits for the good of thy ſervants; 
but I dare not invoke or worſhip them, be- 


cauſe they are feliow ſervants. On the ſame 
account, I honour the memory of departed 
ſaints, but neither invoke them, or pay them 


religious worſhip, \ That glory thou wilt not 
give unto another. I have no precept in holy 
ſcripture to direct, no promiſe to encourage, 
no example to authorize the invocation of any 


other but thee; in whom [ believe and truſt, 
Rom. 10. 14. 


Having ſuch a God in heaven, what can I 


nced on earth? His eyes behold me, his wing 
is over me, his hand can ſuply me, his grace 


-previde for me. ] I can want nothing that is 


goed ; unleſs I ſhould need ſomewhat which 


God, the infinitely bleſſed and all-ſufficient 


good, cannot beſtow\ If thou art the portion 
of my ſoul, all my e mies cannot make me 


miſerable; unleſs they can void heaven of the 


preſence 


kind,; 
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preſence of God, hinder his care, bind up his 


hand, or obſtruct his love. But tho' my en- 


mies cannot, I fear my ſins may. They alone 
can ſeperate between God and my ſoul. And 


| confidering the multitude and aggravations of 
| them, and thine unſpotted holineſs and juſtice; 


I ſhould have too much reaſon to fear and 
tremble, yea, and utterly deſpair, F I had 


none in heaven but thee, | But thy word aſſures 


me that I have a mediator there; a faithful 


and a compaſſionate high prieſt, Feſus Chriſt 


the righteous ; whom thou haſt exalted to be a 
prince and ſaviour, to give repentance and re- 


| miſſion of ſins. Who liveth for ever in heaven, 


to make interceſſim, till he hath brought me 
there to behald his glory, and partake of it, — 

That glory, O Lord! thou haſt reſerved 
for heaven; in this world we only deſire, be- 
lieve, and hope to enjoy it.] Whom have 1 
in heaven? That is the place of fruition, — 


What can I deſire upon earth? This world 


is the place of deſires, as the other of full e- 
joyment, Moſt of that which men call enjoy- 
ment in this life, conſiſts but in deſire. De- 
* or luſt is all that is in the wicked world, 
i John 2. c. 13, The riches of a covetous 


worldling makes him defire more; and the 


great myſtery of intemperance, is to create 
and encreaſe deſires; and deſires of another 


kind, are the 8 of good men in this 


world. 5 
Oh ! that I could breathe after a "Rate of 
perfect fruition in heaven, with more impor- | 
tunate defires ! ho will give me to be in hea- 
ven with thee? On earth 1 deſire natbing, . So 
| K one 


110 Devout REFLECTIONS 


one verſion, Let me, O my -ſeul ! think cf 
heaven, as ſuch a place or ſtate of bleſſed en. 
Joyment ! Speak of it, ſeek it, Jong for it, pre. 
pare for it as ſuch, And ſet Zeſus Chrif, 
who is the deſire of all nations, (through whom 
{all divine communications are made to fallen 
ſinners) be the great object of my preſent 
deſires and love] Let me deſire nothing but 
as in him, and for him; that believing hi; 
word, obeying his law, adoring his perſon, 
imitating his example, truſting his promiſe, 
conſtrained by his love, partaking of his-image, 
Filled with his grace, and comforted by his 
ſpirit, my meditations of him may be ſweeter, 
and my love ſtronger, and I may have nothing 
more left to deſire for my ſelf, but that God 
who hath raiſed and exalted him would keep a- 
live my faith and hope, and holy deſires, til 
he hath made me meet to be with him; and 
after having guided me by his grace, and ſpi- 
rit, and .councels, here on earth, would re- 
ceive me to his moſt bleſſed and glorious pre- 
ſence in heaven. Amen. Amen. 


* 1 


eee 


S Ee T. XIII. 


The glorious appearance of Chrſt to judgment 


conſidered as certain: The terror and aſto- 
niſhment, confuſion and deſpair of wicked 
Jews and Chriſtians, to behold their judge, 
and hear his condemning ſentence to Ev E A- 
LASTING deſtruction. f 
X7 HEN our bleſſed Saviour ſhall appear 
W to judge the world, I read that it ſhall 


be, in his own glory, the glory of his Fatber, 
| 5 | 40 
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| and of the holy angels. If by the glory of the 
| Father be meant that of the divinity, as the 
original and author of all things in nature; 
as the Creator of the world; and by the glo- 


e bis Holy angels, be underſtood that of the 
It legal adminiſtration, the /aw being given by 
it WW the diſpoſition of the angels; and by His own. 


glory, that of the goſpel, as he is the Meſſiaß;; 

that in the glory of all theſe he ſhall come to 

judgment: we have a ſummary account of 

| the three different revelations which God hath ; 

| made of himſelf to mankind; by the light 1 

„ of nature, that of the /aw, and the more | 

nz WF manifeſt one of the goſpel, According to 

ol WW which every man is to be judged at the laſt 

a- W day. UV 

ti Tho' we cannot diſtinctly tell what, or 

nd how great our Lord's g/ory will then be; we 

pi. may be certain, it will be ſuitable to the dig- 

re. nity of his royal perſon ſuitable to the gran- 

re: dure of his Father's majeſty ; with the ſplen- 
dor of a triumphant prince, who is Heir of all 

lings; and hath all power in heaven and in 

earth committed to him; the great Lord of 
both worlds, head of angels and men; and 

ent W ſuitable to his glorious office, as mediator; and 

ſto- I the appointed judge of quick and dead. 

kl WH If at his rransfiguration his face ſhone; and 

doe, bis raiment was white and glittering ; How 

g A- much more fplended will his laſt appearance 

be? When the bodies of his ſaints ſhall be ſe- _ 

ven times brighter than the luſtre of the San? © 


per And if his members fhall then be ſo glorious, 9 
ſhall f 5 2 1 
ber, bow tranſcendently more /o will their head, 13 


their Lord appear? If the delivery and promul- 
WR + hy gation- 
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gation of the /aw on mount Sinai, was ac. 
companied with ſuch circumſtances of terrj. 


ble majeſty, how much more may we ſuppoſe 


the great afſize will be attended with; when 
he comes to judge for the violation of the /aw, 
and the contempt of the goſpel ?/ And if even 
AZofes did then exceedingly quake and fear, 
what will be the conſternation and trembling 
of the wicked world at the coming of Chriſt? 
When he ſhall be revealed from heaven in fla- 
ming fire, with a glorious retinue of his migh- 
ty angels, as ſo many bright ſtars, ; about the 
more glorious ſun of righteouſneſs. / The lights 
of heaven ſhall be eclips'd; the viſible fun 
' ſhall veil its bluſhing head, as infinitely out- 
: ſhone; the preſent glory of the creation be all 
benighted, by reaſon of his tranſcendent bright- 
neſs. Vea, the heavens ſhall be warp'd up as 
a ſcroll ; the elements melt away with a migh- 
ty noiſe , the earth and all its works be bur. 
ned up; and the whole univerſe as one great 
' bonefire, to adorn the triumph of our Lord's 
appearance, And this uſhered in by the voice 


of an archangel, proclaiming his approach; 


and the voice of God, ſupplying the uſe of a 
trumpet, to raiſe the dead, and poſſeſs man- 


| Kind with an awful reverence of their judge. 


Thus in triumph, as a congueror, and 4 
| judge, ſhall he come again, who once appea- 
red in the form of a ſervant, to be judged and 
condemned by man. Then he was called 
king in ſcorn: now he will appear as much a- 
bove all earthly and human greatneſs, as once 
he ſtooped, for our ſakes, beneath it. Then 
the contempt of nations, and no way cl. 
7 teemed 


— 


— 
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teemed defirable when he came from the 
womb of his virgin mother: mow the terror 


of the world, when he comes again from the 
right-hand of his father, 


in, and by all them that believe x. 


He was put to fame in the days of his fleſh, - 


made himſelf of no reputation, and accoun- 
ted unworthy to live: but when he comes a- 


gain, he ſhall put on a garment of vengeance, _ 


to repay furies to the enemies of his:croſs, and 


make his wicked deſpiſers riſe again to ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt. They that once 
bowed the knee to him in mockery, and ſhaked 


their heads at him in deriſion, ſhall then /ze e- 


very knee bow before him, of things in heaven; 


things in earth, and under the earth angels 


men, and devils, in ſubjection to him; as 
Lord and King. Pilate who condemned'hinm_ 
as his priſoner, ſhall appear before him as his 


rightful judge; and know that he was ano- 
ther gueſs king and monarch, than that Ro- 


man emperor. The falſe witneſſes who ac-. 
cuſed him of blaſphemy, ſhall be impeached 
by one another, and their own guilty conſci- 
ences, before his bar; with the other Fes, 
who once draged him before their tribunal; - 
and be conounded to ſtand before his judg- - 
ment-ſeat, \ His crucifiers ſhall behold on a 
throne of glory, whom they nailed to an in- 
famous cro/s. > They ſhall be aftoniſhed to 


behold him ſitting at the right-hand: of Ged, 
* 


* 


(*) 2 Theſſ. chap. x, 


No more to be ſub- + 

jet to a ſtate of meannefs, but 10 render e 
all who know not God, and obey not the goſpel: | 
and to be glorified in the ſaints, and admired 


3 whoſe 
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whoſe hands they bound, whoſe body they 
ſcourged, whoſe tide they pierced. \ They 


who crowned him with thorns ſhall (with 
all the world) behold him with a crown cf 


glory. They that ſpit on him, and ſmote 


him on the face with the fiſt of wicked 


neſs, ſhall have their own faces covered with 


confuſion. „ They that approved his condem- 


nation to death, as a criminal, ſhall be ſenten- 
ccd from his mouth, as their judge, to ever- 
laſting deſtruction. I They that ſcourged him 
as a malefactor, ſhall be beaten with many 
ſtripes. \ They that made him ſtagger under 


the weight of his croſs, ſhall fink under the 


guilt and puniſhment of deſpiſing it. They 
, that nailed him to the accurſed tree, between 


| thieves and robbers, {hall be ſentenced to end- 


[eſs puniſhment, in much worſe company, 
They who gave him gall and vinegar to drink, 
| ſhall not be able to get a drop of water to cool 
their own tongues, % Where then ſhall the 
wicked and ungodly of the chriſtian world ap- 
| pear ? who crucify the /n of God afreſh, ſince 
he hath declared himſelf to be ſo, by his re- 
ſurrection, and the miſſion of the holy ghoſt, 
and fulfilling his threatened vengeance on the 
nation of the Feu 
If rhe eros ſhall have a forer condemna- 
tion than ignorant Heathens, who never heard 
of Chriſt, never faw his miracles, or were in- 
formed of his doctrine ; how ſhall we eſcape? 
for he will come again as à congueror and Judge, 
and not as ſufferer and a ſurety, as he came 
at firſt; and though he was numbered with 
17 anſreſſers, and madg his * with the 
4 vic bed 
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wicked, at his firſt appearance; he ſhall here- 


after be attended with the ſhouts of angels, 
who excel in ſtrength, and the joyful Accla- 
olittering as the light, 
and paying homage to him as the judge of 


mations of his ſaints, 


quick and dead. He, whom we have deſpi- 
ſed, ſhall then be encompaſſed with a dazling 
glory, that will confound us. He, whom we 
have affronted, will be 7 with a majeſ- 

ty that ſhall aftoniſh us. He, whom we have 


offended, ſhall be armed with power and with 


wrath to puniſh us; and all that continue to 


lift up the heel againſt him, fhall then be made 
his footſtool ; all chat refuſe. to Kiſs the ſceptre 


of his grace, ſhall be brok en in pieces by his 
iron rod, — 

The holy ſcripture doth frequently and ex- 
preſsly aſſure us, that he will us come again, 


and for thoſe ends. He is exalted, and gone 


to heaven, as the bead of his xi Res and the 
king of glory ; and when he foretold his alcen- 


ſion, he gave a promiſe of his return. The 
heavens are to contain him, till the reſtitution 
By his providence, and by his 
holy ſpirit, he now carries on the deſigns of 


of all things. 
his death : 


and when theſe are accompliſhed, 


he will appear to the joy of believers, and the 


confuſion of the wicked He is entered as 


our * forerunner, within the veil to prepare 


manſions, and to take poliefiion for us, and 
will not always leave us in this dark and defi- 


ling world. He knoweth our ſorrows, and 


heareth our prayers, and bottles our tears, 
takes notice of our groans, and in all our aj, 


AiCki, 


* Heb. 10 19. and x. 20. 
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flictions he is afflicted. Being reconciled by His 
deaih, at his firſt coming, we ſhall be ſaved 
by his life, ſince he lives to make good his word 
of coming again. ” 
How comfortable is the news of it? How 


Joyful will be the meeting to ſuch as expect and 


prepare to fee him? when the fea and the 
graves ſhall yield vp their dead, and all the 
priſoners of hope lift up their heads, ariſe, go 
up and meet the Lord in the air, and afgend' 


with him to the heavenly glory. But who 


can expreſs how diſmal a fight this will be to 
the ſecure, and the impenitent, to all who die 
in their {ins ? to behold their judge (who for- 
merly offered to be their Saviour) upon a glo- 
rious throne, and all the children of Adam 
ſummoned before his tribunal ! | to have no- 
thing to anſwer againſt his charge, and no 
way to eſcape his condemning ſentence | They 
deſpiſed him as a /amb, offered in facrifice to 


/taks away the fins of the world ; but ſhall no 


| xegroof; hcarken to the call of his word, and o- 


Jonger do ſo, when he comes as the 598 4 the 
tribe of Fudah, to devour and deſtroy the c- 
nemies of bis croſs. V Noto they will not own 

him for their Lord, but ſhall then find he is fo, 
by the vengeance he will execute. 
As a Fefus, as a Saviour they rejected him, 
making light of his ſalvation, deſpiſing his 
mercy, refuſing his grace; but the zeglected 


| goſpel will then be a more Killing letter than the 


law. He, who by his ambatladors, doth-now 


iüntreat finners to be reconciled, will then be 
us deaf to their intreaties, as they have been 


to his, Becauſe they would not turn at his 


bey 


bey his voice, they muſt hear the ſentence of 
condemnation, and feel the execution of it, 


whether they will or no; yea, the blood of 


his croſs will upbraid, accuſe, and plead againſt 
them. And whatſoever fooliſh evaſions they 


now make to continue in ſecurity, they (ball 
then be /peechlefs and ſelf-condemned, +. No- 
thing will be able to hide them from the ama- 
ing preſence of their judge, or from the 
Wrath of the /amb, He then will inflict an 
intolerable and righteous vengeance, an ever- 
laſting deftrufion upon the ignorant and un- 


godly world: The greateſt, the ſtouteſt, the 
boldeſt of them ſhall then be humbled, and 
ſtand before Chriſt's tribunal, upon an equal 


level with the meaneſt ; ;\ ſeized with horror, 
filled with guilt, anguiſh and deſpair ; and 


find to their eternal confuſion, that the judge 


7s no reſpecter of perſons, but every man ſball 
receive according to his works :\ the mighty 


ſhall not be ſpared for his greatneſs, nor the 
mean for his poverty. 


O Fool] O wretch that Iam! ſhall x n 
then ſay, who now brave it out in pride and 


vanity, unconcerned about a future judgment! 


not to be perſuaded by the terrors of the Lord, 
which I was ſo often warned and foretold of! 1 


What refuge of hope can I now flee to? 


What can F ſay for myſelf? What can I do to 
_ eſcape, to die, to exiſt no longer ?/I would 
have no compaſſ;on on my own ſoul 3 I would 
not ſo much as confider its danger I ſhall now 
find none from Chriſt, 1 can expect none: his 


mercy is gone, and gone for ever! J am loſt, 


_ undone, tormented, "and muff eternally be fo. 
O the 
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O the amazement, horror, and deſpair of ſelf- 5 
condemned finners in that day of vengeance! Bm 
O my foul ! what is there of greater conſe- 5 
quence, or of greater certainty from the word 25 
of God, than that I, appear to judgment 1 © 
when Chriſt ſhall come again ? | Lord, teach 5 
me to believe it firmly, to conſider it often, my 
to lay it ſeriouſly to heart, to act under the 1 
influence and power of it, as long as | live; ms 
that at the great reſurrection from the dead, I 3 
may lift up my head with a joyful hope, and Wh 


find the judge to be my friend, my advocate, 
my Teſus, and not my enemy and deſtroyer, — - 


Ge e $4 e 


5 8 r. XXIII. 

Meditations of the glory of Chriſt in his glo- 

rified faints, and of the thankful admiration 

of. believers, awhen he fhall come again from 

heaven, which ſhall be continued to all eter- 
r 1 


HE terror of our Lord's appearance to 
1 judgment, cannot be greater to the 
wicked, than the comfort and joy of it will be 
to the /aints. When they ſhall ſee him whom 
their ſouls love, aſcend with him to heaven, + 
and be welcomed, according to his promiſe, 
with thoſe endearing words *, Come ye bleſſed 
children of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you, from the foundation of the 
world, ce It was for your ſakes I aflumed 
| Th CA Eon Goon * fleſh 
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ce fleſh, lived on earth, and died on the croſs 


to purchaſe this glorious kingdom for 51 
which I now come to give you the poſſeſ- 
ſion of: it was for this I prayed and ſuffe- 
red on earth, for this I interceeded ever 
ſince in heaven: I was heard in that pray- 
er, accepted in thoſe ſufferings, and my 
interceſſion granted that where I am you 
may be alſo, to behold my glory, Come there- 
fore good and faithful ſervants, enter into 


your Lord's joy. O what raviſhing words 
will theſe be ! what an extaſy of love and 


| Kindneſs is implied in them ! what matter of 
rejoycing may it now give me, to admit the 
hope that my bleſſed Saviour will ſay ſuch words 
as theſe to me, and bid me ſtand on his right- 
hand, among his ſheep. \ O what an exulting 
frame of ſoul will ſuch expreſſions raiſe ! How 
ſhall all my doubts and fears, and ſorrows be 


| ſcattered in a moment, and ceaſe for ever | 
O gloriousday ! when my bleſſed Lord ſhall 
" FF thus publicly acknowledge me for his own, 
and plead my caule from all the accuſations 
| , of ſatan, and the malicious calumnies of all 
| his inftruments ! when I ſhall be able to ſay 


of all my fins and ſufferings, as my Lord upon 
dhe croſs, It is finiſhed, it is finiſhed! My 
5 HF warfare being accompliſhed, being more than 
oy conqueror over all through him that loved me, 
wy and died for me, and now is come to wipe a- 
5 way all tears from mine eyes, as it were with 
ſe the napkin that was bound about his head when 
5 laid in the grave; all being the fruit of his 
a BB meritorious death. Then ſhall I have nothing 


ein more to fear, or wiſh or beg; I ſhall offend, 


_ provoke 
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provoke and diſhonour him no more 0 or b der 
| my folly and ſcandal, diſcredit his holy name it n 
and goſpel; but by conſummate holineſs be fit- attr 

ted to rejoice in his preſence and love, and ce- ma 
lebrate his praiſe for ever. I ſhall never more deer 
lament his abſence, or complain of his anger; KW vatic 
never ſee a cloud on his face, or frown in his ſear, 
look any more. \ Now I muſt wait and pray, reali 
ſtruggle and ftrive, labour and ſuffer, deſire that 
and expect, believe and hope, &c. but then, typit 
perfect reſt and holineſs, love and joy, vifion in th 
and fruition, bliſs and glory unutterable and to be 
everlaſting ſhall take place. A 

All the attributes of God, all the wonder- the 


ful perfections of Chriſt will then be glorified truth 
in believers, and admired by them.“ His in- by th 


variable truth will then be honoured, which | cious 
they truſted to, and waited for; for now they fame 
ſhall know, and find they did not wait in nite g 
vain: they hoped in his word, and ventured £0nq1 
their ſalvation upon it; and now they ſhall law b 
Teceive the end of their faith and hope, inh- duing 
nitely beyond what they ever expected or be- the fc 
lie ved. ole | wiſe 
The glory of divine wiſdom will then ap- Koss; 
pear, when the conſtitution, adminiſtration, all th 


and deſign of the mediator's kingdom {ſhall be wonde 
fully known in the admirable order and beauty 
of every part of it, with the exact tendency 
of all the particulars to one glorious end, and 
the whole undertaking crowned with ſo blel- 
ſed an iſſue. What is now a my/tery even to 
believes themſelves, and hath a veil upon it, 
- ſhall then no longer be ſo ; all the rideles of 
God's grace and providence ſhall be plainly un- 
„ GL derſtood. 
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derſtood. O how tranſporting a view muſt 


it needs be, when the glory of all the divine 
attributes which God intended to accompliſh 
in and by Chriſt, ſhall be manifeſt to his re- 


deemed ſaints! the whole method of our ſal- 


vation will then appear to be the fruit of un- 


ſearchable wiſdom, when we ſhall all ſee the 


reality and ſubſtance, and entire ſcheme of all 


that God deligned in and by him ; all that was 
typified of him, and foretold concerning him 
in the Old Teſtament. How will it all appear 
to be the manifold wiſdom of God ! Epheſ. iii. 10. 

As in uniting heaven and earth together in 
the perſon of our moderator, fulfilling the 
truth of a terrible threatning in his death, and 
by the ſame way accompliſhing * many gra- 


cCious promiſes; ſatisfying juſtice, and at the 
ſame time ſhewing mercy ; manifeſting infi- 
nite grace and kindneſs by ſhedding of blood; 


conquering death by dying, and diſarming the 
law by obedience to it, Cc. afterwards ſub- 
duing the world to the faith of the goſpel, by 
the tooliſhneſs of preaching ;| making men 
wiſe to ſalvation, by the knowledge of the 
croſs ; and ſpreading that faith the more, by 


all the oppoſition made againſt it, Sc. How 
wondertully will a clear view of theſe 1 | 


diſcover, and glorify the wiſdom of God! 
But the love and grace of Chriſt ; tbe in- 
nite goodneſs and compaſſion of God will then 
be magnified in an eſpecial manner What 
but ſovereign love in the whole contrivance 


pn; PE and 
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and council of God about our redemption ! 


What admirable love and grace in the whole 
management of that deſign! What unparal- 
lelled kindneſs in the accompliſhment of it, 


by the ſacrifice of the Son of God! And how 
potious will this love appear, when he ſhall 
Come again to give us the full harveſt of all 
his purchaſe! With what admiring thankful- 
' neſs ſhall believers then contemplate the un- 
ſearchable riches of his-grace ! In all the parts 
and inſtances of humiliation, from his concep- 
tion to his crucifixion and burial ;\in all the 


evidences and diſcoveries made of it, from the 
Arſt promiſe to its. completion, yea, from the 


foundation of the world, in the covenant of 
peace between the father and the fon, until his 


ſecond coming to judge the world, and deli- 
ver up the kingdom to his father. | 
How ſhall we then admire and adore his 


_ p7werful grace which ſnatched us as fire-brands 


out of everlaſting burnings; that effectually 


ſhined into our minds by heavenly light; con- 
quered the oppoſition of our ſtubborn wilk, 


janctified our carnal hearts, reſcued us from 


Ln W of ſatan, and the dominion of 


. „ — ˙ ˙—— —— — — 


luſt ; giving, cheriſhing and preſerving the 


LF holy ſeed of grace, and making it ſpring up 


to eternal life ; defeating the malicious and 


ſubtle endeavours of the devil to o deſtroy it; 
enabling us to endure tribulation, and perſe- 


? 
vere to the end; giving us victory over death; 


conducting us through the dark valley ; railing 


our bodies, reviving and re-uniting chem to our 
Iſouls, and rendering them glorious like his own 
dodp ; and at length rewarding our imperfect 


 kervic | 


* 
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1 ſer vice with eternal life. / Vea, though our 


le beſt ſervices were mixed with fin, our holieſt 
| duties ſpotted, our moſt couragious ſuffering 
t, W mixed with unbelief, rewarded with a blefled- 


W neſs that hath no allay of evil, but all the 
ll ingredients of a perfect felicity, and nothing 


ll to leſſen and interrupt it.] How ſhall we then 
l admire the bounty of our gracious Lord, the 
N= lernen tenderneſs, riches, and the exceeding 
ts greatneſs and glory of his infinite Sead and 
p- grace to poor believers! — 
he With what extaſies of joy and gratitude may 
he MW we imagine that our Lord will be then admi- 
he red by all his redeemed ones? 
of Saying, This is He who made our peace 
his with God, and reverſed the ſentence of dam- 
li- nation, which we were under; who bought 
us with the price of his moſt precious blood, — 
his bore the wrath of his father, and ſubmitted to 
ds an infamous and curſed death for us. He aſſu- 
ly med our nature, that we might partake of his; 
»n- WM became the /n of man, that we might be made. 


1s, MW the children of God: for our ſakes he became 
om Poor, that we through his poverty might become 
of rich - he ſtooped to bear the greateſt ignominy 
the and reproach, to confer honour on us: he was 
uM for à time forſaken of his father, that we 
and might not be fo eternally ; he felt the ſtroke of 
it; his anger againſt ſin, that we might not periſh. 
rle- under it. He was a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
ath; quainted with griefs, that we might rejoice: 
ling! his agonies and bloody ſweat were for our re- 
our freſhment, and by bis ſtripes we are healed: 
own he bowed his head on the croſs, that we might 
tet lift up ours in triumph; and becauſe we bad 
ce — Na eaten 
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eaten of the forbidden fruit, he hung on the 


accurſed tree. It was for us that he ſuffered 
| the frowns of heaven, the enmity of hell, the 


rage of devils, the hatred and perſecution of 


the world : he was judged that we might not 
come into condemnation :\he was crucified, 
that we might be glorified ;Yand he is now 
come again, finally and fully to effect it, = 


O the heighth and depth, and length, and 


breadth of the love of Chriſt, which patleth 
knowledge, but calls for admiration, and ever- 
{laſting gratitude! This is the blefſed day, we 
long'd and waited, and prayed for! This is 


our gracious, our gleriew Lord, whoſe love 


melted our heart, whoſe promiſe was our ſup- 
port, whoſe word was our rule, whoſe ſpirit 
was our comforter, whole croſs was our 


| grown, and the hope of his appearance our 
chief conſolation ! .— 


Lord! What am 1, what was J, that the 


ever bleſſed Son of God fhould do and ſuffer 


and purchaſe all this fer me ?}I can remember 
when J was ignorant of God, a ftranger to 
him, at enmity with him, undet, the power 


i of darkneſs, and the devil, ſerving divers luſts 


and pleaſures, haſtening to hell, and liable to 


his wrath. But he choſe me out of the world, 


ſtamp'd his image upon me, pardoned my 
| ſins, and embrac'd me in the arms of his un- 
| changeable love. O happy change and yet 
how little did I prize his grace, admire his 
love and expreſs my own, or promote his ble, 


ry, and honour him in the eyes of others? 


How did I diſhonour my profeſſion and holy 


calling, as his diſciple, by aggravated apol- 


tacy?! ? 


tacy : 
and h 


graci- 


admit 
bring 
I ha V 
tweer 
That 


ſerabl 
they 


| laſting 


his gl 
O, 


than 
and h 


| glorio 


much 
ever J 
mag 
that v 
admir 
and p. 
ry of | 

Suc 
the m 
ſus. 
F low! 


low as 


high, 

ever e. 
deſcen 
ſo mu 
worſh} 
every 

let all 
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tacy ? But he recovered me by repentance, 
and healed my bachſlidings, And received me 
 oraciouſly, becauſe he loved me freely. O 
admirable grace! to pardon and fave, and 
bring to glory ſuch an unthankful wwretch, as 
J have been! to make ſuch"a difference be- 


That the ſame power which makes them mi- 


ſerable, now makes me bleſſed !, That when 
they are baniſh'd from his orefence into ever- 

| laſting deſtruction, I am admitted to behold 
his glory, and ſhall dwell with him for ever!“ 
O, how much more do I now fee and find, 


man ever I believed, of the love of Chriſt, 


tween me and others, whom I knew on earth! 


— 


a 
Fg 


| and his promiſed falvation ! How much more 
glorious is the perſon of my redeemer ! How 


much more excellent is the heavenly {tate than 


ever I thought or expected /I cou not have 


imagined the thouſandth, thonſandth part of 
that which I now fee and feel, LI cannot but 
admire, and ſpend an eternity in admiring. 
and praiſing the incomparable grace and glo- 
ry of my bleſſed Redeemer.— 


3 — 


the moſt thankful adoration of our Lord Je- 
ſus, Say ing one to another, O bleſs the Lord 
F love and glory! who humbled himſelf ſo 
low as our Mediator, and hath exalted us ſo 
high, as the bleſſed fruit of it! How can we 
ever enough adore and praiſe him, who con- 
deſcended ſo far, and hath done and ſufter'd 
ſo much for us? / See how the holy angels 
worſhip this King of glory! And have not 
every one of us more reaſon to do ſo ?} O 


6 
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Such holy admiration will certainly produce 


let all the choir of heaven celebrate his glori- 


| 
i 
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_ ous love! and let us his redeemed, his glori- 


fied ones ſay continually, Let the Lord be 
magnified; who hath loved us, and waſhed us 


from our ſins in his own blood, and made us 


kings and prieſis unto God his Father, and 


through him ours, | 


O merciful Saviour! O glorious change! 
O happy ſociety ] with whom we ſhall eternal- 
ly adore our common Lord. We can ſome 
of us remember, when we lived together on 


. earth, how we wept and prayed, and faſted 


and mourned together,” how we ſuffered, and 
complain'd, and ſinn'd together, O the 
marvellous change our Redeemer hath now 


_ wrought for us, and in us! theſe bodies, 

theſe ſouls, this life, this place, this company, 
/ theſe enjoyments are not like thoſe in yonder 
world. 


But alas! who - can deſcribe what 
believers ſhall then think, and fay to extol 


their Saviour! How ſmall a portion is it we 


underſtand of that world? How little can I 
conceive, and how much leſs expreſs ? Beſſed 


be God we know ſo much, as the matter of 


our joyful hopes; and for ever bleſſed be 
God, who hath promiſed and provided ſuch 


a glory for us, as cannot now bs fully 
Annen. e a oo 
What inexpreſſible ſweetneſs might be- 
levers taſte, by rejoicing in hope, did a more 
lively Faith realize all this to their ſouls? 
We might liſten as it were to the ſhouts # 
and acclamations of the ſaints above, and 
ſay amen to their thankſgivings. T We might 
behold: them about the throne of God, and 
ef the lamb, with palms of videry in thei 
. 1 he hands, | 


— 


4 haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure 

they are, and were created. And worthy is 
1 the lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, 
* aud riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
e honour, and glory and bleſſing. And again, 
n | Llefſing, hanour, glory and power be unto him * 
d who fits upon the throne, and to the lamb, 2 
d for ever and ever, mm — | | 
\C Whence is it, O my /eul! If indeed J be- \ 
W lieve and expect all this, that I can hear | 
85 and read, and think, and ſpeak of theſe great 
* | things, with no more ardent affections, ſuita- 
er ble preparations, importunate prayers, and vi- | 
at | gorous deſires? How ſhould the believing} { 
to! | thoughts of that day promote my heavenly- i 
we | mindedneſs, ſelf-denial, contempt of the world, | 
11 patience and perſeverance? Quicken my zeal, } 
ic Þ | ſecure my ſteadfaſtneſs, and give life and ſpi- | 
of rit to my prayers for the haſtening of it | 
be #F How ſhould my ſoul; riſe towards heaven, by 
uch holy love and deſire 2! Aſcend and meet him, 1 
get as near him as I can, breathe after more | 
p of his preſence, and beg him to prepoſſeſs my 1 
be- heart, to anticipate his ſecond coming by } 
107e clearer diſcoveries of love, and fuller com- | 
als? ! munications of his grace? Even /o, come Lord | 
outs Feſus, CR pt . ll 

Ney. 4. e. Ls . e. 1 13. | 
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hands, a crown of glory on their heads, and 
ſongs of triumph in their mouths, ſaying, ai- 


lelujah ; * worthy art thou, O Lord, to re- 


ceive glory, and honour, and power ; for thou 


SECT] 
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2 


S-E e r. IV. 


Concerning the examination of a man's heart 
and life: The reaſonableneſs, advantages and 


Some directions and advice 


 neceſſuty it. 


concernins the time and manner; that we 


may know in what preparedneſs we are 
for eternity, 


1 Am haſtening every year, every day, to 


the period of this: I muſt ſhortly appear 


before my glorious Judge; and experience 


theſe terrors or comforts, this bleſſedneſs or 


miſery, which I have now read of. Shall I 


not therefore enquire which of the two be- 


| longs to me? Is it not worth conſidering, 
' whither I muſt go, and how I ſhall fare, 


when [I quit this body? What is like to be my 


next habitation? To which of the two un- 
* changeable ſtates I ſhall be adjudg'd ? | Shall 
an enquiry of ſo much conicquence be put 


off, to an indefinite hereafter ?/ Do LI not de- 
ſire to know the worſt, while a remedy may 


be found? Or am I content to die through 
an unwillingneſs to diſcover that I am ſick ?,/ 


The queſtion to be reſolved is of infinite 
weight, Shall I not ſpend a few hours to 


| know what will become of me for ever? An 
error is no more than poffible, tis eaſy to mil- 
take; and the hazard of ng: ſo is unſpeak- 


Du 


tion hg 
Ho 
| Who t 

of the! 
that th 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 129 
ably great. How many thouſands periſh eter- 
nally, even under the light of the goſpel, who 
never ſuſpected their danger? How ordinary, 
how common a thing is it for men to be thus 
deceived ! how ſucceſsful is the devil in this 
ſtratagem againſt the ſouls of men! & 

Is it not then a moſt criminal ſtupidity to 
be contentedly ignorant and: unreſolved, whe- 
ther I am eee to God or no; whether 
Jam led by the fleſh or by the ſpirit ; whe- 
ther I am in the broad or narrow way, which 
ieads to ſuch contrary ends; that is, whether, 


if I die in this condition, | ſhall be /aved or 


| periſh? Can ſuch an enquiry be frivolous or 


indifferent ? Is the fulject of it ſo contemptibiey \, * 


or my concern in it fo ſmall, that it merits not 
to be attentively conſidered? Shall I never aſk 
my foul, till I am leaving this world, (the 
3 time of all to begin fo important an 
affair) what am 1? To whom do T belong? — 
Mpoſe image do I bear? How have J lived, 
and what da I da? What do love moſt? 


Mhat do F moſt conſtantly deſire, and chuſe, 


and ſeek? How doth the pulſe of my foul beat © _ 
I it quickeft towards God, or towards the 
world? I/hither am I going 5 What will be the 


| final upſhot and iſſue of my preſent courſe ? 1s 


it heaven or hell I mujt be tranſlated to by 2 


ing? What ſecurity have 1 got 2 eternal life? 


IVhat proviſions have 1 made? Li bat founda- 


tion have I laid? — 

| How ſtrangely jinfaruaced - are moſt men, 
who talk of an everlaſting life, as an article 
of their creed, and ſay they count upon it, 
that they muſt dwell in Zappineſs or miſery for 


ever 3 
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ever; and ſeldom or never bethink themſelves 
in good earneſt, and for any time with a ſet- 
| tled compoſed exerciſe of thoughts, which of 
theſe zwo is like to be their lot. Or if they 


begin to ſearch and try themſelves, they come 


to no concluſion, or conclude too haſtily; ; they 


pluck of the plaiſter as ſoon as it begins to 


ſmart; they are either frightned with the hor- 
rid proſpect of paſt crimes, or, having eſcap'd 
the groſſer pollutions of the world, judge too 


tavourable of their own caſe. They com- 
monly do the work but by halves, and ſo go 
from the glaſs, and forget what manner of 
perſons they were. * 

Let me therefore, O my ſoul / Seqgueſter 


my ſelf from the world, to commune with 
my own heart, to reflect upon niy paſt liſe 


and look into my pieſent ſtate, “ to recollect 
and review the moſt conſiderable paſſages of 


my courſe and time hitherto.) O how neg⸗ 


lected and diſuſed a practice is this, which 


doth challenge and require our principal and 
moſt ſerious concerns about it! And how ma- 


ny begin it, and are diſcouraged, and leave 
off, without reaching the end of ſuch an en- 


quiry ! 0 


How much wiſer in this reſpect are the 


children of this world in their generation, 
than the children of light ? Who is ſo exact 


in his accompts between God and his own ſoul, 
as tradeſmen in their dealings with one ano- 
ther? Who is at the pains to write down his 


fins and his mercies? the grounds of his fear, 


and the encouragements of his hope? Or keeps | 


a.jeurnal and fie of his Merit. fi? 


Gi | 
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Who doth, at ſet times, once a month, or 


once a guarter, or even once a year, take a 


Juſt view of himſelf, his heart, and life, and 


| Rate, as a chriſtian; that he may fee what 


he hath received and done, what he owes, 


and what he may expect; that he may know 


whether he zhrive or decays; whether he en- 


creaſe or decreaſe, whether he go backward 
or forward ; whether he be richer or poorer this 
ear than the laſt? And is it not a ſympton 
that you are declining, when you love not to 
examine your accounts? Is there not ground 
of jealouſy and ſuſpicion, that you are bebind- 
hand becauſe you are loth to enquire, whether 
you are or no; and unwilling to know the 
/ worſt of your condition ? Nevertheleſs, with- 
out ſuch enquiries, and bringing the matter to 
2 determination, at what uncertainties muſt we 
live? And how unconceivable an hazard do 
all hypocrites and unrenewed finners run? 
And how reaſonable, how neceſſary is it that 
we ſhould know, and in order to it, prove 
ourſelves? We muſt therefore beſtow time 
and ſerious diligence about it, that we may ex- 
amine matters to the bottom, and come to 
ſome reſult; ſo that we may form a right 
judgment concerning our own caſe, >, 

' He that would do it to good purpoſe, muſt 
endeavour to underſtand clearly the terms of 


the covenant on God's part, and on ours: 


And take care not to judge of himſelf gy 
miſtaken rules; by a falſe ſtandard that God 
will not juftify ;\or by any ſuch characters as 
will not concludes But moſt men are un- 


willing to bring themſelves to a trial, or to 


let 
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let conſcience deal plainly and faithfully with 

them. They are ſtupidly ſecure, and ſee not 
the neceſſity of this duty Yor do not ſuſpect 
_ themſelves. They preſume they need not be 
at that trouble: or are ſo taken up with the 
world, that they cannot find time and leiſure 
for it. And many men dare not bring their 
hearts and ways to a trial. There is com- 


' monly ſome ſecret luſt indulg*d, which they 


are loth to let go. But moſt go on in fin, 
and periſh eternally, becauſe they think there 
is no danger of periſhing; and never repent, 
and make their peace with God, becauſe they 
fancy, and preſume *tis done already. 
Therefore let me beg of thee, whoever thou 
art, who readeſt this, to put the caſe to thy 
ſelf, ſeriouſly to admit the doubt, whether 
you are not miſtaken; make the ſuppoſition, 
that you have not hitherto ſufficiently conſide- 
red the ſtate of your ſoul. } You are confident 
that all is well; and thereupon are unwilling 
to examine farther ; But for that very reaſon 
175 ought to queſtion, whether it be ſo or not? 
o but aſk your ſelf ſeriouſly, what is the 
ground of your good opinion concerning your 
ſelf? For what reaſon can you thus conclude? 
Did you ever ſeriouſly lay to heart the ch 
rafters and deſcription which the ſcriptures 
give of thoſe whom Chriſt will own at the laſt 
day; and of ſuch whom he will reject and 
reprobate? With unfeigned application to 
your own caſe, have you therewith prov'd your 
ſelves? And come to a ſettled judgment, a 
deliberate enquiry ?i And was the concluſion to 
your comfort and joy? If fo, what 1 5 
ee hat 


* 


| the fins you have been ſince guilty of; 
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hath it fince had upon your heart and life? 
Hath it promoted purity, thankfulneſs, hea- 


venly-mindedneſs, contempt of this world, 
and ſtronger deſires after the image, love, and 


preſence of God, and the glory of Chrilt? 
Moreover conſider, 


Is not this a good while ago ? How have 


you behaved your ſelf ever ſince ? Have you 


not reaſon to look back with ſhame? If you 
but fghtly examin'd your ſelf formerly, re- 
ſolve to do it more effectually now: 3 

and if 
you have not done any thing conſiderable of 
this kind, you oughtsnv to begin. } It is ſea- 
ſonable to begin the year by ſuch an exerciſe; 
and it will be found * great uſe, in all the 
following parts of it: eſpecially when you 
come to examine your ſelf afreſh in order to 
the Lord's ſupper, t For we ought frequently 


to renew the ſad rememberance of our fins 3+» 


that from time to time we may renew our re- 


pentance, which is the work of our life, and 
not of one day. And he that comes to the ſa- 
crament, and will look no farther back than 
to the laſt communion, may poſſibly preſume 
too much, that all was then as it ſhould 5 
and not be humble enough. 


If any one therefore reſolve in good earn- 
eſt upon an holy life and ſeriouſly deſign to 


prepare for eternity, as it is neceſſary to 


make a general review of his life, ſo 1 de- 


fire to afford him the beſt counſcl I can, in 
order to . ä 


» — . . 


M 1 


CG nn ad a, ER 


=, 
OG” 


134 Devout REFLECTIONS 
It may be adviſable, (a) if you have not 


formerly. begun this work, to employ one 76 
hour at leaſt in a day, for ſeveral days follow- Bs 
ing, in writing down the moſt couſiderable "0p 
paſſages of your life you can remember, deſi- wg 
ring God's aſſiſtance therein; and keeping , 101 
your eye upon your end, in the whole; that | 85 
is, thinking ſeriouſly that *tis in order to eter- 1 
nity that you now examine your ſelf. | Chooſe 1 


a place of retirement, and the wel couve- . 
nient time, that you may not be interrupted, 


and when your heart is moſt ſerious. V Every Bis 
man may. divide his life into ſeveral parts, as 3 
from fancy till he left off going to ſchool], dee 
or was bound apprentice, or ſettled in an ai 
way of education. From thence, till fix d in 1 
ſome employment \ir a married perſon, till 4 p 
entred into that condition. And from thence 15 as 
to another xemarkable period, or to the pre- acſ 
ſent time, It may better aſſiſt ſome perſons i br” 
memory, to conſider the ſeveral places of iſ f 
their abode, and compute according to them. 2 
In each portion of time, recollect what /ins mog 
you were moſt addicted to: Jin what inſtan- * 
ces, with what frequency, and with what o- pany 


ther various aggravations you committed them : i 

And what have been the Fects and conſe- i 4 
_ quences of thoſe fins, to your ſelves, and 

others, in order to to repentance, and godly ſor. 
row. Which muſt not be judged of by tears, 
but grief, and inward hatred of ſin Remem- 
bring that no man is the better meerly for be- 
ing examin'd, if there follows nothing after it, 
is in order to a judgment to be paſs' d upon 
our 


(a) Vid. Mr. Baxter's ſaints reſt, P+ 3+ Ch. 7, 8, 
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our ſelves. *Tis to ſearch out our own inigui- 
ty, our beloved ſin, in'order to the mortifica- 
tion of it, That Goliah muſt firſt be ſlain, if 
ever the other Philiſtines are conquered, In 
ſome it is pride, in others worldlineſs, in ſome 
/ uncleannels, in others drunkenneſs, gluttony, 
Sc. That you may diſcover it, obſerve, what 
lin *tis you are moſt unwilling to part with; 
which you could even wiſh were not forbidden. 
Which you have formerly been moſt apt 
| | to plead for, to extenuate, or excuſe and hide, 
The thoughts whereof do moſt frequently 
occur; eſpecially when alone: Firſt,an the 
morning, and Jaſt at night :\ and are moſt 
diſtracting i in prayer and worſhip, +" 
Which an awaken'd conſcience hath moſt 
i plainly told you of; under a ſermon, or at a 
| (ſacrament, or oder ſome heavy affliction, or 
en a ſick bed, Ge. 

Which you can leaſt bear to be reprov d 
for. 

Which the temperament of your body doth 
moſt incline to, — | 
Which your calling, employment, com 
| pany, and converſe, adminiſter the greateſt | 
| temptations, for. 
| That eſpecially which hath the throng of 
| the heart, and ſets all the faculties a work, 
| to contrive fuel and opportunities for its . 
tification. 
| Obſerve likewiſe what paſſion was moſt pre- 
dominant in each period of time, or is yet ſo; 

and what ill effects it hath produced. Conſi- 
| der farther what dangerous femptations you have 
| met with; how you have fallen by them, or 

5 NM 2 - been 
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been enabled to reſiſt, \ Conſider withal the 


time, and the means, whereby God hath at 
any time formerly awaken'd, convinc'd, and 
| humbled you; what purpoſes of amendment, 


7 f 


and promiſes of reformation you have ever 


; made; and how far you have, or have not 


ſpecial mercies you have receiv'd from God in 


perform'd them. Recolle& likewiſe all the 


every ſtate and period of your life, in order 


to thankfulneſs. The laſt ſection of theſe pa- 


pers may give you ſome aſſiſtance therein, and 
conſider what returns you have made to God, 
for all his kindneſs, . 


Lou may do well to conſider our ſelf al- 
ſo, in the relations you have ſtood: to others; 


as inferior, equal, or ſuperior ; in family, 


| 


church, or ſtate ; in your calling, profeſſion 
employment, Sc. And examine in what 
more notorius inſtances you have been faulty 
in your relative duties. How you did ordi- 
narily carry it in your place and ſtation; 
for that is the beſt, the trueſt picture of a 
man, which is like him in his ordinary, every 
day's habit. Particularly refle& upon the fins 


you have committed in company with others. 


By whoſe example you have been drawn to 
fin; who may probably have been tempted 
by yours, and bewail it; and if the perſons 
a. e living, admoniſh them to repent ; and if 
you have injur'd and wrong'd any, ackonw- 
ledge your fault, and to the utmoſt of your 


power, make ſpeedy reſtitution. & If any of 


your companions in {in are dead, and you fear 


died without repentance ; jhumble your felt 
particularly before God, for having contri- 


buted 


C a” bg 


| judged 2 the Lord, or condemned with the 
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bated to their n know of ſome 


who have made ſuch a catalogue of their ſins, 
with the moſt obſervable aggravations of them ; I — 
which they conſtantly preſerv'd, and frequent- 


1 ly review'd to keep them humble, penitent, 
wWatchful and thankful; and on ſome occa- 


ſions of ſecret humiliation have ſpread them 
before the Lord (as Hezekiah did the wri- 
ting of his enemy) covering themſelves with 


| | ſhame and confuſion of face, by conſidering 


what they have been, and thence admiring 


| the riches of free grace, in the forgivene(s 


of ſuch crimes, thro' the blood of Chriſt, — 

Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try 
my reins and my heart, for thy loving kind- 
neſs is before mine eyes, and I will walk in 
thy truth, Thou haſt ſearched me, O Lord, 
and known me; Thou knoweſt my thoughts afar 
off all my ſecret ſins are in the light of thy 
countenance ; and thou art acquainted with all 
my ways. Set my fins in order before me, 
that I may repent and forſake them, | Shew 
me mine infirmities and wickednefs, that I 
+ watch againſt them. i And teach me to 
judge and condemn my folf, that I may not be 


werld,- —_— 


M 3 SECT, 


—_ 


i 
| 
. 
: 
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Hu chriſtians ought to examine their decays In 

of grace and piety. The greatneſs of their A 

'lin, and of their loſs under ſuch a declen- * 

ſion: God's diſpleaſure, and departure from : 

them conſidered, to awaken endeavours of a 655 
recovery. In what manner the faith of N | 
adherence may be acted by one who hath th 

uo aſſurance, N. 

. 9 . to 

1 T cannot bus. be of uſe to believers allo, W 

1 at ſtated times to examine themſelves, 0 ing 

| concerning their languiſhings and decays in fol 
| grace, falling from their firſt love to a ſpirit the 
| | of indifterency and lukewarmneſs, diſorderly the 
walking or unfruitfulneſs ; whether grey hairs for 

are not here and there upon them, and they wi 

know it not. For God may withdraw by de- "yy 

1 grees, ſo that his departure may not preſently of 
1 de perceiv'd. And ſome kind of activity in wh 
[ duty may be continued upon falſe principles, In | 
| and from common aſſiſtance, while a chriſtian, \ 
U as to his ſpiritual ſtate, may be under a dan- 70 7 
| gerous conſumption. / Tis not difficult for outs 
| others to obferve it ſometimes, and would be ſuc 


vitible enough to themſelves, would they ſpare and 
a few hours to examine the matter. \ The pu- gos 
niſhment of ſuch back- ſlidings, the loſs of the 
nen and comforting preſence of the ho- 


L 
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ly ſoirit, deſerves likewiſe to be enquir'd into, 
in order to a ſpeedy remedy, and ſhould en- 
force the counſel, 5 

I mean not barely the ebbing of fedtions 
in the duties of religion, or the want of life, 
and quickning from ſenſible conſolations, which 
new converts, (eſpecially ſuch as have been re- 


claim'd from a courſe of notorius impiety) 


have more at firſt than afterwards, This 
doubting chriſtians ſhould particularly take no- 


tice of, by the inſtance of the prodigal, who 
was extraordinarily feaſted at his firſt return, 
but was doubtleſs contented afterwards with 
the ordinary proviſions of his father's houſe, 


Neither doth God diſpenſe the ſame meaſure 


ff 
Fl 


to all alike, nor to any alike at all times ſome 


who are called to greater ſervices and ſuffer- 


ings than others, or had greater conflicts be- 
fore converſion, may have a greater ſhare 
than the reſt of their brethren. Neither will 
the ſame degree of grace imparted to ſome per- 


ſons, fo diſcernably move and comfort, as it 


will do ſome others of a different temper, 


*F is not therefore ſo much to be the matter 
of our enquiry, (if at all it need to be ſo} 
whether we have more or leſs of ſenſible joy, 


in the performance of duty. But, 


Whether we are not fallen and declin'd, 2 
to the inward vital ads of grace, and in the 


outward fruits of holineſs. \ Whether we have 


ſuch clear convincing apprehenſions of divine 


and ſpiritual truths, and the myſteries of the 


goſpel, as formerly; whether our minds are 


not become more vain and heedleſs; whether 


our knowledge of God, and of the revelations 


. 


2 


— _ 
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of his will, be as powerful and efficacious up- 
thoughts than formerly, \ You were wont to 
and laſt in your thoughts every day, and by 
mind not whether it be fo or not; yea, you 
ſtill. It was once your burden to be peſtei'd 


with fooliſh, filthy, worldly, vain thoughts, 


you lamented and pray'd againſt them ; do ſo 


and delight in God be not miſerably abated ; 


frequent exerciſe of every one of them; ſo 


| preſence : are they as much the deſire of your 
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on our hearts and lives, as heretofore ;} whe- _ 
ther there be not leſs frequency, lefs conſtan- 
cy, leſs inward ſatisfaction in holy ſerious 


pray and endeavour, that God might be firſt 


frequent ejaculations in civil affairs, to main- 
tain a daily converſe with God; but now you 


cannot but know, that it is not thus with you 


ol 


eſpecially on the Lord's day, or in the wor- 
ſhip of God; you rejected and diſown'd them, 


much as examine, whether it be thus till. 

Conſider all your Fections, and their ſeve- 
ral objects; and ſee whether a criminal luke- 
warmfieſs hath not diffus'd it ſelf into every 
one of them. Examine every grace ; and ſee 
whether your faith, hope, love, holy deſires, 


as to the flrength and vigor, the efficacy and 


that your thoughts of God are few, cold, and 

lifeleſs, without defire, delight, and love. 4 | 
Conſider the opportunities of publick worſhip, - 

and ſolemn occaſions of approaching the divine 


fouls, and the rejoycing of your hearts, as 
once they were? Are you not more eaſily di- 
verted from them, leſs fatisfy*'d and refreſh'd 
by them? Are not all goſpel-ordinances leſs 
powerful and quickning, and your profit and 
"20 — a advyantege 


| Tetire 
wet 
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advantage thereby unſpeakably leſs than for- 
merly? Do you hunger and thurſt, and pant 


| | as the Hart after the water brocks; to draw 


nigh to God, and come into his courts ? Do 


you make conſcience of preparing beforehand 


Do you come with a real delire and deſign, 
and expectation of profiting, and bettering, 
your ſpirits? Do you joyn in every part of di- 
vine worſhip with that attention, ſeriouſneſs, 


and compoſure of mind, and taite the ſweet- 


neſs and benefit of ſuch e ien as former = 
5? Are ſuch ſervices perform'd with that awe 


of God, with that humility, fervency, and 
intenſeneſs of ſpirit, as ſometimes they were? 


Are you not more negligent and unconcern d 


before and after, whether you find any thing. 


of this or no? Tho' your deſires are weak, 

your heart flat, your thoughts wandring, your 
ſpirits trifling, ſo the work be done, and the 
duty be over, (in how formal, cuſtomary, 
and careleſs a manner, foever it be) you con- 


ider it not, you lay it not to heart, you re- 


flect not upon it, you bewail it not: or at 
leaſt are better contented,” an ſooner quieted, 
and take leſs notice of the frame of Tn 
heart in ſuch duties than formerly, — 

Examine farther, how *tis with you as to 
the great diſtinguiſhing duties of an upright 
chriſtian, (if performed as they ought to be}: 
I mean ſecret prayer and meditation Are you 
as ſtrict and careful, conſtant and conſcienti- 
ous, frequent and abundant in theſe, as for- 
merly? May not our cloſets and places of 
retirement witneſs againſt us ? How ſeldom are 
we there! How quickly are we gone? How 
eaſily 
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eaſily diverted? How ſoon tired ? How do we 
_ trifle in that work, and ſhuffle it over and 
take up with the ſhadow and image of prayer?“ 
155 former humble and importunate prayers, 
7 joyful thankſzivings, and ſweet contemplation 
of the myſteries of religion, compared with our 
; preſent daily practice, will teſtify that we are 
declin'd and fallen. „„ 

Moreover conſider the evil of fin, and how 
your heart ftands affected to it, Is not your 
hatred of fin, and zeal againſt it much de- 

cay'd? eſpecially with reſpect to inward ſpiri- 
tual ſins, ſuch as the ſecret workings of unbe- 
lief, and diſtruſt, pride, envy, uncharitable- 
| | neſs, &c? Do you bewail it, ftrive againſt it, 
and ſhun the occaſions, and fear the tempta- 
tions that may lead you into fin,\ as once yu 

did? Have you loft much of that tenderneſs, 
and holy jealouſy over your heart and ways 
you formerly had? Do you not now make 
more bold with temptation ? Are you not oft- 
ner conquered ? FAnd with lefs reluQance ? 
And by ſmaller temptations, Sc? 

Are you not more unſerviceable? Root and 
and fruit in a withering condition? God les 
honour'd, and others leſs profited and edified 
by your example and life? Do you not ad- 
here more to the world? |Conform to it, and 
comply with it in many things which for- 
merly you durſt not have done And are 
every day waxing worſe? Make a pauſe a- 
while, and bethink your ſelf what this will 
come to at laſt,} when even the little good 
that remains, 1s ready to die, 1 


May 
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May I not aſk ſuch chriſtians, or deſire 
them to aſk themſelves ; JW hat is already the 
7 effect and conſequence of this declenfion ? 1s 
| not God's ſpirit removed, and the light of his 
countenance eclipſed ?j Yea, as to many of 
them, are they not under ſad apprehenſions of 
God's diſpleaſure? Do they not feel the ter- 
| | rors of the Lord? Do they not walk heavily 
from day to day? They that could once con- 
verſe with God on all occaſions as a friend,, 
and a father, do now think of God, and are 
| troubled : thick darkneſs doth incompaſs them 
| round about they have Joſt the ſenſe of his 
love, the comforts of his preſence, and their 
- WW forg. in the night, and ſee no relief} This 
dsa more hopeful caſe however than theirs, 
N Who are under great back-ſliding and deſer- 
tion, and hardly ſenſible of it.“ To awaken 
„and aſſiſt both; conſider I beſeech you, when 
- 
? 


ow cnn of AE 


| you are fallen, and, what you have loft, and 
| _ what will be the iſſue of this, if ſickneſs or 
ſmart affliction overtake you, or if you ſhould 
die in this condition. And enquire ſericuſy 
and preſently into the cauſe of all this evil: 
for a few traſient thoughts will not affect the 9 
heart, and perſwade to action. And do it 9 
| preſently; becauſe by every delay your work i 
will be the harder, your danger the greater, | 8 
and your recovery the more difficult. X Re- 1 
flect upon the ſinfulneſi, as well as affliction of 1 
this caſe. Know that you have diſpleaſed God, 
and run from him, neglected his preſence, and 
griev'd his ſpirit, and in what inſtances you 
have done ſo, that hath made him ng, " HY 
his dwelling ; what ordinances you have fligh- 


— 


— — —— 
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ted; what duties you have omitted; what 
fins you have given way to; in order to re. 
pentance and deep humiliation. te 
Can you contentedly ſit ſtill with this diſmal 
ſtate of things? While God hath ſomewhat 
{yea a great deal indeed) again/? you for hav- 
\ ing left your firſt love? Will you not endea- 
vour to remove that which had made ſuch a 
ſeperation between God and you, and brought 
you thus low? What communion with God, 


what communication of his grace, what in- 
| fluences of his ſpirit, and evidences of his fa- 


vour have you loſt? | And will you not ac- 
knowledge your iniquity, and abaſe your ſelves 


nin the duft, and return to the Lord, and do 


\ your firſt works? That he may heal your 
back ſlidings, and receive you graciouſly ; 
that you may again take hold of his covenant, 


and be at peace with bim? 


But to be at peace with God is not the 
whole of your concern; you need not only a 
pardon, but a pin to heal you; as doth a 


malefactor, that is not only liable to the law, 


but deſperately ſick. Your ſtate is /inftl, and 
dangerous, as well as troubleſome. From per- 
forming duties in ſuch a manner as you now 
do, you may quickly be tempted to Jet them 
altogether alone.! God may be ſo far pro- 
; vok'd to ſuffer ſatan to make attempts upon 
you of that kind : (and he is forward enough 
to make uſe of ſuch an opportunity, to try 
all his ſnares and ſtratagems againſt you) till 
he prevail with you, to think hardly of God 
himſelf, * unthankfully to over look all his 
. = „ former 
Vid. Mr. Gilpin, of Temptation, part 2, chap. ö. 
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former kindneſſes, to put the worſt interpre- 
tation that can be upon all his providences, to 
diſtruſt and quarrel with him, as if his faith- 
fulneſs had failed, and his mercy were cleengn 
gone for ever, and there were no hope left for 
one in your caſe; and ſo run into deſperation, 
and, thro' the ſubtilty and violence of ſatan's 
| temptations, try the moſt fooliſh and unlawful 


means for eaſe and cure ; either open licentiouſ- 

f nels, or it may be ſelf- murder. 

Fe) Therefore ſpeedy, preſent repentance is ne- 

5 ceſſary to find out, and mortify every cor- 

: ruption, and that eſpecially, which conſcience 

8 tells us, you have moſt indulg'd ; from whence 


| your diſtreſs doth principally ariſe: confefling _ 
your fin freely, fully, and without reſerve, — 
| and waiting on God in the diligent uſe of all 
means, for the recovery of that which you have 
loft ; and jultifying God in his righteouſneſs 
truth, wiſdom, holineſs, in all bis rebukes. 
That you may regain a ſpirit of prayer, and 
taſte the ſweetneſs, virtue, and efficacy of e- 
very duty, and every ordinance; and God 
may give you the garments ef praiſe for the 
ſpirit of heavineſs, and the joy of the Lord 
may be your ſtrength, tor the future ſervice 
%%% ( 
In the mean time, do not caſt away your 
hope, but tho' you have (too juſtly) deprived 
your ſelf of the faith of aſſurance, yet endea- 
vour to maintain and exerciſe the /ath of ad- 
berence (a); ſay unto God, that becauſe there 
is forgiveneſs with him, therefore he is to be 
\ feared. My fin is not too great to be ſorgiv- 
EN. 


(a) Vid. Dr. Owen on P/. 130. 2. 


4 
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en, Tis not the unpardonable fn: for I de- 
ſire to repent, and am refolv'd to return. \ I 
will ſtill cleave to the Lord, and wait upon 
him, and follow hard after him, and take 
no other courſe for deliverance and comfort, 


Mine is not a ſingle caſe: Jam not the only 


ſoul that hath been ſo diſtreſſed, and yet found 


relief by ſceking unto God. b "F is therefore | 
good for me to zope, and quietly wait for the ſal- 


vation of God (b). 1 will draw near to God; 


I will he at his foot; and continue in all ways 
of worſhip and duty, wherein I may hope to 
meet with the quickning and comfort of his 
ſpirit: I will ſeek relief from no other; I 
will keep as near him as I can; whither elſe 


ſhall Igo? He alone hath the words of eternal 


Hife; he alone can create (what i is the fruit 


of his own lips) peace. 


*I will encourage my ſelf in the TY, E 
deration of his general grace, and the proba- 
dilities of his ſpecial love: I will recollect my 
former experiences, when J had ſome good hope 
i through grace concerning my adoption: I will. 


remember the years of the right hand of the 
mf high. If God will give me ſo much 
grace as to continue waiting, x will hope 


ſtin: and tho I walk in darkneſs, and ſee 


little or no light, VI will flay my felf on the 


Lord. And if dy the want of ſenſibie conſolation, | 
be will make me more humble, and keep 
me in a greater ſubmiſſion to his will, I will 


| bleſs his holy name, and derive more com- 
fortable hope from thence, than from the 


ä moſt 
( 1 3. 26. 


8 Vid. Mr. Baxter” 5 method for peace of cnfeient 
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moſt ſweet and ſenſible conſolations I ever 


| had; and look upon humility, ſelf denial, depen/ 
dance on God, reſignation to him, and hatred. - 


of ſin, as a better ſign of his love, than the 


| higheſt fer vors of affection in his ſervice can be. 


ſtill truſt, and love God, and wait upon 


Oh that I had formerly done as much for 


halinefs, as J have for comfort !\ by the en- 


joyment of the one, I ſhould have had more 


of the other the exerciſe of grace would 


have diſcover'd the truth of it.] Let me 
therefore accuſe and condemn my ſelf ; but 


him. Let me reſolve never to chuſe a new 


IM acts 


preſence, and 


lord or maſter; or take up with any por- 
tion beneath God himſelf; or any way of 


hope or ſalvation but by Jeſus Chriſt, my 


only Saviour ; neither let me forſake tte 


way of faith and holineſs, for all the hopes 


and happineſs of this world, if put to my 
choice: but be always able to fay, (bleſſed 
be God I now can) that IJ will return to 


my former huſband, for then it was better with 


me than now. I had peace and refreſhment 
in my former ways, I will return to them. 


Lord, forſake me not utterly! keep not thine 


anger for ever: caſt me not away from thy 


ate not thy holy ſpirit frog 


me: reflore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation, 


that my heart may be enlarged to praife thy 


name, and to run the way of thy command- 


„ Ser. 
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Confeſſion of 1 in, humiliation, and repen- ; 

tance muſt follow upon ſelf-examination, f 

_ concerning repentance of /ome par- 5 

ticular back-ſliding. The great perplexity 8 

and diſtreſs of a penitent ſinner repreſen- p 

5 ted, as a caution againſt returning zo folly, 5 
HAT we may turn unto the Lord, is ö 

the end of ſearching and trying our n 

Lord ! L have been ſearching my heart, 1 

| | and 7 ring my ways, but can find little 5 
or no good; neither can I diſcover all that 85 
1 is evil in both. But 1 find enough to make fu 
my own heart condemn me, and thou, (who C 

art greater than my heart, and knoweſt all 12 
things,) may'ſt much more condemn me. WW m 

am altogether unclean, aten and abomi- 6 
5 nable. — * 
If I go about to enumerate the ſins of my 2 
thoughts, words, and actions, in all the pe- to 

Tiods of my life hitherto; if I confider my m 
omiſſions of duty, and daily crimes by actual ga 
commiſſion; if I reflect upon my ſins according ch 

to their reſpective objects, às either againft "CC 

| thee, O God, and againſt my neig hour, and 1 
againſt my own foul or body; and compare 05 

my heart and life with thy ſtrict and holy ſes 

law,” and Wink in how many inſtances 1 er 


have 


„ ned ie. Bs cr 
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| have tranſgreſs'd every of thy righteous com- 
mands: | And they are more than the hairs 
/ on my head, they cannot be number'd, 


Who can tell how oft he hath offended ? Ma- 


ny of my_fins make little impreſſion on my 


memory, (J obſerve them not, I remember 
them not: ) but this hinders not but they 


may make deep impreſhon on my conſcience, _— 


which will one day be awake, and ſet them in 


order before me; and they are all written in 
thy 693% of remembrance, in order to my 
final judgment. All my fins are before thee : 


but thou requireſt my humble confeſſion of 


them, in order to repentance ; and as a part 


thereof, that I freely acknowledge their hei- 
nous aggravations to ſhame and humble m 


ſelf the more before thee whom I have offend- 
ed and probok d. 

| How long did I ſerve divers luſts and plea- 
ſures with the negle&t and forgetfulneſs of 


God? How fad a proſpect may I take of the 


far greateſt part of my life paſt? eſpecially of 
my younger years, which have been trifled a- 


way in vanity and folly? And fince I have 
known the way of truth, how ſhamefully have 


T1 prevaricated with God! I am confounded 
to conſider how often I have deſpiſed the com- 
mandment, and rebelled againſt the light; a- 
gainſt the principles of education, and the. 


checks of conſcience, frequent warnings from 


God, and reproofs from others; contrary to 


my profeſſion and experience,” contrary to.the 


obligation of peculiar mercies, ſolemn promi- 


ſes, reſolutions, and engagements, and a near- 
er relation to God than many others; which 


N83 ſins 
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| | ſins have more diſhonour'd the Lord, diſcre- 
dited his holy goſpel, gratify'd the devil, | ſcan- 


of the ungodly, than the fins of others. And 
alas! How much of my precious time is thus 
gone, which if duly improv'd, would mw 
5 afford me comfort to review. = 

How much guilt have J contracted every 
IK year, particularly in is Jaſt? I now begin 


cate nc, 


F another, which will ſoon be gone, as that 
| which was concluded yeſterday. } And ſhall 
| 


J only advance in age to encreaſe the number 
of my ſins, and heighten my account againſt 
the day of reckoning? In temporal and civil 


— 


night unto night teacheth wiſdom, We are 


which we ſhould not elfe have learn'd; to 
reform many errors and miſtakes, to correct 
many raſh and fooliſh actions, and ſpeeches, 
Sc. And fhall J not learn wiſdom by the 
"ith experience of another year, in what concerns 
my greateſt, my eternal intereſt ? Shall not 
# the reflection on my paſt fins, prevent my 
ſ _ commiſſion of the lice? | Eſpecially conſidering 
"i how my {ins are aggravated by every mercy 1 

have received; by every iction I have un- 
dergone; every awakening ſermon I have 
+ heard; every motion of God's ſpirit, and e- 
15 ry check of my own conſcience that I have re- 
/ ſiſted ; every offer of his grace; every warn- 
ing of his providence; every invitation and 
call of his word; every purpo/e to repent, and 


the greater #2ow/edge l have had of my dan- 


daliz'd the word, and ftrengthen'd the bands 


1 ' affairs, Day unto day uttereth knowledge, and 


taught by experience many uſeful leſſons, 


every reſolution | have made to forfake ſin: 


ger, 


W ao. ci ad 
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ger, the longer time I have deliberated about 
it; the oftner I have confeſsd my fin and 
been ſorry for it; every reproef 1 have had | 
from others, and every promiſe J have made / 
my ſelf, doth aggravate, and encreaſe my guilt, 
How many years hath God vouchſafed me 
to work out my ſalvation ? But how little 
have I done towards it? Had I died this laſt. 
year, how unprepar'd mutt I have made my 
appearance before his tribunal ? What op- 
portunities of doing, and receiving good have 
J let flip? Have I not made it more my buſt- 
neſs to ſeem religious, than really to be ſo? / 
How much of the patience of God have I 
abus'd? Refuling his calls to repentance, re- 
fiſting the ſtrivings of his ſpirit, ſmothering 
my convictions; and turning the grace of 
God into wantonneſs? Inftead of returning 
gratitude for all his love, I have repeated my 
tranſgreſſions after forgiveneſs ; and gone in 
a circle of repenting and ſinning, even to this 
day. Lord, J am aſham'd, and lay my ſelf 
in the duſt before thee. i To me belongs no- 
thing but ſhame and confuſion of face, If God 
ſhould condemn and puniſh me as a rebel 
and a traytor, and give me the portion of 
hypocrites, I cannot but own his juftice 5. 
even in hell I muſt do it, with my flam- 
ing tongue and breath.  _ 
O ſpare me for thy mercy's ſake | Enter 
not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in 
thy fight ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified ; if 
thou lay judgment to the line, and equity to 
the plummet give me repentance unto life, 
never to be repented of, never to be retract- 
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ed again. Bring me to the blood of Jeſus, tance 
which cleanſeth from all fin, Behold the and | 
fighings of a contrite ſpirit, For I acknowy- bleſſec 
ledge my tranſgreſſions unto thee, againſt when him 

| T have ſinned O Lord, forgive the iniguity a ſavy 
| of my ſin. I am unworthy to lift up my fins © 
ands and eyes towards heaven, unworthy beſeec 
to be called thy ſon, or thy ſervant: Ian accept 
vile in mine own eyes, becauſe I have made pardo! 
my ſelf vile in thine. \ For this I am trou-. thy d 
bled, and mourn, and my ſoul is grieved ture, 
within me, EIS and 

O thou heavenly phyſician of fouls! from kindn 
thy pity alone I expect my cure. I am mi- n. 
ſerable and undone without thy compaſſion ; - ander 
and expect no relief but from the treaſure of res th 
thy grace, I muſt periſh and fink under | ReW ce 
; the burden of fin, if thy merciful hand do cy, tl 
not ſave me, and lift me up. I am entang- is able 
led and enfnar'd by the devil and my luſts, wnto ( 
and without thy ſuccour can never hope to Lor 
get free. O Lord, forgive my ſin, and 3 | math 
turn j 


my ſoul: deliver and ſave me for thy mercies 
ſake. IM | | | | | | / look L 


May I not yet hope in thy mercy? Thou Mme to 

haſt mercifully born with me hitherto; thou that m 

calleſt me to repent ;\ thou commandeſt me and m 

to return, and promiſeſt to forgive thoſe ſins me int 

which are confeſſed and forſaken: O do not ger er 
caſt me out of thy ſight and preſence, now ments 
J defire, from the bottom of my heart, to and w 

may ne 


return to thee! I abhor my ſelf in duſt ant 


aſhes, for my paſt iniquities. But alas 1 ſuch vinc'd 
govern 


law, 0 
— *ww 


is the hardneſs of my impenitent heart, that 
IL am even aſham'd of my humbleſt repen- 
7 | tance; 


— 


„n. O pardon mine iniquity, for it is great; — 


is able to ſave to the utterms/t, all that come 


| mixture of my weakneſſes and unworthineſs 


on TIME and ETERNITY, 153 {A 
tance: How much more may God deſpiſe 
and reject it? But haſt thou not given thy 
bleſſed Son to die for finners ; and exalted 
him to this very end, to. be @ prince and 
a ſaviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of 
| its And by the word of thy grace, thou 
beſeecheſt all (even the greateſt ſinners) to 
accept of mercy; and art more willing to 
E than we can be to repent, \ "Tis 
thy delight and glory, agreeable to thy na- 
ture, and declared name, as 4 God pracious 
and merciful, flow to anger; and of great 
kindneſs, forgiving mquity, tranſgreſſun, and 


and receive an humble penitent, who implo- 
res thy grace, according to the tenor of thy 
new covenant, flying to the arms of thy mer- 
cy, through the merits of Zeſus Chrift, who 


unto God by him. — 
Lord, hear my prayer, and let not the 


turn it into ſin: but graciouſly vouchſafe to 
| look upon a returning prodigal; and cauſe 
me to hear the voice of joy and gladneſs, 
that my ſorrowful heart may be comforted, ” 
and my life be directed to thy praiſe. Lead 
me into the path of life, that I may no lon- 
ger err from the way of thy command- 
ments: teach me to do thy will, O God, 
and write thy law upon my heart, that 1 
may never more return to folly, IJ am con- 
vinc'd of the evil of ſin, of thy right to 
govern me, of the equity and juſtice of thy 


law, of the [weetne!s and rewards of keep- 
3 ing 
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ing thy precepts: O ſanctify my heart, and 
make me ſound in thy flatutes; that I may 
hate every falſe way, and be devoted to thy 
fear, the remainder of my life;  _ 
If there be any particular luſt, or wick: 


edneſs, which thro" the power of temptati- .- 


on, and the deceitfulneſs of fin, you have 
falien into, that hath waſted conſcience, and 


; robb'd you of your peace, and provok'd God 


to write bitter things againſt you; be' ſure 
to humble your felf without delay, in an 


_ eſpecial manner, for that back-ſliding : con- 


feſs it freely, with its aggravations. Conli- 
der whether it was net after ſome ſpecial 


warning, ſome ſtrong conviction,“ under or 


ſoon after ſome great affliction from God, 


or ſome more than ordinary kindneſs of his 


providence, &c, And impreſs ſuch thoughts, 


to humble your ſelf the lower. Search into 
the grounds and cauſes of ſuch apoſtacy, 


ſuch 2s the abatement of your watchfulnels, 


the neglect of ſerious cloſet-devotion, making 
/ bold with-temptation, too great compliance 


with vain company, venturing: too far in 
lawful or different things, too much confi- 
dence in your own wiſdom, ſtrength; and 


ſteadfaſtneſs, not fearing ſufficiently the ap- 


proaches and beginnings of ſin, or avoiding 
the fuel, incentives, and occaſions of it, &c. 
ö Palliate and diſguiſe nothing, that may make 
your fin exceeding ſinful, 4% by ſome litt“ 
art of the devil, you deceive your ſelf, by 


an half- repentance; and the evil ſpirit you 


think to be caſt out, return again with Je- 
ven worſe than himſelf, and fo your latter 


3 ; 


1 
7 


end 


end | 


the f11 


Over 
flame 
buſtib 
tation 


retur 
ſheep 
will 
with 


| repen 
humi 


very 


that! 
mucl 


and 
your 
your 
ſoon 

and | 
ſiren 
ther 


turn 


flame out again, when it meets with com- 


buſtible matter, and a ſtrong blaſt of temp- 
tation. x | | 


But if you are griev'd to the v 


need not doubt of God's readineſs to receive 


you to mercy. His ſpirit is yet ftriving with 
you, if you are willing to repent and return 


to God.) He ſought you, and call'd you to 


return, when you were\ wandring as a loft 


ſheep in the broad way: and can you think he 
will not be found of you, if you ſeek him 
with your whole heart? "Therefore renew your 


and fervent prayer after repentance muſt be 
your refuge, and your remedy. If you let fall 
your bands, this Amalzct will prevail again. As 


ſoon and as far as you fail in the conftancy, 
and fervency of that duty, your fin will get 


ſtrength, and ſucceſsfully attempt you ano- 


ther time, But by this practice God may 
turn evil to work for good, make you gain 
by your loſs, ſtand the faſter by your falls, 


and become ſtronger by the diſcovery of your 


. 
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end be worſe than your beginning. For if 
the fin be not truly hated, but only cover'd 
over with penitentia] aſhes, it will quickly 


ery heart, 
and abhor the fin, and reſolve to quit it, you 


repentance, and beg more earneſtly a ſpirit of 
humility, holy fear and watchfulneſs: and e- 
very morning implore divine ſuccours againſt 
that fin, and all remprations to it, (which as 
much as poſſible you muſt avoid.) Conſtant 


weakneſs, and fo be better eftabliſh'd for the 


future, 


But take heed that you pervert not the 
grace of God, and encourage your ſelf to 


fin 
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fin again by the ſuppoſition, that if you 
ſhould fall, tis but to repent, and renew 
your reſolutions, and all will be well. \ This 
is 2 ſubtle artifice of ſatan, but ſuch, me- 
thinks, as ſhould take with none, who have 


ever known by experience, what it is to repent, / 


Who have felt the burden of ſin to be heavier 
than a * Milſtone; than the weight of a 
mountain. Who have taſted, how evil and 
bitter a thing it is to depart from God, Who 
have loathed and abharr'd themſelves with 
deep remorſe, and ſorrow, and anguiſh of 
ſpirit; wiſhing with all their hearts, that 


they had not ſinn'd; and if it were in their 


power, would give all the world to retrieve 


- 


1 


it; and would rather die, than commit that 


folly again, they then repented of. Let thoſe 


who have not their ot experience to confiem 
this, read over (and conſider the caſe of David, 


when he wrote) the penitential pſalms. How 
many, like him, have roared, and cried out 


under the ſenſe of fin, of ſtings and furies in 


their conſcience, of the poiſon'd arrows in 
their ſouls, and his terrors ſurrounding them 
wherever they went; from the ſenſe of his fins 


malignity, the apprehenſions of God's anger, + 


and the conſequent fears of his wrath. Sericus 


| 


_ corrupt affections, to tear a beloved Juſt from 


repentance after great tranſgreſſions, is another 
thing than molt imagine it. When their ag- 


gravated fins ſhall beſet them behind and be- 


fore, be placed in order before their eyes, and 
ſet in array againſt them. Tis always a work 
of difficulty, as well as importance, to crucity 


„Lake 23. 30. & 17. 2. 
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the heart, with ſelf- indignation to abhor and 
caſt away what before you lov'd and delighted 


in, How did David's fin ſtare him in the 


face? It is continually with me, it is ever be- 


fore me, ſaid he. It haunted him like a ſpectre, - 
or like Be//bazzar's hand- writing on the wall 


it ſtill appeared before him in ſome horrid 
ſhape, oe 

However /in may ſmile in its firſt addreſs; 
and beſpeak us in flattering language, and pro- 


miſe pleaſure, and profit, and great advanta- 


ges and ſatisfaction; theſe are but fair appea- 


rances; this is but the out/tde of the cup, and 


colour of the liquor ; it will prove gall and 
wormwood, and a mixture of deadly poiſon, 
if ever God ſet it home upon the conſcience, 


and awaken us to a true ſenſe of it. | And the 
continuance of daily repentance for fin, which 
all chriſtians are called to, is no ſuch eaſy mat- 


ter neither. Conſtant ſelf-abaſement, and hu- 


miliation before God, from a ſenſe of his ma- 


jeſty and holineſs, and of our many fins and 
pollution thereby: the imperfection of our 
beſt duties continually to be bewailed; inor- 
dinate affections to be {till mortified; Klways 


reſiſting and oppoſing ſin, in its root and bran- 
ches; conflicting againſt the whole intereſt of 


the fleſh, the world, and the devil; ſeeking 
after new holineſs, to be derived unto us by the 


grace of Chriſt, to be wrought in us by his 
ſpitit, and maintained by his power; and ma- 
king daily applications to the fountain of all 


grace, for ſpiritual ſtrength, to continue our 


warfare againſt fin, in all inſtances of out- 
ward duty, and inward actings of grace, even 
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Bb as long as we live; all this included in it. Due 


apprehenſions concerning repentance, (as ſo Hloud 
comprehenſive and difficult a duty,) would a 
; teach us to beware of n. ſwep 
5 web 

5 5 1 worc 
(EENBYERY NNN EB RBIERY MM thing 
1 ] tho 
VVT ap 

The neceſſity of chriſtian reſolution to upright, may 
perſevering obedience ; how full and exten- ble i 

five it ought to be, and yet humble ; by what dant 
means we may be aſſiſted to perform that from 
which we reſolve, firen 
nia no FE my 12 

f AVIN G acknowledged my tranſ- I | poſe 
greſſions unto God, and begged forgive- bet, 
neſs, and experimentally learned the evil of was + 
in, by the bitterneſs of repentance, J reſolve fer ve 
for the future, to watch againſt it more nar- and 
* rowly, and againſt every thing that leads to H 
zit; endeavouring to pleaſe and honour my my / 
God and Saviour, by an upright, obedient [LIM 

e 2 


heart and life. And for the remiſſion of my | 
former contracted guilt, I truſt to Jeſus Chrijt, of li 


according to the revelation made in the goſ- thin 
pel, of what he is, hath done and ſuffered, free 
and continues to do in heaven, for the ſalva- MW ©2774 
tion of repenting ſinners, who defire to come fruit 
unto God by him, F life.” 
But how often, O my ſoul ! have I mocked nu 

nd « 


God, and deceived myſelf, with formal and 
faint purpoſes of amendment? My good reſo- Pcb. 
lutions have been all of them as the morning nua! 
„„ „ \ cloud, 


| away, 
' ſwept away all my good purpoſes as a ſpider's 


nual ſupplies of grace from Chrift my head, 
5 O Wn 


* 
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Hloud, and the early dew, which quickly paſſed 
One freſh aflault of temptation hath 


web. I have fal lied ſo many, and broke my 
word ſo often, that I dare not truſt to any 


thing I now reſolve, or rely on any promiſes 


I ſhould farther make. Succour me therefore, 
O Lord, by thy powerful grace, that what 
was defective in former fruitleſs reſolutions, 
may be now rectified. | Let me be more hum- 
ble in the ſenſe of my weakneſs, more depen- 
dant on thy grace, and, more heartily ſeek it 
from time to time, *. Srengthen me with 
firength in my foul, with might and pewer in 
my inward man, that J may fe reſelve and pur- 


| Poſe as to perform; that J may not be one day 
11 and the next cold; zealous in the Begin- 


ning, but faint and lukewarm in the progreſs ; 


fervent and ſerious only in reſolving, but weak 


and impotent in the execution,” — 

Having changed my maſter, my end, and 
my hopes, by returning unto God, from whom 
1 had gone aſtray, I firmly reſolve, through 
the aſſiſtance of his grace, to change my courſe 


of life; that old things being done away, all 


things may become new ; that * Leins made 


free from ſin, by pardoning mercy, and be- 


come the ſervanis of Chriſt, I may have my 


Fruit unto holineſs, that my end may be eternal 


life. 


In the interim, whether I live or die, 
let it be unto the Lord, reſolving both in life 
and death to be abſolutely his. YAnd to that 
purpoſe, O my ſoul ! Let me ſeek for conti- 
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Rom, Vi. 22. 
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to enable me to yield ready obedience in the 


moſt difficult, hazardous, painful and humbling 


| duties, 
aſſiſtance of his mighty power, to ſtrengthen 


my mind, and return to 


e 


In vain do I reſolve it, without the 


my heart and hands, whenever I am called 
to ſuch a trial of my ſincerity. Without it I 
ſhall never recover my liberty, or break aſun- 
der thoſe-bonds and cords wherewith I have 
formerly been held captive, as the ſervant of 
{in and ſatan, Such is the weak neſs and trea- 
chery of my own heart, the influence of ill 


examples, and the ſubtlety and cunning of the 


tempter, that otherwiſe I ſhall quickly change 
folly, as the dog 10 
his vomit. { The ſpirit is fo weak, and the fleſh 
ſo frail z the ſnares of the world ſo many, the 

wer of remaining, corruption ſo ſtrong; 
and of myſelf I am ſo unſettled and wavering, 
fickle and unſteady, and prone to back- ſliding, 


that all my ftrongeſt purpoſes will not be ſuffi- 


cient, without daily ſtrength from above. \My 
ſenſes are ſo deceitful ; my paſſions ſo ungo- 
vernable ; the rule and law I am to walk by, 


- © ſo ſtrict, and ſpiritual, and extenſive : crimi- 
nal omiſſions may be ſo frequent, and ſo ealily 


overlooked ; ſo many ſeveral and difficult du- 


ties are to be performed; and by every change 


of my condition, or of God's providence, ſo 


many new dangers and new duties may ariſe, 
that I fear the iſſue of my firmeſt reſolutions. 


So ſtrict a watch muſt always be kept; ſuch 
{ humility and caution is every where to be prac- 


tiſed ; ſuch ſpeedy repentance required after 
every fall ; with thagkfulneſs and content- 
ment in every kate, under all calamities, (be 


1 5 
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they never ſo many, or never ſo pinching) 3 
and perſeverance herein abſolutely neceſſary, 


diſcourage me from proceeding, or to entice me 


to go back, or turn aſide to ſome other path; ol 
inſomuch that if God had not promiſed me 


his continued preſence, and that his grace ſhall 


be ſufficient for me, and that I ſhall not be 
| tempted above what I am able to bear; I ſhould 
; utterly deſpair of making good what I now 


reſolve. 1 = 

But beſides theſe promiſes to encourage my 
reſolved obedience, he hath left upon record 
in his word, many glorious examples of at- 
ſifting and rewarding the courage and reſolu- 
tion of his ſervants to continue faithful; as in 


the caſe of 7oſeph, Daniel, and his three. 
Friends, &c. If Chrift ſtand by, and ftrength- _ 
en me, I know I ſhall be able to do all things; 


I ſhall not hen be flattered, or frighted out of 


the way of my duty; no wind that can blow, 


ſhall then turn me to another point; nothing 
ſhall then be able to prevail for my comfort 


to a wilful and deliberate forſaking of God; 


no argument, no temptation, though privacy, 
opportunity, impunity from men, with re- 


wards of wordly gain and honour, ſhould all 


concur to enforce a temptation. But, by 


that heavenly affiftance, I ſhall be preſerved 
humble, temperate, chaſte, patient, thankful, 
ſelf-denying, crucified fo the world, and hold 


faſt my integrity till I die; ſtill perfecting bo- 


lineſs in the fear of my God, growing in grace, 
and in the knowledge of my Lord and Saviour fe- 


ſus Chriſt, waxing ſtronger from day to day, 
v7 3 O 3 . be 


. 


though never ſo many ſtratagems be uſed to 


P 


5 — — — T— — - N 
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| be ſeldomer ſurprized, offend lefs, and repent ſary 
l more quickly, and watch more narrowly af- my 
ill terwards, till at laſt I receive the crown. hom 
| Eſpecially, let me watch againſt my conſti- in- 
| tution ſins, ſuch as I am moſt inclined to, and to v 
N where a temptation doth eaſily enter; where my 
1 the devil can take the faſteſt hold, and be leaſt the 
ſiuſpected; where he hath formerly ſprung a of i 
| mine, and made a breach : I have known dailh 
ſome humble watchful chriſtians, after being reck 
recovered from their backſlidings, who abhor- of en 
red every temptation to that in, by which | ons) 

they had been defiled and wounded : they can be a 
| Hardly put up a prayer, but they mention it; ly ey 
| | Hardly have their hearts affected in any ordi- evil, 
| - nance, but they are inwardly aſhamed of it; 1 B 
| hardly hear of any one guilty of the like, but will 
| they are ready to burſt out into tears. a Ve 
| Fix therefore, I beſeech thee, e gracicus wea 
Cad ] my unfeigned reſolutions of cleaving to diſo1 
f thee, with full purpoſe of heart : and ſhewethy to m 
| {ſtrength in my weakneſs, by enabling me to liftle 
| do what I now reſolve. \To that end, teach nitie 
| me to watch over my heart, to keep it with all awa' 
diligence to be more converſant with my own ing: 

| thoughts, examining the motions that ariſe in ny p 
my heart, whence they come, and whither duſt, 

| | they go, and what they tend to, that 1 may \ ther 
| ſuppreſs the beginnings of fin, \ The unſear- the 1 
clhable deceitfulneſs of the heart, the rovings, little 
| ſtraglings, and wandrings of the thoughts, ſome 
the ungovernable motions and ſtirrings of the med 

| paſſions and affections, with the corrupt incli- meet 
nations that are ready to comply with tempta- IM | refre 

[ tion, make ſuch a conſtant watchfulneſs met” as fo 

AG ay. 
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ary. Let me live no longer as a ſtranger to 
myſelf, but by /elf- reflection dwell more at 
home, reckoning my principal work tobe with- 
in- doors, to keep my own vineyard, Teach me 
to watch over my ſenſes, to guard the door of 
my lips, to govern my paſſions 3 to be wary in 
the choice of my company, and in the right uſe 
of it; to be circumſpeCt in every ſtep of my 
daily walk, to call myſelf frequently to a. 
reckoning, to caſt up my acccounts at the foot 
of every page (by every day's review of my acti- 
ons) to live always as in God's preſence, and 
be awed every where by the thought of his þ9- 
y eye, to ſhun the occaſions and appearances of - 
evil, Sc. | 
By the neglect of this, ſpiritual diſtempers 
will inſenſibly creep upon us. There is ſuch. 
a venom and malignity in ſin, to wound and 
weaken the ſoul, to put us off the hinges, to 
diſorder and unfit us for any ſpiritual ſervice, 
to make our hearts vain and frothy, lazy and 
liſtleſs, that we ſhall eaſily let flip our opportu- 
nities, loſe our ſeaſons, and languiſh and pine 
away, notwithſtanding all the means of thriv= 
ing and growth. And hence it is that ſo ma- 
ny profeſſors mourn and complain, lick the 
duſt, and lie among the clods, are dead under 
\ the moſt awakening miniſtry, and barren under 
the moſt fruitful means. Hence it is they do 
little good, as well as taſte little comfort; 
| ſome duties are neglected, and others perfor- 
med flightly 3 and in none of them do they 
meet with that ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction, that 
| refreſhment and advantage, fruit and benefit 
as formerly, And all from the neglect of 
8 wat chfulne/s, 
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watchfulneſs, making bold with temptation, 


and not ſtanding upon their guard in the uſe 


of their chriſtian armour, 

And becauſe no place, no condition,” no 
employment 1s exempted from temptations, let 
me fortify myſelf every morning againſt all 
aſſaults for that day, by ſerious prayer, as holy 
David was wont to do: My voice (ſaith he) 
ſhalt thou hear in the morning, O Lard; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, ard 200100 
lock up, Pſal. 5. verſ. 3, 4. Let the law of God 
be my daily and delightful ſtudy; that J may be 


able preſently to bring my words and actions to 


the touchſtone; and know how to manage the 
ſtword of the foirit on all occaſions, againf? 


' the fiery darts of the devil: that knowing the 


rule, I may not be doubtful, or ata loſs ; ; 
whenever I am tempted, I may not make a 
ſtand to parley, but immediately ſummon all 

my forces to reſiſt, and reject the ſnare ; be- 
ing aſſured from God, that the continuance of 
this warfare ſhall end in a moſt glorious vic- 
tory. | He will ſhortly tread dows ſatan under 
my feet. Thanks be to God r Jeſus 
| Chriſi my Lord. 


on TIME and ETERNITY. 165 


8 x e r. XXVII. 


The import and obligatien of our baptiſmal co- 
venant. The renewal of it by a ſolemn de- 
dication of ourſelves to God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, exemplified and recommen= 
ded. „„ 


* 


| * LL this, O my ſoul / which I have now 
| refolved on, is no more than what I am 
obliged to by my vow in baptiſm ; to renounce 


| the devil and his works, the fle and the luſts 
„ thereof, the world, and conformity to it, that 
R I may love and ſerve the Lord : agreeable-to 
1 the undoubted right which God hath in me by 
P creation, redemption, and his innumerable o- 
f ther benefits. But the eu1ward waſhing of bap - 
8 tiſm, and a viſible profeſſion of obedience, 20%, 
* not ſave me, without the anſwer of a good cen- 
12 ference towards God, 1 Pet, chap. 3. verſ. 


21. May I not by the conſideration of my 
baptiſmal covenant, ſuppoſe God ſpeaking to 
my conſcience to this effect? «© Will you 
„ take me for your whole portion and fe- 
« licity? And my law for the conſtant rule 
T. of your obedience ? And fight againit the 


“ world, the fleſh, and the devil, to your 11 
„life's end? Will you believe in Teſus bi 
* Chrift, and receive him as a prince and Wi. 
% ſaviour? And adhere to the faith and ö 1: 
6 | 


obedience of the goſpel, how hazardous 


„ 


"WET 2 2 — 


g 
| 
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% and difficult ſoever the profeſſion and 
© practice of it may be Will you receive 
« the bleed ſpirit as your teacher, ſancéti— 
« fier, and comforter; and cheriſh all his 
<© motions, to enlighten, purify, confirm, 
comfort, and aſſiſt you? ” is my hear- 
ty conſent to theſe terms, and reſolved com- 
pliance with them, which baptiſm obligeth 
to; and this is the anſwer of a good conſci- 
_ ence towards Ged. a 
I have often renewed this covenant on ſeve- 
ral occaſions; but did I ever duly conſider the 
tenor and obligation of it? How have 1 lyed 
unto the God of truth? Dealt deceitfully with 
him? and been falſe and fickle, treacherous 
and unfaithful to what, I promiſed ? O let 
me now again repeat it, and give up my ſelf 
once more to be the Lord's. O help me to 
do it with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs, as the molt 
important affair of my whole life! By thine 
aid and grace alone, ſhall I be 3 and cor- 
dial in this ſurrender and dedication of my 
ſelf, O breathe upon my ſoul, moſt Holy 
ſpirit, (the power of the higheft) that there 
may be no hypocriſy or reſervation, in this ſo 
weighty and ſolemn tranſaction: between God 
and me? 
O moſt bleſſed and glorious TR INITY 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thy favour is 
my life, and thy Joving kindneſs is better 
than life: thy will ſhould have been my A. | 
thy word my law, thy glory my end, 
pleaſe thee my principal bulineſs, and to en- 
joy thy love and preſence my ultimate fe- 
beit. | But I am one of thy revolied crea: 
tur 775 


EPE 


my righteous governour, my end, my hap- 


tify me now and be my everlaſting portion. 
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tures, who have loſt thine image, and rebell'd 
againſt thy law, lighted thy authority, and 
rejected thy grace, and deſerve to be caſt out 
of thy ſight, and baniſh'd from thy preſence 
for ever. Nevertheleſs, O mo/t merciful God 
and Father, upon thy gracious invitation and 
call, I now return to thee my rightful Lord; — 
acknowledging thee, as my almighty, wiſe, 

and bountiful Creator, my abſolute owner, 


pineſs, and chief good. I now accept thine 


_ offer'd mercy ; I nw ſubmit to the ſcepter 


of thy grace; and give up my ſelf to thee, 
as my King, and my God; to rule and ſanc- 


I defire to be no longer iy own, but thine Nl 
to whom of right I belong, and ought to be | 1 
devoted. I yield my ſelf to thee, O my Lord! 1 
Accept and poſſeſs that which is thine wn. 1 
J lay my ſelf at thy foot, at all times, and in 1 
all conditions, to be at thy diſpoſe, and in e- | l] 
very thing to acquieſce in thy good pleaſure. -— 
Deliberately refolving, with unfeigned and 1 
free conſent of my will, to walk before thee | BY 
in holineſs and religiouſneſs all the days of mp 
life. Hereby I conſecrate and devote my \ 
ſelf to be thy perpetual, avowed ſervant: 1 
Lord I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, the WA 
fon of thine handmatd. = Though other Lords | ih 
have had dominion over me, I will now make Wy. 
mention of thy name, and of thy righteoul- 4 
neſs only, by Jeſus Chriſt. — „„ 
O bleſſed Feſus, my all ſufficient Saviour ! — 


Thy dying love, infinite condeſcenſion, and 
matchleſs grace, hath at laſt overcome me, 


and 


e A. 
PR 8 by 
. 

— * 


— 
| : no luſt, refuſe no labour, grudge at no ſuffering, 
ſtick at no difficulty, ſo I may pleaſe and ho- 
nour thee, and continue in thy love. O ſhed a- 
broad more of thy love in my heart, to make all 
” N things 


168 Serious REFLECTIONS 
and conftrain'd me to reſolve to be wholly 
thine, who haſt redeem'd and bought me with 


thy molt precious blood, X I now acknowledge 
and own thee, as my Lord, and my Feſus, + 


my prophet, prieſt, and king; my facrifice, 
ſurety, and ranſom, to ſatisfy for my fins, 
and reconcile me unto God; to inſtruct me 
in his will, and teach me the myſteries of 
his kingdom, and the way to the Father, 


How often haſt thou open'd thine arms, and 


called me, yea beſeech'd me to come unto 


thee, and accept of life? But I refuſed to 
come. I adore thy merciful condeſcenſion, 


that yet thou wilt receive me on ſuch eaſy 


terms. | | | 


O thou Lord of life and glory, | now ac- 


cept of an unworthy helpleſs ſinner, who flies 


to thee as his only refuge and hope! who is 
convinc'd that none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt 


can make his peace with God, and fave from 


\ wrath to come, I acknowledge thy title to 


me, and my obedience, and to all I have by 


dying for me. I deſire to take thy yoke upon 
me, for it is eaſy; and thy burthen which 


is light. I deſire to be entirely, and for e- 


ver thine, in everlaſting covenant never to be 


broken : to take up the croſs and follow thee, 


whitherſoever thou {halt lead me; through the 
ſtrait gate, and the narrow way. I will reſerve 


reſtor 
ten m 
as it 
to ſan 
make 
holine 
and « 
the 4 
the gu 


| ſus, 
| of the 


raclete 
believe 
dempt. 
heaven 
my ww; 
law of 
merly 


on TIME and ETERVITv. 169 
things eaſy for his ſake, who hath loved me, 


end waſhed me from my ſins in his own blood. 
O God the holy Ghoft, I acknowledge then 
as my great teacher and ſanctiſier, and give 7 
up my ſelf to thee, as the author of all ſav- 
ing knowledge and holineſs: by thee I have 
been convinced of my ſin, againſt the law of 
God, and the goſpel of Chriſt and of my ne- 
cellity of his merit, ſatisfaction, and righte- 
oufneſs, to juſtify my guilty ſoul, by procu- 
ring the forgiveneſs of ſin, and my accep- 
tance with God; and of the freeneſs of his 
love, the riches and all- ſufficiency of his 
grace, towards all who come unto God by 
him. { I adore thee, O mo/? bleſſed ſpirit! as 
proceeding, and ſent from the father and the 
ſon, to renew all the powers of my ſoul, and 
reſtore the divine image there; to enligh- 
ten my mind to know and receive the truth, 

as it is in Feſus, and purify my heart 3 | 
to ſanctify all the members of my body and 
make them inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 


. holineſs, which before wer? ſervants unto ſin; *” 
| and gradually to deliver me from the power, 9 i 
; the defilement, and abode of fin; as from ml 
wy the guilt and puniſhment by the blood of e- \ 
ſus. And as the witneſs of God to the truth 11 
„ of the holy ſcriptures; and as the great pa- _—_ | 
1 raclete to comfort and eſtabliſh the hearts of | Fw 
| believers, ſealing them up to the day of re- ib 
I demption, and giving them the earneſt of the = 
- I beavenly inheritance; O bleed ſpirit, be thou = 
11 my witneſs that though I have violated the l 
28 law of God, and defac'd his image, and for- 


merly undervalu'd the love of Chriſt, . N 
No P the || 
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the grace of the goſpel, yet by thine aid, I 
udo accept what I have fo long neglected: 
and thankfully devote my ſelf henceforward 
to be the Lord's in a covenant relation. 
Hut fearing and diſtruſting my ſelf, I give 20 
up my ſelf entirely to the conduct of thy 
grace, depending upon it for my eſtabliſhment 
and perſeverance, \.O form my heart into an 
obediential frame! that in every thing I may 


endeavour to anſwer the ends and obligation; Pra 
of this devoted ſtate. By þ 

To this one God I have once again dedicated 0 
and reſign'd my ſelf; to ſerve, and pleaſe | 
and honour thee, in thought, word, and act, 55 
to the laſt moment of my life :) In the perfor- i, 


mance of all duties, even thoſe which I have WF he 
been moſt averſe from; in the mortification 
| of every l, and the forſaking of every /, to x 
even thoſe which T was once moſt addicted to: 
reſolving deliberately to allow my ſelf in no- 
thing great or little, ſecret or open, which in t 
ſhall know or believe to be contrary to thy ho- feed? 
ly will; making it my buſineſs to be fruitful 2 
in good works, to the praife of my redeemer; oh 
waiting in the uſe of all his appointed means, , 

for higher meaſures of grace and holineſs, to the 
$8 be more victorious over inward luſts, and out- 
ward temptations, Mill preſſing towards the ate 
mark for the prize of my high and holy cal be c- 
lins ; even eternal life. | Fang 
f: — |] call heaven and earth, O Lord, to wit f. 
neſs this day that I own and avow this to be LAW 
my mind, and the ſettled prevailing purpoſe ol all 
my ſoul, | 7:58 I again ratify and confirm ces, 
. without 


— — ISIPEn-<" AYE <a" emmy — — 
> r ———————————7—— . —— OB — — 


— 
3 ——— 


in the preſence of God; | 
Redfafl, unmoveable, afar abounding in the 
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without any clauſes or exceptions. So help 
me O my Ged, Glory be to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Ms a 


ae ede 


XXIX. 


S R C T. 


Practical and conſolatory reflections en the 


preceeding ſelf· dedication, or covenant with 
God, 


Ie this day ſolemnly avouched the Lord 
to be my God, to walk in his ways; © 
whereby to fortify my reſolutions, that 7 
and my *. houſe, (and all that 1 can perſuade 
to be of my mind) wil! ſerve the Lord, I 
intend, delire, and hope never wilfully to 
violate the faith, which I have now plighted 


work of the Lord, &. 


Should J underrake any new employment, or 
enter into any new condition, or change 


the place of my abode, where I might ſee 


more of God's diſhoncur, and meet with 


more and ftronger Temptations to fin, \ and 
be called to the performance of more difficult 
duties, greater watchfulneſs, and ſelf-denial, 
Fe. I would hope hereby to engage the pre- 
ſence of God with me, and his bleſſing on 
all my affairs, (on which depends the ſuc- 
ceſs of all that 1 undertake 3) and would 
. hope 
Deut. 6. 17, 18. 


but to continue i 
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hope the better to preſerve my integrity, not 
only this year, but in all the remaining por- 
tion of my time, by the abiding ſenſe of my 
covenant with God, thus ſeriouſly renewed, 
This is the method I have been often ad- 
vis d to for peace of conſcience, under doubts 
and ſcruples concerning my ſpiritual ſtate; 
to put the matter out of doubt, by again ac- 
cepting the offered mercy and grace of the 
goſpel; and heartily conſenting to the new 
covenant; giving up my ſelf to God in 
Chriſt, to be ruled and ſaved by him. Bleſ- 
ſed be God, I have now done ſo. 
Amen, to thy part of the covenant, that thou 
art, and wilt be my Gd; as 1 defire un- 


feignedly to do to mine, that I will be thy 


ſervant, — 
But becauſe articles are ſooner conſented to, 
than made good, tho' I ſeriouſly intend ne- 


ver to difown this my ſolemn act and deed, = 


but firmly to adhere to it, as long as I live; 
that having ſcborn, 1 will endeauvcur to per- 
form it, that this ſhall be my everlaſting 
* Choice, never to be recanted or alter'd ;| yet 


_ conſidering the ſad inſtances of my "A 


| weakneſs, and the vigilance and ſubtle ma- 
| lice of my great adverſary, I again implore 
the ſuccour of divine grace, to keep it for e- 
ver in the purpoſe of my heart, that it may 
be as the laws of the Medes and Perſians, ne- 
ver to be reverſed, I havegiven up my name 
to be thine; O put thy fear into my heart, 
that I may never depart from thee! Imprint 
thy laws upon my heart, that my obedience 


Ei may be uniform and univerſal, unwavering. 


md 


Lord, ſay 
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and perpetual; ſuitable to ſo honourable and 
near a relation to thee ! I am ſenſible I want 


haſt bid me aſk it of thee, who giveſt liberal- 


ly to all, without deſert, and wpbraide/? not, 
with preſent unworthineſs, or former faults. 
O lead me not into temptation, but deliver me 
from evil. Stand by and fRirengthen me in 


the hour of via, left I forget my vows, and 


deny thee. O that my ſoul may never draus 


' wiſdom and ſtrength to that purpoſe, but thou 


back, left zhine have no pleaſure in me. 1 


can ſerve no better maſter; O let mine ears + 
be bored to the door of thine houſe, as the to- 
ken and aſſurance of my being thy ſervant 


unto death. I know *tis my duty, I am ſen- 


{ible *tis my privilege and honour; I am con- 
vinc'd, that *tis my intereſt and felicity; a g 


ſeul, my life, my preſent and everlaſting w 


eſt be my God for ever: O conduct me by 
thy holy ſpirit of grace, that I may walk, 


and act, as having heartily conſented he ſhould 


be ſo; and direct my heart into thy love, and 


the faithful keeping of thy commandments : that 
when ſo many profeſſors make ſhipwreck of 
faith and a good conſcience, and diſcredit the 
religion of my Lord, by their ſhameful falls, 


thou may'ſt make me ſtand, and improve 


the warning of their examples to walk hum 


' bly ; and while I. Hand, 19 take beed left I 


Fall. 


Having thus ſurrendred my ſelf to God, 


what is there, O my ſoul! that is ever like to 
8 with me to go back; and revolt from 


him? Is the gratification of A tft, the ſecu- 
FI: 


Ting F. 


fare, and all depends upon it, that thou fhould- 
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ring of an ate, compliance with a friend, 
the pleaſing of a ſuperior, living in eaſe, and 


Honour, and outward proſperity for a little 


while, the ſaving my body from /uffering, or 


| my life from violence, or whatever elſe be the 
| motive of my unfaithfulneſs to God, and a- 


' poſtacy from him? Is any, is all of theſe a- 
ny way conſiderable, compared with the Þle/- 
ſedneſs of baving God to be my God? For there- 
by 1 have the forgiveneſs of all my fins ; and 
the aſſurance of his favour ; the certainty of 
preſent protection, and proviſion; all crea- 


tures reconciled to me, and to be employed for 
my good, as the friend of God; All things 
to work together for my advantage; and by 


the evidence of my adoption, a well-ground- 
ed hope of eternal life. God, as my ſun and 
ſhield wil give grace and glory, and vit h- Hold 
no good thing. So unſpeakably comprehenſive 
are the privileges of ſo near a relation to God 
in Chriſt, O Happy are the people who are in 
uch a. caſe! Bleſſed are tbe 2 whoſe Gad 
zs the Lord. 

Do I reſalve to abide by my choice, and 
to truſt in Chriſt for perſevering grace ? And 


shall I not, ought I not to take comfort in it! 
Shall 1 not give God the glory. of his 7n/i- 


rite goodneſs, by adhering to him, and rejoy- 


{ cing in him, notwithſtanding all temptations 


to the contrary ? Caſting all my care upon 
him, and quieting my ſelf in the all- ſuffici- 
ency of my heavenly Father; having a G4 
in covenant, who will ſupply "all my Wants 


and take care of. me, as his own ? Shall 1 


not give him the glory of his trutl and Logs 
J 


— 
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by truſting him in every condition? By con- 
fidence in his promiſe, dependance on his 
word, faithfulneſs to his intereit, and con- 
fancy | in his ſervice to the end? Is it not a 


moſt encouraging thought, that God avth ne- 
der abandon any, "who do nat firſt forſake him? — 


And after ſuch {tri& engagements, as J have . 


laid upon my ſelf, ſhall I ever ſtrike the fatal 


ſtroke with my own hand ? Shall I be off and 
on, ſay and unſay, prothiſe and retract? And 
after J have proceeded thus far, ſhall 1 for- 
ſake the fountain of living watery and turn 
again to broken ciſterns ? 

After I have examin'd my ſelf, confider'd 
my ways, confeſs'd my ſins, and upon ſerious 


_ deliberation am come to a reſolve ; and in 
purſuance of it, have devoted my ſelf with 
ſuch folemnity to be the Lord's; ſhall I ever 
after this, forſake him, and my own mercies, 
and 1 efteem the rock of my ſaluation? 


Now I have learn'd, in ſome meaſure, what 


fin is, by the ſorrows and anguiſh of an hear- 


ty repentance ; now | have diſcover'd ſo much 
2 the ſnares and devices of {an whereby 
I have formerly been betray'd; {now I am 
ſenſible of the dangerous and powerful influ- 
ence and infection of bad company; the trea- 
chery of fleſhy Juſts the bewitching temp- 
tations of the world; and have taſted a lit- 


tle, by my own experience of the pleaſant- 
_ neſs of wiſdom's paths, the peace and ſatis- 


ſaction of devotedneſs to God, by the pre- 
_fent rewards of a calm conſcience; the com- 
munications of divine grace, and the encou- 
zagement of an holy hope, &c, and am per- 

| „„ Oe _____ ſwaded 
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ſwaded of the ſtability of his word, and the: 
certainty of eternal life to all who continue 
in well doing; ſhali J after all this, ever break 
with God again? Shall I ever cancel this 
engagement? violate this my vow ? and fal- 
fify ſo many repeated promiſes and reſolutions ?. 
Oh that this power may reſt upon me! and 
his grace work in me, both to will and to do! 
| that this God may be my God for ever, and my 
grace unto death, +, Let me never re- aſſume this 
gift and ſurrender of myſelf, or defraud God 
of his right and property. His I am, and him 
Iwill ſerve living wholly to him; uſing all 
J have for him; being willing he ſhouid do 
what be liſt with his «wn, and conſequently 
_ diſpoſe of me, and of all that any way be- 


| longs to me, as ſhall ſeem good in his eyes, 1 
am thine; O Lord, fave me. Command me 


my work, appoint me my duty, direct my 
Ration, order my condition, Let me be th:ne, 


though employed in the meaneſt fervice, and 


the moſt laborious ſelf-denying work. Tho? 
J ſhould be but a der- Aeeper in thine houſe, an 
hewer of wood, or a drawer of water ; though 
1 muſt pinch the fleſh, and ſwim againſt the 


tide, and renounce what before I valued ; yet 


this God ſball be my God for ever. 


By this means, when I come to die, (if 


God ſhould add more years to the little number 
I have paſt, beſides this I have now begun) I 
may be able to ſay, with upright Hezekrah, 
Remember, Lord, how 7 have walked before 
thee in mine integrity; that in the face of death 


and the grave, in the view of another world, 
and the near proſpect of eternity, I may be 


able 


P 


O 


"= I 


receive my ſpirit. * Thou art my Saviour, and 
I have waited for thy ſalvation. I have fought 
thee with my whole heart; I have choſen thy 
favour, rather than worldly grandeur and proſ- 
perity ; I have prized hy love, and endeavoured 
to obey thee, (as the beit expreſſions of my own) 
though with many imperfections, which I be- 


wail ; I have delighted more in thy ſervice and 
preſence, than in the pleaſures of fin and va- 
nity ; thy teſtimonies have been the joy of 


my heart; I took no delight in the com- 
pany of the ungodly, after I was devoted to 
thee ; O let me not have my portion with them 
in the other world! fortify me now againſt the 


king of terrors, ſtrengthen me in this my laſt 
conflict, enable me to triumph over death, by 
the croſs of Chriſt (my victorious Sarge and 


carry me through the dark valley, at the di- 


vorce of ſoul and body, and grant me an a- 
bundant entrance into thine heavenly king- 
dom; let me be numbred among thy choſen, 
and my body wait in hope, til] the general re- 
ſurrection, that IJ may then ſee thy glory, and 
| dwell with thee for ever. : 
I gave up myſelf to thee, and do not repent 
my choice; acknowledge me now for thine, 
| and do not loſe that which is thy own. | Lord 
| Zeſus ! thou haſt paid my ranſom, to deliver 
me from /atan, and from eternal wrath ; Oh 
do not reject me now, and caſt me off. Is it 
not thine office and covenant, to fave thoſe 
that truſt in thee? Oh remember thy word 


unto thy ſervant, wherein thou haſt cauſed me 


to hope, when 1 ventured my falvation on thy 


_ Ppromule 
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able to rejoice in \ hope and fay, Lord Jed. 
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promiſe, and truſted to thy gracious word for 


eternal life. 
the greatelt impediments of my ſalvation. Tt 


15 As eaſy now to receive me as to love me: c 


; haſt prepared glory for thy redeemed 
ones; and haſt bid me believingly to follow 
a 2 and wait for thy ſalvation. Thou haſt 
begotten me to a lively hope, by the incorrup- 
tible feed of the world; let me not now be 
deprived of the inheritance. Can that love 


that pitied me in my blood, and fetched me 


from the gates of hell, now ſuffer me to fall into 
ji it? Ocrown thy grace, and perfect thy pre- 
paratory mercy, with everlaſting mercy, 

By voluntary conſent and choice, thou art my 
Cod; and thy preſence in heaven, my ultimate 
felicity; 1 have truſted to thy gracious pro- 
miſe, to prepare me for it, and bring me to 
it; O Fulfil thy word unto thy ſervant, obere 
in thou hajt cauſed me to hope; and mercifully 
receive my departing ſoul, that ſeeks thee, that 
loves thee, that breathes after thee, and de- 
fires nothing but to know thee better, and 
love thee more, and be more entirely confor- 

med to thine image, and live always in thy 
bleſſed preſence, „Thou haſt alſo called me 
out of the world, placed thine image upon me, 
enabled me to make it my buſineſs, though with 
many impertections, to ferve, and pleaſe, and 
honour thee ; O receive me to the fulneſs of thy 
love, and grace, and preſent me faultleſs be- 
\ fore the preſence of thy glory, with exceeding 
{ Joy. Amen. Holy Father, be it unto me accor- 


ding to thy word; through the merits and inter- 


. on of my all ſi fe ficient ſaviour, Feſus Chrijt, 
the 


Thy love hath already overcome 


be continually in my mouth. 
ſhould I conclude and begin this year, With ſo- 
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"the fatthful and true witneſs, in whom all thy 
promiſes are yea and Amen, mm. 


akg dh leur 
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Thankſgiving to God for his innumerable bene- 
fits and mercies, particularly in the year paſt ; 
with ſome direction and advice concerning it. 


O W precious and delightful are the 
thoughts of thy benefits f O Lord, haw 
great is the fum of them! Should I count 


them, they are more in number than the ſtars, .. 
Shall i not obſerve and conſider them? Main 
tain a grateful ſenſe of them, and publickly _ 
acknowledge them on all occaſions? that 1 


may bleſs the Lord at all times, and his praiſe 
More eſpecially 


lemn praiſes to my great benefactor and pre- 
ſerver. 1 ought to begin and cloſe every day 


with it, thereby 7o make the out-goings of the 


morning and the evening to rejoice in Cod. E- 


very year, every day, every hour, every mo- 
ment offers me an occaſion to praiſe. him ; be- 
cauſe he is every minute gracious, and "bath 
been ſo ever ſince he gave me my being, 


Almoſt one half of my time hath been ſpent 


in ſleep, when I remember not God, nor my- 


ſelt ; yet doth he who never llumbers or fleeps, — 
remember me in mercy, and watch over me 
for good. Yea, though in the other half, by 


day, I have forgotten him in a worſe ſenſe, by 
Caſting oft his tear, and not remembring that 


his 
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his holy eye is upon me, yet hath he not for- 


„ Pfal. Ixix. 30. 


gotten to be gracious. W Therefore * T will up /f. 
praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and will nels. 
magnify him with thankſgiving, and never for- God, 
get his benefits, Mitb which ſacrifice he ts to wWI 
better pleaſed, than with an ox or bullock that the o 
bath horns and.hoofs, = Bl 
He hath prolonged my life this laſt year, death 
when ſo many others of his more uſeful ſer- fallin 
vants have been removed by death; and given do ye 
me farther time and ſpace to repent, when He h 
multitudes have been ſurprized in their impe- a pre. 
nitence. Vea, it was he who formed me in the verte; 
womb, and brought me ſafely into the world, I kne 
by whoſe providence J have hitherto been ſup- my p- 

# plied : In him I live and move, and continually hath « 
exift : To his undeſerved goodneſs I am behol- help i 
den for all the good of any kind which I ever ties, 
enjoyed : to his bounty I am indebted for all hath 
that I now have; and muſt depend upon it, niſtry 
whatever I can hereafter expect. and g 
Through infancy, and childhood he was plea - and 0 

ſed to preſerve me; favouring me with many relief 
advantages in my birth and education; provi- and 1 
ding for me a competent livelihood ; diſpoſing of Ge 
the circumſtances of my condition, relations, rable 
places of abode, &c. more advantageouſly groan 
than he hath done for thouſands ; affording me UF Youre 
many helps for the improvement of my mind, ſpreac 
and the encreaſe of knowledge; and preven- e 40. 
ting my neceſſities, and even my defires, with lent p 
numberleſs bleſſings, which I never ſo much thy, a 
as aſked for. He hath cauſed ſeveral of my water 
relations to yield me comfort, when they TICS," < 

| | | might With « 
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might have been ſore afflitions.” He hath raiſed 
up ſtrangers to befriend me, and ſhew me kind- 
nels, How many favours have received from 
God, by the inſtrumentality of other men? 
to whom God gave the will and the power, 
the opportunity, and the inclination ? | 
How often hath he delivered my foul from 
death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from 
falling, by ſeaſonable preſervations? ſo that T 
do yet walk before him in the land of the living 
He hath reſcued me from the brink of many 
a precipice, which through ignorance or inad- 
vertency, I did not apprehend or fear. When 
| I knew not which way to turn, he hath made 
my path plain. Under linking d:/apporntments he 
7 hath commanded ſuccour; and been à preſent 
help in the time of trouble. In great perplex- 
ities, his eye hath been my guide, and his arm 
hath brought ſalvation : it may be by the mi- 
niſtry of his hely angels, obeying his order, 
and giving unuſual intimations of very great, 
and otherwiſe unſuſpected dangers ;\or-ſending 
relief and deliverance, by ſuch ſmall, unlikely 
and unexpected means, as carried the name 
of God viſibly engraven on them, innume- 
rable calamities he ſaves me from, which others 
groan under; and as many bleſſings am I fa- 
voured with, whereof they are deſtitute, \ He 
, ſpreads my table, and fills my cup, and gives 
nie all things richly to enjoy, when many excel- 
nent perſons, of whom the world is not wor- 
nh tby, are fed with the bread of affliction, and the 
water of affliflion.). Others have only necetla- 
ries, or but few conveniencies in compariſon 
with the plentiful proviſions God hath a 
| | . BY * Tos 4 ; or. 


l 
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for my chearful obedience to him. And ſhall 


I not praiſe him for * the precious things of 
heaven, the bleſſings of the earth, the dew and 


\ the deep? and the more eſpecially for the goed. 


will of him who dwelt in the buſh, to ſanctity 


and ſweeten all: whereby common mercics 


become the pledge and fore- runner of better 


things; as the fruit of his ſpecial kindneſs, the 


wWitneſs of his truth, and the ſeed of peace, 


and joy, and righteouſneſs, and praiſe; by 
reaſon of his bleſſing on all that J poſſeſs, 
which otherwiſe would prove a ſnare, and a 


temptation, and be intermixed with a curſe. - 


And beſides the ordinary and continued 
bounty of every day, in the midſt of how many 
Arfficulties and dangers have J felt the dear ob- 


ligations of his preſerving mercy? abroad and 


| 


comfortably to me in the wildernels, 
* 5 14 RE b | þ.> 4 | 8 


; at home; in foreign countries, as well as my 


own; in the midſt of enemies, and among 
friends; in all places, and at all times. 

He hath prolonged. my health, or made my 
bed in ſichneſs. He hath often granted the 


deſires of my heart, whenever it was for his 


glory; and contradicted my voiſtes, and diſ- 


appointed my endeavours, in other inſtances, 


when it was more to my advantage. From how 


many miſchiefs hath he ſaved me, by ſuch 
things as I deprecated, and would have hin- 
dered ? How many evils hath he turned for h 


good? He hath heard my cry in the day of ad- 


verſity, and ſet my feet in a large place. He 


hath chaſtened me for my profit: his rod and 
his ſtaff have comforted: me: he hath ſpoken 
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tim hath been uſeful and neceſſary phyſicx; 
made an inſtrument of virtue, and ſo a token 
of his love. Therefore * I wil! ſing of the 
mercy of the Lord for ever, and with the voice 
of thankſeiving will J make. known his faith- 
ulneſs.— 

He hath all along conducted me by his"wi/- 
dom, guided me by his providence, and the an- 
gel of his preſence bath directed my path, and 
ordered all my goings. | He hath been a cloud 
to me by day, and a piliar of fire by night : - 
he hath helped me in my ſtraits, and ſupplyed 
ed my wants, and comforted me in all my ſad- 


ot 
ny nefles : his powerful and gracious preſence hath f 
b- been my conſtant guard; ; and his ſovereign 4 
nd never-failing goodneſs hath compaſſed me about 1 
my with mercy on every ſide, For which, O moſt Wl 


ng merciful Father, my ſoul and all that is with- bi 
in me deſires to ſpeak thy praiſe. 1 
my The advantagious circumflances of man 
the divine favours do raiſe their value, and deſerve 
his to be particularly obſerved and acknowledged. 


. How ſuitably, how ſeaſenady, how wiſely \ \i{ 
ces, hath he conferred his benefits? With what 1 
10w | tenderneſs and kindneſs? With what freedom 7 } 
uch I and readineſs ? Of his own bounty and good- ; : þ 
hin- will, without any neceflity, or obligation on th 
for © his part; without any deſert, and ſometimes 1 
ad- without ſo much as a prayer on mine. And 1 13 
He what is more, notwithſtanding my ingratitude TR 
and and forgetfulne/s of him, and great provocations, | 7 | 
ken heightened by the abuſe of ſo much mercy : . 
flic- demanding nothing, after all, in requital of | 


u fo much kindneſs, but my acceptance of his 
32 2 | love, 
* Pfal. Ixxxix. 1. 
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love, and grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs, and 
the ſweeteſt and moſt reaſonable expreſhons of 
it, by thankful obedience, * 3 
Th More capella would I blefs the Lord, for 
enlightning my mind in the great myſteries of 
religion; diſpoſing in wonderful wiſdom the 
ſeveral means and methods, whereby he 
brought me to the knowledge of the truth, 
by parents, miniſters, friends, acquaintance, 
books, afflictions, Cc. beginning with me 
in childbgod, awakening and cultivating the in- 
bred notions of God, and natural religion, of 
good and evil, rewards and puniſhments ; by 
the careful inſtructions of parents, or others 
concerned in my education ; giving me the 
advantage of good examples, counſels and en- 
couragements, to know and do well ; with 
more aſſiſtance, and leſs hindrances and diver- 
ſions, than to many others. Particularly, for 
the excellent privilege, and ineſtimable bleſ- 
ling of his holy words and facraments the li- 
berty of the chriſtian religion in the purity of 
it, in the moſt of theſe places, where God bas 
been pleaſed to caſt my lot. Cauſing me to lay 
| down in green paſtures, and leading me beſide 
the ſtill waters : inſtruting me in the revela- 


tion of his will and grace by Feſus Chriſt : \ 


- acquainting me with the ſublime principles and 

ble, + vel and rules, promifes and 

hopes of the goſpel, in order to eternal life. 

II bleſs thee, © Lord, and ſhall for ever do 
fo, that with any or all theſe advantages and 

helps, thy holy ſpirit hath taught me zo An 


| the truth as it in Fefus, heartily to believe and 


obey it.! That by thy grace 1 have been con, 


vinced 
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vinced of fin, and brought to repentance; 
ſhewing me the neceſſity of a Saviour, to 
make my peace with thee, the all- ſufficiency 


of his grace, the fulneſs of his merit, the free- 

J neſs of his love, and his readineſs to receive 

me to mercy, inviting and calling me to it, 

and enabling me to accept his gracious invita- 

5 tion, and obey his compaſſionate call; mak- 

„ ing me willing by a powerful and viforious 

e grace, drawing me with cords of love, and ſo 

5 effectually perſwading me to conſent to thy 

f covenant, and comply with thy meſſage, on PM 
y the gracious terms of the goſpel. Bleſſed be the 4 
78 God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 171 
* through hir abundant mercy hath begotten me 1 
. again to à Irvely hope; having humbled my bi 
ch proud heart, and conquered the perverſeneſs | 1 
r- of my ſtubborn will, and brought my ſoul to 'F 
or an entire ſubjection to himſelf: who took pityy/ 
8 on me, when he ſaw me in my blocd, ſpredad 
ks his ſhirt over me, caſt a mantle upon my na- 1 
of T kedneſs, waſhed me from my fins, and put 31 
12s bis own comelineſs upon me by ſanctification: Li 
lay who opened my eyes when I was leaping blind- 1 
ide fold into the pit of deſtruftion ; who healed 
la- my foul, when 1 was ſick unto death; who 18 
/t : eſcued and recovered me from the ſlavery of 
ind the devil, when I was led captive by him at 1 
ind bis will. Shall not a ranſomed, redeemed ſlave, 

85 be thankſul to his deliverer? Shall not a miſe- 


do rable undone ſinner, who is received to mer- 
and ey, be thankful for a pardon ? Awake, O'my 
10% %% and utter a ſong of praiſe to him, * who 
and.  forgiveth all thine iniquities; and healeth ail 
on- 33 Sh e 
* Pal, cli, 3. 
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| angels? The curſe being removed, and the 
hand- writing againſt me cancelled, 'the price 
paid, the breach made up, the ouch of jul- ; 
tice ſtopped, and the condemning ſentence of 
the law exchanged for a gracious pardon, 
through the ſacrifice of my bleſſed Lord . 
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thy diſeaſes; who redeemeth thy life (thy ſoul) 


rom defiruetion, and crowneth thee with loving 


Kindneſs, and tender mercies, — 


Hath he made thee 8 of his own re- 
newed image and likeneſs ? given thee his 
Son! his grace? his ſpirit? and taken ſuch 
a wretched creature into ſo near a relation to 
himſelf ; and promiſed to be thy God and 
- nee, thy portion and thine inheritance, thy 
friend and thy phyſician, thy ſun and thy 
ſhield, and thine exceeding great reward ? 
And fhall not my ſoul ſpeak aloud his praiſe ? 
Fath he been * merciful to my unrighteouſne/s, 


and blotted out my fins © Hath he gathered mie 


101th his arm and carried me in his boſom © 


Hath he been my Saviour and Redeemer, a- 
dopted me into his family, and promiſed to] 


make me bleſſed in his glory, with the holy 


And ſhall I not praiſe his incomprehenſible 
love and grace ? 


1 likewiſe thank thee, moſt holy Father, for 
faving me from guilt and ruin, when affaultedF 
by powerful and dangerous temptations that] 
by preventing mercy, or reſtraining grace, 
thou haſt kept me from many ſcandalous and 
preſumptuous crimes. \ I thank thee for mak -· 


ing the ins of others a warning and a caution 
to mne; an argument to humility, and a mo- 


tive 


1 Iſa. xliii. 14. 


ut ien 
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of thy fovereign grace; 
our whoſe blood cleanſeth from all fin, when 
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tive to watchfulneſs ; for preſerving my judg- 
ment from many errors and delutions, by 


which others are ſeduced ; for enabling me to 


improve any opportunities of doing good, and 
making me in any thing uſeful to others: yea, 


I thank thee for all thy mercies to other chrif- 
tians, for all the gifts and graces, and uſeful- 
neſs of any of thy ſervants, wherein as a member 

of the ſame body, I deſire to rejoyce ; for any 


fupport and comfort to me, or any of them, 
under honourable ſufferings for thy name's 


fake. | 

I deſire unfeignedly to bleſs thee, for an 
ſuccour, relief, and victory; with reſpect to 
the ſnares and buffetings of tan, and the vi- 


leſt of his temptations. "Whew he hath temp- 
ted me to apoſtacy, and infidelity, in ſpecula- 
| tion or practice; or queſtion the truth of the 

holy ſcriptures, and the life to come ;\ to 
doubt of the foundations of the chiil ian 


faith, or to deſpair of the mercy of God, and 


* give up the reins to ſenſual luſt; or to draw 


me from God, by the love of the world, and 


the praiſe of men, by evil company, intem- 
perance, ſecret wickedneſs, &c. 


I bleſs thee with my whole foul for cal- 


ling me back from any of my wandrings, and 
by infinite goodneſs recovering me after great 
| falls, enabling me to return when I had gone 
 ; aſtray, and ſeek thy forfeited fayour, that thou 


may'ſt heal my back-ſlidings ;\ giving me in 
order to it, a deep ſenſe of my own fin, and 
leading me to a /avi- 


my guilty, defiled ſoul ſo much needed its 
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pardoning and cleanſing virtue; "awakening 
me by thy word, and ſpirit, arid providence, 
to perform them. 

I bleſs thee who haſt guided my feet into 
the way of peace, when by the terrors of 
an accuſing conſcience, and the ſenſe of un- 
pardon'd fin, and the apprehenſtons of thy 


_ deſerved wrath, I was ready to deſpair :\that 


tho' thou didſt moſt juſtly hide thy face at any 


time, it was but for a little while; but didſt 


feafonably, and in mercy return, to wipe off 
my tears, reſtore the joy of thy ſalvation, and 
chaſe away the clouds and darkneſs on my /p:- 

rit, by the reviving preſence of thy own. 


1500 who art the author, wilt be the finiſher 
| of my faith; and therefore tho? thou haſt vi- 


ſited mine iniquities with a fatherly rod, yet thy 
 boving kindneſs thou haſt not taken from me, 


or ſuffer d thy faithfulneſs to fail, or thy ce- 


denant of peace to be remved ; Abut haſt re- 


freſhed me with hidden manna, after great per= | 
I am God, 


plexities, ſaying unto my foul, 
and even thy God. \ Thou haſt made me to 
hear thy voice, which was ſweet; and to taſte 
thy love, which is better than wine; enable 


me to fay with thine apoſtle Thomas, my Lord, 


and my God; and to have had ſome commu- 
nion with thee ſince, in 2 8 or private 


duties. 
For all theſe 1 mercies I deſire to 


_ Praiſe thee, which yet are but in order to grea- 


ter; I hope, in order to everlaſting kindneſs in 


heaven, \ Theſe are but the taſte and earne/t of 
_ what thou wilt beſtow hereafter Oh how great 


x the mou that he hath laid up for 2 
that. 


that fear him! And now, Lord, what wait 
for? my hope is even in thee. \ | thank thee, 


who haſt thus put it into my heart, to render 


thee ſolemn praiſe, and once more to renew 
my covenant with thee. 

{ will magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit fal! 
rejoyce in God my Se Return unto thy 
reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
* with me, (a) Ihile Ilive, I will praiſe 
thee, and ſing praiſes unts my God, while I 
have a being, O come and behald the wirks 
of the Lord, what he hath done for my foull... 
The Lord liveth 3 (b) Bleſſed be my rock, ond 
let the God of my ſalvation be exalted. Let 
my heart be glad, and my glory rejoyce, for 


the Lird is not aſham'd to be called my Ged, AL 


Thanks be to God, who hath cauſed me to 
triumph in Chriſt Feſus.) Sing unto the Lord, 


O ye his ſaints, and as thanks at the re- 
\ membrance of his holineſs! (c) I cried unto 
' thee, and thou haſt healed and Javed me: I 

wil give thanks to thee for ever. (d) I will 


| fhew forth thy loving-kindneſs in the morning, 


and thy faithfulneſs every night.\ Fir the 
| Lord is goed, his mercy everlaſting, and his 
truth endures throughout all generations, O 
enter into his gates with thankſgiving, and his 
courts with praiſe: be thankful unto him, and 
| bleſs his name. Bleſs the Lord, all ye his 
| works, in all places of bis dominions: . the 
| Lord, 2 WW Ry; 


- 


( Paal. ; 
{by Pf: 18. 55 (e) P. 30. (a) Pf. 119. "Py 
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Let me add, for a concluſion, that the par- 


ticular deliverances, ſupports and conſolations, 


| 


7 
* 


F 
% 


which at any time God hath given in caſes of 
great exigence, or in anſwer to importunate 
prayer, ought never to be forgotten, Many 
experienc'd chriſtians have been wont to write 
down ſuch remarkable appearances of God for 
them, with the particular circumſtances that 
did recommend and enhance the mercy (whe- 


ther ſpiritual or temporal) as an encourage- 


ment to truſt in God in future difficulties. 


And have afterwards found the comfort and 


advantage of being able to have recourſe to 
\ This practice I recommend as 


ſuch' papers. 
what has been uſeful and conſolatory to di— 


vers chriſtians for many years afterwards ; and 


to ſome others of their more intimate friends, 


to whom they might, without vanity, be im- 
parted. What experiences might be recorded, 
of ſignal returns to prayer, and ſeaſonable 


manifeſtations of the truth, and goodneſs, and 


wiſdom of God, if all the inffances thereof 


were duly recollected and preferv'd | And how 


ſweet, and pleaſant would the work of pra- 


yer and praiſe then be! With what rejoycing 


and delight ſhould we ſet about it, and live in 


it, if the conſtraining goodneſs and love of 


God, and a thankful ſenſe of his unſpeakable | 


mercies did bring us to him, and indict and 
animate every word! What ſupport and com- 
fort, and probable hopes (at leaſt) of the ſpe- 
cial love of God might we derive from the 
various paſſages of his compaſſion and kind- 


_ neſs! And hereby we may be able more hear- 


| tily to give him thanks, for pardon, ſan#tifi- 


(ation, 
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cation, and adoption, which we commonly 
mention with too much doubt and fear. — 
It may likewiſe be ad viſeable to examine and 
record the workings of your dun ſpirit, under 
ſuch diſpenſations: what thoughts you then 
had of God e What acts of faith, love, and 
thankfulneſs, you did then manifeſt ?! What 
evidences of God's favour, and what diſco- 
very of your own ſincerity you have had at 
| ſuch times? When, and how, and by what 
means you were cur'd of your uncomfortable 


— —  — 


. | / unbelief, and rais'd from your deſpondencyß - 
What promiſes you had recourſe to, for relief? * 

0 What conſiderations were moſt helpful to 11 

s | you? What frame of ſpirit you kept up in 1 

- | prayer, before and after ? What reſolutions | 

d and engagements you made to God, to love, li 

* and truſt, and praiſe and ſerve him, and give b 4 

” up all to his diſpoſe for the future? And what | 

d, conſequent obligation may be inferr'd from 

le | thence, to acquieſe in the will of God, and 

nd | reſign our felves entire to him, ſaying, this 

of | God 7s our God for ever and ever, and he 

ow | will be our guide unto death. 
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APPENDIX 


FFF 


From what time the Jews reckon'd the begin- 
ning of their year: Of the difference be- 
tween their ſacred and civil account, The 


feaſt of trumpets on the firſt day of the | | 


year: its inſtitution, nature, and deſign : 
the traditions and cuſtoms of the Jews re- 
ſpecting that day. 8 


IPO N the deliverance of the Fews out 
' of Egypt, the firſt month which began with 


the new moon, next to the vernal equinox, 
was to be accounted * the beginning of months ; 
(it anſwers to the Jatter end of our March, 
and the beginning of April, and is ſometimes 
called Niſan, and ſometimes Abib.) It was or- 
dinarily, after that deliverance, reckon'd the 


FArſt month of the year, in their ſacred, or eccle- 
 fraftical account. The computation of years 
till then, from the creation of the world, was 
from Tijr: or September, | as the beginning 


ot 
* Exod. 12. 1: 


I Lightfoot, Vol. II. p. 1322. Biſhop Parrict's 


comment, upon Exod. 12. 2. and chap. 23. 16. 


\ 


is ſaid to be in the 14% month, that is, of the 
ſacred year. A period ſo remarkable and ex- 
traordinary, as that was to the 
ed very well to be particularly remembred and 
taken notice of; and might juſtly be accoun- 
ted the jir/?, or chiefeſt of their months. And 
| by comparing Exod, xil, 41, with Gal. ili. 
17. it may be concluded, that Abraham re- 
| ceived the promiſe on the fifteenth day of this 
month: and it is computed, that about the 
| ſame time of the year 1/aac was born; \and the 
tabernacle afterwards erected in the wilder- 
FR ) 8 
As the redemption of 1ſrael, from their bondage 
in Egypt was but a type of a more glorious one 
by the Meſſiah, he was pleaſed to ſuffer death in 
this month, Fohn xviii. 28. According to 
this computation, the month Tiſri (which be- 
gan with the firſt new moon next to the au- 
tumna equinox) is often called the ſeventh 
| month; but was not ſo accounted before the 
| deliverance of 1/rae/ out of Egypt. 
civil and political affairs, it was for the moſt - 
part reckoned the firſt month of the year; on 
this account, in this month * 7/ i (which 
| anſwers to part of our September, and part of 
OMober) on the 8 of the montb, 
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Jews, deſerv- 


285 
of years; but now they are commanded to 
begin their reckoning from March. There- 
fore the paſſover kept in this month, is ſaid to 

be obſerved in the firſt month: and the feaſt 

of Purim, which was kept in our February, 


— — 


As to 


© Heidegeri Hif, Patriarch. Tow. 1. Dif. 


12. F. 22. de Anno Patriarcharum. 
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| was the feaſt of tabernacles, )when the J fruits 
| of the earth were gathered in, and 1s faid to 
| be in the end of the year, Much hath been ſaid 
| by many learned men, for the date of the 
| l world's creation, and the beginning of the 


And the Egyptians are alledged as keeping the 
great feſtival of Aries, or of the new year, 
when the ſun enters into Aries. But how- 
ever uncertain that be, and difficult to deter- 
mine it, yet the Fews reckon to have been 
— in Autumn, the creation of the world, the 
birth of the firſt patriarchs, reparation of the 
tables of the law, the dedication of the tem- 
ple, the three great ſolemn feaſts of the be- 
ginning of the year, and other remarkable 
_ paſſages. * As many religious aflemblies, and 
ſolemn feaſts, were appointed of God to the 
ys in this month 7½ i, as in all the year 
eſides. og 


| That the birth and baptiſm of our bleſſed 
. Saviour, Jeſus Chri N ſhould be at this time 
| of the feaff of tabernacles, is as conſiderable, 
| as that his paſſion ſhould be about the time of 
| 


us at that time, when by God's appointment, 


and at the fea/? of tabernacles he came to pitch 
| + Exod. 23. 15, 16. See Ger. I. Voſſii Z/ag. 
Chronol. diſſert. 2. Scaliger de Emend. Temp. Ly- 
diat de wariis Annorum formis, Selden de Ann. 
Ciwili wet. Jud. Joel ii. 23. 1 Kings 8. 2. 
Lightfoot Horæ in Mat. 2. 1. Fr. Spanhemii F. 
Introd. ad Chronol. & Hi. Sacram. 4to. p. 16, 
27, Ec. J. Mayeri Diatribe de Feflis 7 ud. 8v0. 
c. z. 55 8 . 
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year, from the vernal equinox, or the ſpring. 
. Ping 


the Fewiſh paſſover. Y He was ſacrificed for 


the paſc hal lamb was to be offered as his type: 


ſabbath, and a memorial of blowing of trumpets, 
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his tent in our nature, to * tabernacle in our 


fleſh, and dwell among us. W The ſceptre was 
ſo far gone from * 


Fudah, that the Fews were 
compelled by fpreizn power, inſtead of obſer- 
ving the fea/? of tabernacles at Feruſalem, e- 
very one to repair to his own city to be taxed, 
as the emperor Auguſtus had commanded, (and | 
it is not very likely he would appoint that in 
the depth of winter, the time of our Chriſt- 
mas) and now was the ſeaſon for Silo to ap- 
Bar. 

; The 81ſt Pſalm, compoſed by A/aph, for 
the firſt day of this month, or the feaſt of 


trumpets Þ, is ſuppoſed to have been in remem- of | 

brance of that deliverance out of Eoypt : the 4 
ſounding of trumpets being a token of liberty. \ 
This feaſt of trumpets, on the firft day of the 7 


new year, according to thetr civil account, 1s | | | 
thus commanded, Lev. 23. 24. Numb. 29. 
2, and chap. 10, 10. That it ſhould be @ 


5 PPP 


an holy convocatian, & c. Some think it is called | 
a memorial of trumpets, to preſerve the me- F 
mory of {ſaac's deliverance, by the F 7 f 
tion of a 7am to be ſacrificed in his ſtead: | 
this purpoſe it may be alledged, that it is 3 
times called by the Fews, the binding of 1ſdac 3 —— 
which they ſuppoſe to have been in the ſame 
day of the year. By others termed 15 eftum 
cornu, the feaſt of the horn. += 

But it is more probable, that this name was 
not given, with any reſpect to Haac, but on 

| * tle. 
. 1 i. 14. 
Dr. Hammond: in loc. Godeau Univerſ Hiſt, 


de PEgliſe. tom, 4. c. 1, ſect. 6. Hoſpinian. de 
Fel, 7 nac. b | 
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the account of that iind of trumpets Which 
were then ſounded, viz. ſuch as were made 
; of ſheep or rams horns . Others think it to 
| have been appointed of grateful remembrance 
N of former victories which God had afforded 
them; particularly that at Jericho, where 
5 was the firſt oppoſition they met with in their 
| pa aſſage to Canaan: and the walls of the city 
ell down at the ſound of ſuch horn-trumpets, 


| Fo. vi. 13, 20. But the moſt wy ac- 
; count of it is this; That it was intended to 
j ſolemnize the beginning of the new year, to 


mind them of the beginning of the warld, and 
to excite their thankfulneſs for the fruits, and 
bleſſings, and benefits of the year preceding. 
The extraordinary blowing of trumpets by the 
prieſts, at that time, (in all their cities, as 
well as at FJeruſalem, where two Þ vilver 
trumpets were alſo ufed at the temple, as weil 
as theſe of horn, and the Levites ſung the 811k 
Fſalm) might ſerve, both to ſtir up the people 
' to bleſs God for the favours of the year paſt, 
acknowledging his goodneſs in prefer ving them 


to the beginning of another; and withal ex- _ 
cite them to pray for his protection and bleſ. . 
ſing for the new year, on which they now en: trum 
tred. office 
Maimonides, the famous Jewiſh Rabin, 1 
thinks the ſounding of trumpets at this time, I xxxi 


was deſigned to ſignify ſome ſuch exhortation che 

* Whether the year of Jubilee was proclaimed come, 

by ſuch trumpets, ſee Bp. Patrick's Commentary W Jt w. 
upon Lew. xxv. 10. 


+ Lightfoot's Temple ferviee, chap. 16, leg. 55 #* | 


pentance. Remember your creator, you that 
have ergo the truth, and have exchanged 


it for the vanities of the world; and have all 


your lives wandred after vanity, which will not 
profit or deliver yon. Conſider your fouls, con- 
ider your ways and works; and let every one 0 
you forſake his evil way, and his thoughts that 
are not good, # 

Some have imagined a 1 105 repreſentation 
of the 719 covenants in this feaſt. The old 


_ covenant figured by the year paſſed ; and the 


covenant of grace, or the goſpel ſtate, by the 
new year then begun 3! and that by the /ound 
of trumpets was prefigured the future preaching 
of the goſpe], according to that of the apoſ- 
tle ; Their ſound went forth unto all the earth, 

and their words unto the end of the world. And 
ſo the feaſt of trumpets is abrogated by the 


preaching of the opel, if that were typi- 


cally ſignified by it.) The publication of the 
goſpel is the joyful 3 Pſal. Ixxxix. 15. 
and miniſters are to lift up their voice like a 
trumpet, Iſa. lviii. 1. the diſcharge of their 
office, as watchmen, is expreſſed by ſetting 
the trumpet to their mouth, Hoſ. viii. 1. Ezek. 
xxxiii. When the Fews ſhall be converted to 
the faith of Chriſt, it is faid, In that day the 
great trumpet ſhall be bewn, and they fhall 


come, who are ready to periſb, Iſa. 27. lt. 


It was the office of the prieſts to ſound theſe 
R 3 trumpets, 
0 Cane de Pænitem. chap: 3. can. 6. 
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as this; * Ariſe, O ye ſleepers, out of your 
fleep; and you that flumber awake out of your 
flumbring. | Search your works, and turn by re- 
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290 The Appendix. 
trumpets, Numb. x. 8. The publick diſpen- 
ſation of the goſpel is committed to Mminiſters, 


ſet apart for that work, as the ſons of Aaron 
for theirs. We read but of 74s trumpets at 


firſt, for Eleazar and Itbamar, the two ſons 


\ 


of Aaron, Numb. iii. 4. But David added 
many muſical inſtruments : and in Solomen's 
time, at the dedication of the temple, we 


read of one hundred and twenty prieſts, who 


ö 


ſounded with trumpets, 2 Chron. v. 12. With- 
out ſuppoling any type here, in a ſtrict and 
proper ſenſe ; we may yet farther conſider the 


parallel, and obſerve how the joy and grati- 


Sema ch v8 


tude theſe trumpets did excite, is exceeded by 
that greater rejoicing, promiſed and foretold 
by the prophets, when the glad tidings of the 
goſpel of ſalvation by the Meſſiab, ſhould be 
publiſhed to the world, I/. liv. 1. Zuke ii, 
I. Gal iu. 2. Which hath been in part 
accompliſhed ; and will be more complete, in 
that kingdom of peace and purity, which Chriſt 
; will eſtabliſh upon earth, toward the end of 
| the world: and ſhall be "finally perfected at 
the end of time; when days, and years, and 
time (thus meaſured) ſhall] be no more, When 
the Maſſiab, our bleſſed Saviour, having fi- 
niſhed his mediatory undertaking, as to what 
concerns earth, ſhall come again from heaven, 
with the trumpet of Cod, to raiſe the dead, and 
ſummon all the world to their final judgment. 
Then hall he deliver up the kingdom to his Fa- 
ther and the faithful ſhall enter into 7h? joy 
7 their Lord, and be for ever with Teo 

| ere 


—— 
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There is a tradition among the 7ews, men- 
tioned by Maimonides *, that on the fir day 
of the new year, God enters into judgment for 
the tins of the year, and life paſt.] That every 
one's faults are weighed againſt his good wor ks. 
He that is found righteous, is ſealed unto life: 
and he that is found wicked, is ſealed unto 


not repeat. 


* Camones de Pænitent. cap. 3. can, 6. 


Vid. Ceremon. & Cont 888 les Fuifs 2 
jeurd buy, part 2. c. 5 
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And it is a general cuſtom that path abtai= 
ned among the Fews, for the ten firſt days of 
the new year, to riſe out of their beds in the 
night, and to continue in their ſynagogues." 
praying and worſhipping until break of day 
The ſuperſtitious and ridiculous ceremonies 
of the + modern Jeus on this day, I ſhall 
However vain and groundleſs, 
ſuperſtitious and abſurd many of their cuſtoms 
and practices are on this day: yet this blind 
devotion of the Jews, may juſtly ſhame, and 
condemn the Chriftians of our age: who 
commonly ſpend the beginnings of every year 
worle than any other parts of them; inſtead of 
any ſolid retirement, for prayer and meditation, 
which might aſſiſt them to number their days, 
and prepare for eternity; (inſtead, I fay, of 
ſuch ſeaſonable exerciſes) how do vain and 
hurtful” ſports and paſtimes, or trifling and 
3 mirth, and fruitleſs converſations, 
, conſume the greateſt part of the days, (and 
nights too) of the beginning of the year ! And 
thus when the fir? fruits of the year are of- 
ſered up to o fan and vanity, it is no wonder, if 
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the following parts of it are employed to no 
better purpofe; ; } withcut any due concern for 
the ſoul, and an everlaſting ſtate.N, 


To endea vour ſome remedy to theſe diſorders, 


and give ſome afſi/ance to ſuch as defire ſeri- 
ouſly to make religion their principal buſineſs, 
15 the end of publiſhing the foregoing reflec- 
tions. 1 moſt heartily beſeech the Cod of all 
grace, to influence by his holy ſpirit, the con- 
ſcience of every reader, hat fome ſuch good 
effect may be attained; Having found the 
practice recommended, to be of ſome uſe to 
myſelf, and my own heart warmed, in com- 
poſing the ſub/?arce of theſe papers, (though 
without any intention at that time, of expo- 


ſing them to the world) it is not unreaſonable 
to hope, that what hath been beneficial to one 


may be helpful to another. x It cannot cer- 
tainly be improper, to begin the year with Cod, 


with whom we ſhould begin every day. Nr is 


decorous and becoming, to dedicate ourſelves 
to himin a more ſolemn manner than ordina- 
| ry, at ſuch a time: thankful to acknowledge 
the favours and bleſſings we have particularly 
received the year paſt. ſand to recollect the 
fins we have been guilty of: to confeſs and 
aggravate them with humility, contritien, 
and deep remorſe :\to renew our covenant with 
God: to repeat and fortify our reſolutions of 
living better; imploring his grace to aſſiſt us 
[i it; to reflect ſeriouſly on the mutability, 


frailty, and brevity of our preſent life to ö 


conſider the ſwiftneſs, uncertainty, irrecove- 


rableneſs, and conſequent value of our time 
to look forward toa bleſſed or miſerable eter- | 


niiy. 
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nity, one of which we muſt every one ſhare in. 


And to confirm our faith in the certainty there- 
of, conſidering our near approach to fuch an 


unchangeable ſtate: to think what wmprove- 


ment we ſhould make of the death of others, 
eſpecially of relations, and friends, who have 

lately been called home: to make the /uppo« 

| fition in good earneſt, that we may follow 

| them, this year, and die before another neto- 
| FF years-day: to impreſs ſuch a thought on our 


hearts, and the inferences that may naturally 


| be deduced from it: to beg of God to enable 
us to redeem our time, and diſcharge the duty 
of our particular places; and prepare us for 


* J —— * 


fectually teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto true wijaom, Leſt 
we be ſurprized by an unexpected death, 5 


1 | pray for our relations and friends, families and 

a neighbours, (and our enemies too ;) and plead 
with God on the behalf of Sion, and the af- 

> | flicted and deformed ſtate of the proteſtant 
7 churches, To fome of theſe, and the like 
A purpoſes, I hope what is here offered, may be 
1 ſubſervient if conſidered with ſeriouſneſs and 
, application, after humble invocation of the 
h bleſſing of God, and the aids of his ſpirit ; 
\f compoſing our minds and thoughts, as in his 
s moſt awful, and holy preſence. 

„ I have only this to requeſt ; That if any 
6 reader ſhall find any real benefit in this kind, he 


would ſo far requite my charitable 4% ance of 
bim; that when his heart is moſt ſerious, his 
ſpirit moſt compoſed and devout, and his af- 
fections 


8 


* 
1 


3 
* 


all the events of the following year : and ſo ef- 


the period of another year, | And laftly, to 
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fections moſt vigorous and lively, he would 
not forget to put up one prayer to heaven for 
me, for greater holineſs, and abilities to ho- 
nour God, and perſevering faithfulneſs to his 
truth, and intereſt, whatever temptations to 
Jeſert it, may be employed by the world, the 
ielb, and the devil; the three great enemies of 


thine, and my ſalvation, —— 8 
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| Remember now thy Creator in the days 0 th 
9 J y 
youth, while the evil days come nat, nor the 


years draw nigh, when thou fhatt fay [ bave 
no pleaſure in them. 
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Mother edition of this plain ſermon be- 

ing deſired, in hope that the ſeriouſ- 
neſs of the ſubject, with the weight of the 
inſtance which gave occaſion to it, might 
help to excite ſome or other to repentance, 
and further a due preparation for the lajs 
judgment; it will probably be expected that 
I ſhould excuſe the concealment of the perſon's 
name, on whoſe account it was preached. 
Unto which I have only this to ſay; that his 
name, character, and converſation, the cir- 
cumſtances of his ſickneſs, his temper and ex- 
preſſions on a ſick-bed, were then ſufficiently 
F &own, to obviate the leaſt inſinuation of a 
© /orgery, as to what I have related concern- 
ing him. And as to any other particulars, 


which I have not recited, I reckon'd that 


the reader's benefit world be as little con- 
cern'd in the publication, as his curioſity is 


like to be diſſatisf”d, if he expect any other 


reaſon of its concealment. 


J. SHOWER. 
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0 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let 
1 thy heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, 
A and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in 
Y the fight of thine eyes: but know thou, that 
1 for all theſe things God will bring thee unto 
Judgment, | | | | 

|. 

0 Otwithſtanding our manifold advantages 
h for ſerious religion in our younger years, 
| and the contrary inconveniencies of deferring 
0 it to old age, or an indefinite hereafter; not- 
= withſtanding cur frequent warnings by the 
1 death of others, to provide for our own, and 


the unſpeakable hazard of à fick- bed repen- 
tance; yet how apt are the moft in their youth 
and frength ts forget their creator and them- 
ſelves too ! How prone to indulge carnal mirth 
and ſenſual delights ! ] As ſuppoſing by a fatal 

- prejudice and miſtake, that obedience to God 
would introduce melancholy, deſtroy the 
Bhs chearfulnels 
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chearfulneſs of converſation, and ſpoil the 
ſweetneſs of human life ;/ and thereupon re- 


fuſe to beſtow a ſerious thought about gligion 


and another world, till God by ſickneſs, or 
an haſty death, ſummon them to appear before 
his bar: Upon which account it cannot be 


thought unſeaſonable, upon all occaſions, to 
mind dung perſons of their fin and duty, 
| their Tnares and dangers, their latter end, and 


final judgment. 


What at this time directed my thoughts to 
| Neb a ſubject, is not unknown to divers pre- 


i The death-bed repentance of a young 


man lately deceaſed, who for ſome time pa 


attended this lecture: I hope, at length, with 


ſome ſeriouſneſs and profit; though at firſt he 


came only with a delign to carp and ſcoff, as 


with great remorſe he told me in His laſt 


ſic kneſs. 


And therefore, if there * any now come 
hither upon the fame errand, and with the 
| ſame thoughts, I pray God command their atten- 


tion (for otherwiſe it would be vain for me to 


beg it) 3 and accompany his own word with a 
powerful efficacy, to convince their judg- 
ments, and perſwade their wills, and awaken 
their ſouls : that they may go away with other 
apprehenſions and reſolutions than they came, 
as this deceaſed penitent once did; 5 | W hole repen- 
tance and funeral may lead us to 


conſider this 
affectionate apoſtrophe of the wiſe man in the 
text, Rejoice, O young man in thy youth ; and 
let thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 
youth 3, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
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in the fight of thine eyes: but ᷑neto thou, that 
fer all theſe things God will bring thee into 


judgment. 
For the co 


herence of theſe words with the 


preceeding verſes, we need only obſerve, that 
Solomon in the former chapters, having given 
many excellent rules for the quieting of our 
minds, and the comfort of our lives, under 
all that vanity, which he pronounc'd upon 
this world, he comes in this chapter to exhort 


us to prepare for another. 


For when all is 


done that can poflibly be effected, in order to 
a contented and a happy life; yet he tells us, 
that our 1i½ it ſelf is vain and tranſient, our 
death inevitable, and that the days of darine/s 
will be many, \verſ. 8. And then confutes that 
unreaſonable inference, which the young Epi- 
cure is too prone to make, from ſuch premiſes; 
deriding his fooliſh pretence and plea, by an 
Irony : and yet endeavouring to awaken his 
conſcience, by declaring the certainty of an 
after reckoning, and by a ſolemn citation of 
him before God's tribunal. For to this pur- 
poſe, we may ſuppoſe the young Senſualiſi to 
retort the argument, Are all things vain * 
« Is life uncertain, and death and darkne!s 


«CC 


near? Let me then enjoy the light as long 
as I can ; let me indulge my appetite, and 
pleaſe my ſenſes, and gratify my luſts, and 
make the beſt improvement of this vain, 
© this ſhort, uncertain life. Have I but a 
little time in which to enjoy this world!? 
Let me not make it ſhorter, by a ſtoical 
releryednels ; let me. not. loſe this, 

| . „ ne- 
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« ] never have another; but eat and drink, 


« for to morroto I may bis. ” 


To which ſuppoſed objection, the wiſe man 
anſwers, in the words I have read, r-oyce, 
O young man in thy youth, and let thy heart 


| chear thee in the days of thy youth; J. d. Let 
ce it do thee good, and bring thee j Joy 3 be as 
% merry as thou canſt, and take all the ſatis- 


« faction thy luſt can procure; if it be 
« thought beſt, and moſt adviſable to do ſo. 
Walz in the eas of thy heart, and in the. 
fight of thine eyes; g. d. Being reſolved . 


upon a ſhort life and a merry one, baulk no- 


e thing which thy luſt doth dictate; deny 


thy ſelf nothing thy fooliſh heart can wiſh, . 
| © or thy ſenſual appetite may crave. | But 


© know for certain, a day of reckoning is at 


© hand, when God will call thee to an ac- 
count for thy ſenſual luſt and youthful fol- 


&« lies. However not thou mayſt ſtifle the 


| © convictions of thy conſcience, by repeated 
| © debauches, and lewd company; however 


ce now thou may' ſt make a ſhift to drown the 


| * ſentiments of a reaſonable ſoul, by the noiſe 
of riot; or bring the pleaſures of the fleſh, 
to baniſh the preſaging fears of thy immortal 


e ſpirit : however now thou mayſt flatter, or 
„ delude thy felf, by the principles of a Sad- 
& ducee, or pleaſe thy ſenſes by the practice 
6 of an Epicure * yet for all theſe things God 


will bring thee to judgment; g. d. Whe- 
* ther thou wilt or no, a ſcrutiny. ſnall be 
made into thy paſt actions, and an account 


* muft be given of thine ill-ſpent life: and 


é for all the vanities of thy youth, and the 
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« ſenſual pleaſures that now entice thee ;”* / 
God, (a terrible and a righteous God) ww! 


bring thee to his judgment ſeat, 
And it follows V. 20. Therefore remove 
forrow from thy heart, (by avoiding fin, which 
is the cauſe of ſorrow) and put away evil from 


thy fleſh, for childhood and youth art vanity. 


From the words may be collected theſe three 
general heads of diſcourſe, as comprehenſive 
of the ſum of the text. 5 | 

I. In that Solomon makes uſe of an Von), 
and ſo in mockery and deriſion bids the young 


man rejcyce, we may take notice, that ſinful 
mirth and ſenſual pleaſure, is no real and ſub— 


flantial joy, fit for a wiſe man to chuſe, It 
hath but the appearance and name of joy; for 


what is truly ſo, is no where to be had, with- 
out the fear of God, ang the faithful keeping 


of his commanaments, 


II. In that he directs his diſcourſe to the 
young man in particular, we have a plain in- 
timation; that young perſons, of all others, are 
moſt apt to lay afide the fear of God, and for- 
get their creator, through the temptations of 
ſenſual pleaſures, and youthful luis. — 
III. Becauſe he tells the young man, that e- 
ven he muſt come to judgment, as an argument 
moſt proper to damp his carnal Mirth and Jol- 


Jun and put a Check to his purſuit of youthful 


Luſts; we may hence obſerve, in what reſpects 
the conſideration of a future judgment hath any 
force of argument, to perſuade young perſons 
to flop in their courſe of fin, and to remem- 
ber ther creator in the day of their youth. 

| 1 8 2 alt 


2 
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As to the firſt, I ſhall divide it into two 


branches, and ſo conſider, I. That the carnal 


mirth of ſinners hath but the appearance ond 


name of joy; being expreſs'd by an irony ? 


while on the contrary, they meet with trou- 


ble and ſorrow, and n in pur- 


ſuit of their luſts. 
2 That the life of a ſericus oheiflinn in 


the fear of God, and the keeping his com- 


mandments, is the only chearful and merry life. 


1{t,. That /anful mirth and ſenſual pleaſure 


hath but the appearance and name of joy, Dowet» 


leſs the thought of joy carrieth argument with 
it to allure, as that of ſorrow to diſſuade ; on 
which account, we are commonly averſe to 
ſerious practical religion, in our younger years, 
as ſuppoling it would interfere with all the 
pleaſures of human life, and doom us to a 


| perpetual mourning, melancholy itate ; where- 


as the irony in the text may let us know; that 


— 


while we walk in the way of our own hearts, 


and in the fight of our eyes, we deceive our 
ſelves with the /adow of Joy, and the name 
of mirth. 
*Tis true, he b:ds the young man here re- 
joyce, and let his heart chear him, but it ma 


be underſtood as if ſpoken in perfect /corn and 


deriſion: as knowing well that all his mirth 


and chearfulne/s muſt be falje and ſpurious, 
vain and cauleleſs, leſs in quantity, and worſe 


in quality, than the rejoycing of an upright 


chriſtian, \, For as to ſenſual mirth, ſo grate- 


ful and charming to the venerality of youth, 
either it depends upon their company, which 


ſometimes begets quarels, and wounds without 
| de pr Ie C auſe 4 
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and employ their moſt ſolicitous and concern- 


ed 
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cauſe; * or proves not ſuitable to their hu- 
mour; or elſe ariſeth from a particular temper 
of b:dy, heighten'd by meats and drinks, and 
more than ordinary diet (and fo hath more 
of the heat than of the man); and by conſe- 


uence, muſt needs be of a ſhort continuince, - 


or elſe is the ſole effect of youth, and fo will un- 
doubtedly decay, as they advance in age. Ho 

ever, it is in it ſelf contemptible and 5 as 
feigned and not ſincere, as appearing and not 


real, as vain and without a foundation, as it ra- 
| tinnal and without a cauſe ;jand not contemp- 
tible only in 27 /e, but likewiſe in relation to 
the /ubjef, the inferior part of man: land 
much more 1n reference to the object? of their 


| carnal mirth, when *tis not only ſenſual, but 


orbidden too; and as tru! y ſo in regard of 
the duration allo, ſince it is eaſily diſturb " 


and quickly gone. 
How can it be imagin'd that a courſe of 


fin can give a man any ſolid mirth !; When 
the men themſelves are at ſuch a vaſt expence 


of care, and pains, and trouble, of unavoid- 
able fear, and ſhame, and anxious thoughts, 


either to contrive, or to accompliſh, or to 


"conceal their wicked purpoſes and practices: 
ſo that I need not aſk that queſtion, con- 


cerning the joy of the epicure, which Fob þ 
doth of the hope of the hypocrite, what is it 
when God ſhall take away his ſoul © But in 


the mean time, what is it now? What mirth 
and joy have they for the preſent Who muſt 


rack their brains, and ftre:ch their fancies, 


* Prov. xxili. 29. Þ Job xxvii. 8. 
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ed thoughts, how to make proviſion for their 
 lufts t; and then muſt baffle their reaſon, and 
debauch their conſciences, actually to enjoy 
them? For oftentimes a troubleſome conſcience 
lays ſo many rubs in their way, which they 
know not how to remove; ſtarts ſo many ob- 
jections, which they cannot anſwer ; makes 
ſo many doubts and ſcruples, which they 
know not how to reſolve and overcome ; that 
if they will venture upon the fin, it mutt be 
even in deſpite of themſelves. * 

Sometimes the very contrivance of their Cre 
gives them ſufficient uneaſineſs and trouble to 
_ ſpoil their mirth ; ſuch previous thoughtful- 
_ neſs being neceſſary to frame the model, to 


fix the time, to deſign the manner, and to r- 


der the circumſtances of ſome impieties; and 
ſometimes the wickedneſs it fe if 1 is its OWN 
_ puniſhment. „ 


Look upon the young finner ſwelling in 


pride, or burning in luſt, or drowning 1 in ſen- 


ſuality ; conſider him rack'd with impatient 


defires, and burthen'd with unavoidable fears, 
leſt his attempt be unſucceſsful, or leſt he be 


diſappointed in the ſecreſy of the enjoyment, 
and his ſhame and folly publiſh'd to the world: 


and yet this is the merry life of the he ſenſu 


al epicure, 

Beſides, when by a cuſtom and continuance 
in fin, the devil is in full poſſeſſion, and Juſt 
upon the throne; what tyranny doth it exer- 


ciſe? And what a blind obedience muſt the 
ſinner yield? How often are you forced to 


declare, that you approve of that, which your 
mind 


n Rom, xiii. 14, 
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mind condemns? How often you ſubſcribe to 


that as true, which you know to be falſe ? 


And fo run headlong againit the light of na- 
ture, and the checks of conſcience, and ſur— 


- render ſoul and body and all, to the will of 


\ ſatan, and the command of an nere, do- 
'mineering 4%? 

Now, what mirth, or joy can conſiſt with 
ſuch a ſervitude ? Yea, while you weary.your = 


ations do you meet with, from the diſappoint- 


you looked for joy, an offenſive ſtench in- 
ſtead of a perfume, and a noiſome weed in 
the room of a flower? Still ſomething more, 

and further, is thought neceſſary to your con- 
tentment and ſatisfaction and joy, than what 
you poſſeſs already: jc either the preſence of 
ſomewhat which you cannot obtain; or the 
abſence of ſomewhat which you cannot get rid 
off; or the continuance of ſomewhat which 


is not in your power to keep; or ſuch a 


charge and variety as you cannot accompliſh : 


1 life? 

Moreover, let a man but aſk you on the 
morrow, what is become of the pleaſure of /a/? 
fright s debaruch? When there remains nothing 


but a ſting in the conſcience: where then, 1 


pray, is your mirth and joy? For when once 
the beat of your wine and luſt is over, and 
you dare take the I] iberty of ſober thoughts, a 
guilty conſcience will then tell you Jeur own, 


and you {ball hardly be able to Top its mouth. 


And 


ſer. ix. 4 


elves to commit iniquity *, What frequent vex- 


ment of your hopes; finding ſorrow, where 


and muſt this be concluded the only ty and 
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And though in part you may have waſhed a- 
way the ſenſe of former drunkenneſ7 by more 

/ vine, or think to drawn the voice of your 
| boſom enemy, (the accuſer within, ) by run- 
ning into jovial company, and an exceſs of ri- 
ot; yet ſome ſmart affliction, or ſome ſharp re- 
proof, or ſome ſerious ſermon, may ſet your {ins 
in order again, and make your wounds to 
bleed afreſh: and then conſcience (notwith= | |} 
ſtanding your .endeavours to {top its mouth, 7 
and ſmother its accuſations) will not fail to kl 

\ laſh the drunkard, and ſtone the adulterer, 

and make the lips of an harlet bite like a cock- | 
airice, You ſhall hear its voice, and underſtand * 
its errand, and feel a mortal qualm upon your 


ſpirits, from ſuch convictions as you cannot ea- 3 
lily ſtifle. | Ib 
But if this be not the caſe of all, becwale itt 
fame are given up to a reprobate ſenſe; zi Jet I 
how often on a ſicꝶ- bed doth the agitation of 9 4 


their own diſturbed thoughts, ſet all in a fame 1 
within; when the remembrance of their drunk- ith 
en exceſſes gives them vinegar and gall to drink, . 

and makes them once more ſick; from that 
terrible thought, that for ought they know, Th 
the next draught may be of the cup of Gods 
eternal wrath, in the lake of hell. When By 
the remembrance of their /u/{ful hearts gives HY 
them the ſad proſper? and preludium of un- [+ þ 
quenchable fire, into which they are ſinking. Git. 


When the 2cchs of their oaths and biaſphemies | yl [ 
(which ſtuck through the name of God) 4 
ſhall prerce their fouls with an intolerable Ki 

. remorſe; when a ſad reflection'on their paſt pro- ve þ 


 phaneneſs, in ſcoffing at what is ſerious and 
C25 
holy, in ridiculing religion, and making a 


mock 
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mock of fin, ſhall 7 
trembling, from the unavoidable fears of a judg- 
ment to come, Now if this be the ordinary 
ſtate of their caſe, as moſt certain it is, well 
might the w/e man expoſe their mirth to ſcorn, 
and by an irony give them leave to rejoice. 


2. That tbe joy of a righteous, holy perſon, 


rs the only true and proper joy and the life of 


an upright chriſtian, the only chearful and 


merry life, | 
Whereas ſome have inferred, that becauſe 


there is a woe pronounced in ſcripture to thoſe 
that laugh, and a bleſſedneſs to thoſe that mourn 
and weep * that it is therefore neceſſary, if 
we will be ſerious chriſtians, that we muſt be 
ſad and unſociable, melancholy and dejected, 


and lead a life of continual complaints and 


ſorrows. They might as well conclude a ne- 
ceſſity of turning monks or beggars, becauſe 


the ſcripture ſaith, that it is eafter for a camel 


to paſs through the eye of a needle, than for a _ 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven T. 


For as to that part of a chriſtian's life, which 
conſiſts in the contemplation of ſpiritual things, 
the infinite excellency of the objects muſt render 


it pleaſant, And as to that, which conſiſts in 
practice, it muſt needs be more ſo; from the 
encouraging teſtimony of a good conſcience, 


and the joy of the Holy Ghoſt ;; unſpeakabl y 


more delightful and ſatisfactory, than the molt 


raviſhing pleaſures the epicure can boaſt of. 


The belt of h:s being ſhort and tranſient, and 
mixed with ſome unealineſs and trouble. But 
the delights of an holy ſoul, are pure and ſub- 


ſtantial, durable and laſting, riſing higher and 
| 37s encreaſing 


put them into @ fit of 


. wot vi. "TR Mat. V. 4+ T Mat. xvi. 24. 
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encreaſing more, by the very enjoyment not 


eaſily interrupted by a change of outward cir- 
cumltances and conditions in the world, nor 


broken on a ſudden by little accidents that be- 


fall us unawares ; | which is not to be denied 
in reference to ſenſual joy. 

$irs, who is it, that either is, or can be 
joyful ? That actually is ſo, or hath reaſon to 
be fo, if not the upright bedient chriſtian ? 
Is not the continual. preſence of God the 
Father, Son and Holy Gheſt; and the conſtant 
miniſtry and attendance of his bleſſed angels 


a ground of joy? He may then rejoice, Is 


not peace with God, and peace with conſci- 


ence, and peace with the whole creation; Is 
not redemption from the bondage of ſin, from 


from the ſting of 


the flavery of the devil, 
death, and the curſe of the law, and God's 
8 75 wrath, enough to make him chearful © 
He may then repoyce, 


If the favour of God and the acceptance of 


their perſons, and ſervices with him, be ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to diſſuade from ſadneſs; they 
may then eat rheir bread with joy, and drink 
ther wine with a merry heart, for God accep- 
teth bath them and their work *, \ 

If freedom of acceſs to the thr one of grace; 
if a promiſe of being granted in whatſoever 
they aſk ; if the higheſt aſſurance from a God, 
that cannot lie, that ail things ſhall work for 
good; if to dweil in his houſe, and fit at his 


table, and be related to him as to a father; if 
to hear his word, and {ing his praiſe, and 


receive the communications of his grace, the 


pledges a 


* Ecclgſ. ix. 6. 
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pledges of his covenant love, and the comfor- 
table foretaſtes of everlaſting ey, be enough 
to make them chearful; they, and they only 
have a right to beſo: and that in every condi- 
tion. Are they reproached and flandered? 
They may yet be chearſul, becauſe God wil! 
bring forth their righteouſneſs as the light, and 
clear their integrity as the noon day . Are 
they afflicted by poverty, or ſickneſs, or diſ- 
appointment in their deſigns and hopes? They 
may yet be chearful, and thank God for all 
the advantanges and benefit of his wiſe diſpen- 
fations of providence, | Are they tempted by 
the devil? They may yet be chearful ;\ becauje 
Gad will ſhortly tread Satan under their feet, and 


not permit them to be tempted above what they are 


able, Do they ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake * 
They may yet be chearful ; yea, I reoice and be 
exceeding glad, and count it all joy to receive 
| ſuch an honour, \ For there are promiſes, par- 

ticularly referring to ſuch a ſtate, ſufficient to 
_ Encourage them; yea, to make them rejoice. 

X* they ſometimes mourn with a godly ſorrow * 
"Yet may they ſtill rejoice; ſince to conſider 
| the end, and effect of that ſorrow, will give 

it a mixture of joy: and even their penitential 

tears do but clear their eyes to look up to hea- 
ven, with delight and comfort, and enable 
them the better to read a pardon, —— 

And here it were eaſy to ſhew, how their 
faith, and hope, and love, their humility, meek- 
"neſs, and patience ; their contentedneſs with 
God's allotment, their reſignation to his will, 
their ſatis/afion in his choice, their well-plea- 
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ſednefs with his order, their preparedneſs for 
every condition, their diligence in their cal- 
lings, their moderation in the uſe of lawful 
things, and their innocency and harmleſneſs 
in their carriage and behaviour towards others, 
do all contribute to a chearful and a joyful life, — 
Therefore, well might the Pſalmiſt tell us, 
pat the righteous ſhall be glad in the Lord, 
and all the upright in heart ſhall glory. And 
| well might our Lord adviſe his diſciples, not [ 
d be lifted up with the gift of miracles, but | 
LY Þ+ rejorce rather that their names were written . 
in heaven. | And wel} might the apoſtle com- 4 
mand chriſtians to rejoice, (not by an Vrony, 44 
as Solomon here ſpeaks to the young man, but) | 
Jin the moſt real and proper ſenſe, F rejorce in 
the Lord always; yea, and again, 1 Jay rejoice, ©” 


Thus much for the firit general. Wi 
c II. Let us conſider, in that 8 directs Mz 
e his diſcourſe to the young man in particular, — 0 
ve have thence a plain intimation, that f all_ ij 
of others young perſons are moſt apt to neglect the 


fear of God, and be unmindful of their maker, v4.5 
"© through the temptation of ſenſual pleaſures, and 1 
r gouthful luis. Ti» 
e T hough God demand his right as ſoon as Th. 
6 8 we are capable of underſtanding it; and to . 
-ſerve the Lord from our youth is but juſt and 14 
je reaſonable, conſidering that ſo great a part of Fi 

our life is already cut off by our infancy and 
it childhood; though the longer we delay, the 
- greater difficulty ſhall, we meet with, when- 
th ever we ſet about it; though our whole life. 
„ at longeſt (as foon as we are capable, and as 
a- 12 „ 


C2 Pſal. lar. 10. 1. Luke x. 20. 9. Phil. iv. 4. 
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long as we live) ſhould be devoted to God, 

and it is all little enough, if we conſider j its 
relation to our eternal fate though the foo- 
ner we begin, the more welcome we ſhall be, 
and the more acceptable our obedience ; yea, 
though an early þ:ety be the only hopeful me- 
thod, to prevent the hazard of a ſudden death, 
and the uncomfortable refletions of old age, 

and the intolerable pangs of a death-bed re- 


{ morſe ; yet ſuch is the power of original iin - 


in young perſons ; ſuch and ſo many, ate the 
' ſnares of youth, and thoſe ſo agreeable to their 
vicious inclinations ; ſuch the force of preju- 
dice; ſuch the artifices of the devil; and ſo 
| prevalent the perfuaſions of evil company * we 
are uſually ſo proud, ignorant, and unexpe- 
rienced ; To Traih, haſty, and unadviſed, and 
ſo eafily infected with ſadduciſm, and the prin— 
ciples of infidelity, ſo loth to aſſent to any 
ſuch premiſes, whoſe concluſion will infer the 
neceſſity of changing our preſent courſe ; that 
ſuch, of all others, do moſt need a ſerious 
admonition to remember their latter end, and 
final judgment, leſt through the temptations 
of ſenſual mirth and pleaſure, put the evil 
day far from them 

For (alas!) how ſeldom do we conſider in 
youth, what weare! And why we were made ! 
Or what is our buſineſs in the world! And 
what will be the end of our preſent courle | 
Whereas one thought of God and our laſt 
judgment ſhould be enough to drown all other 
3 as the noiſe of a cannon Loth that 
of a whiſper, 
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Senſe is fo prevalent, and reaſon fo weak, — 


we are ſo much inclined to the one, and 10 
unwilling to be led by the other; that toys and 
trifles, ſpqyts and recreations, a nd the vanities 
of fools and children poſſeſs our hearts, and 
employ our time: neither looking behind us, 
to what we have either done, or been; nor 


before us, whither we are going; and what in 


all likelihood will be the period of our pre— 


ſent mirth, and Say ſad Cataſtrophe of your 


Das luſts. | 
Young 7 will hardly be convinced, 


but that mw is their ſeaſon to be briſk, and 
jovial; having time (as they count) to com- 
mand, and the world before them: they will 
not be perſuaded, but that it is time enough 
to think of death, when they are arreſted by 


ſickneſs, or withered by old age. Let them be 
concerned about another world, who are lea- 


ving this,. Their blood now is warm, and 


their ſpirits are nimble, their ſenſes are quick, 


and their paſſions ſtrong ; they will walk in the 
' way of their own hearts, and in the ſight of 


their eyes; and ordinarily ſplit upon that rock 
of evil company, where ſo many thouſand veſſels 
at their fir/t launching out have been daſhed in 


pieces. Beſides, their age is moſt inviting to the 
devil, to bend his chiefeſt forces againſt them, 
1 rather than againſt children, or aged perſons ; — 


the former not being capable of making a 
choice, and the latter being fixed and reſol- 
ved in their way: his principal endeavours 
therefore are levelled againſt youth ; to draw 
off their hearts from God and holy things, 
and to divert their thoughts from the conſi- 
18 deration 
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deration of death and judgment, which would 
otherwiſe reſtrain and check them, in purſuit 
of their Juſts : and this brings me to the third 
general, to conſider. 
III. That for all theſe things Gad wiil bring 
ws to judgment ; and therein what arguments 
the thoughts of a future judgment may ratio- 
_ nally ſuggeſt, to damp the carnal mirth of young 
per ſons, and ever perſuade them to remember 
their creator in the days of their youth. 
There are many might be drawn from this 
paſſage, as that there is a judgment to come 
that young perſons ſhall be brought to judg- 
/ment ; that God will bring them to judg- 
ment; the God who made them, whom they 
forgot and neglected ; who neither wants 495% 
er or will to make good his word: that 
all theſe things, for all the ways of youthful 
luſt and folly, thou ſhalt be brought to juds- 
ment. Primarily for our affections and thoughts, 
for the ways of our heart, and for the works 
of our hands, and the words of our mouth, 
as proceeding from them.] And that this is 
ſo unqueſtionably certain, that all might know 
it; and of ſo much conſequence, that even 
in youth it ſhould be known and conſidered. 
To enforce this argument, I might here 
mind you of the miſchief you will do to o- 
/ thers by an il! example ; and of the aggrava- 
tion of your fin by employing the /t of your 
time in the devil z| which muſt needs make 
judgment more terrible, in that your | final 
doom, and the conſequences of it, n be the 
more ſevere. N 


1 3 


to prepare for Judgment. 315 


I might tell you, that the ſooner you re- 
pent, the more hopeful is your caſe in refe- 


- rence to a pardon : 1 might largely deſcribe 


the happy influence of an ear) prety, with 
reſpect to the future part of your lives; to 
direct your chance, and govern our actions, 
and prevent a great deal of {in and ſhame, ſor- 


Tow and repentance : I might mention the 


comfortabie reflections in old age upon a well- 
ſpent life z your capacity of greater ſervice to 
God now, and the aſſurance of a weightier 


crown of glory hereafter, with all the other 
conſiderable benefits, that have reſpect either 


to a ſafe and happy lite, a comfortable old age, 
and a peaceable death, or a joyful reſurrection, 


and a bleſſed eternity: all which will come 
under the argument in the text; and what I 
ſhall ſay of it, may be comprized under the 


following particulars. 
1. Let young perſons conſider, that not- 


' withſtanding their preſent mirth and jollity, 
yet the judgment of God is infallibly certain. 
It is an unqueſtionable, undoubted truth, that 


Fer all theſe things, God will bring thee to 


judgment. 
2. Conſider that this judgment is near at 


hand, and will ſhortly take place. 


3. Conſider your ſummons may be ſudden, 


before you are aware. om 


4. Conſider that youth and health is the tieſt 


time to prepare for this judgment of Gd. 
5. That if through the temptations of car- 


nal mirth and youthful luſts, you neglect your 
preparation, it is more than probable, %%% 


your paſſuge by death to this judgment of Gad, 


will be very uncomfortable and full of horror. — 


6, That 
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6. That this judgment itſelf, and its im- 
mediate conſequences, will be intolerably dread- 
Ful to unprepared Ji INNers, whether young or 
old, 

1. Conſider, that notwithſtanding your pre- 


ſent mirth and jollity, yet his final judgment 


is infallibly certain. Knowing the terror of the 
Lord, ſaid the apoſtle, and Here #now that for 
theſe things God will bring to judgment. 
What is here affirmed concerning per/ons, is 
aſſerted likewiſe concerning things in the next 
Chapter, That Gad will bring every work in- 
10 judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil * methinks 
I need not tell you, that the doctrine of this 


judgment is declared in ſcripture with the 
greateſt plainneſs, confirmed by the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, and preſſed upon the conſcience witn 
the moſt enforcing arguments; or that moſt 


of the objections on the behalf of the Saddu- 


cee, and the fenſual epicure, are fo very weak 


and trifling, that if their luſts were not ſtron- 


er than their argument, they themſelves 


would be aſhamed to offer them. 


For whoſoever diſbelieves a future judg- 


ment, muſt either conclude that the Almigbty 
ad cannot, or that the righteous God will not 
call us to an account for what we have receiv- 
ed and done: though his abſolute omnipotence 


doth aſſure us, that he can, and his invariable 


truth (having declared his purpoſe) that un- 
doubtedly he will, 
And can we think, 


* Ecclef, xi. 14. 
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ture gives us; that all thoſe plain aſſertions 


concerning the judge himſelf, and the per- 
ſons to be judged, and the conſequence of the 


judgment, and the certainty of it; that they 


are only terms of art to affright the world, 
and not real, certain truths, which will take 


effect according to their nato meaning ? 


—— 


Can we ſuppoſe, that the whole account is 
perfect fletion and mere romance © Contrived 
on outpoſe to keep the world in due decorum, 
and ſo to prevent ſome bad effects, only in refe- 


rence to the preſent ſtate of things, which 


would probably follow, if this belief did not 
obtain? Whereas is it not neceffary, that 


there ſhould be a judgment-day, for the con- 
viction and condemnation of great ſinners, 
that ſcorn the legiſlative authority of God, 


and trample on his goverment, and are ibove 
the check and controul of human laws? Is it 


not neceſſary to manifeſt the righteouſneſs of 
God, as ruler of the world, in rendring to 
every man according to his works, and to 


uphold the honour of his wiſe government, 
| whereof judgment is as neceſſary and eflential 
' a part as legiſlation? (The latter without the 


former being little elſe than ſhew and mock- 


ery :) Is it not neceſſary, for the vindication 


——— 


of religion from that contempt and ſcorn that 


is poured upon it ?fIs it not neceſſary, to un- 


riddle the myſteries of divine providence ? -— 
And diſcloſe the ſecret wickedneſs of hypo- 
crites? And put a difference between thoſe 
that ſerve him, and thoſe that refuſe to do ſo? 


Neceſſary moreover to rectify the miſtakes, 
and falſe opinions, that are abroad in the 
| world, 
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world, concerning God, and Chriſt, and ho- 
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| final judgment. 


jy prey to his devices? 


lineſs, and fin? And to put an end to con— 


troverſies, and determine the differences con- 


cerning what is truth and what is error? 
Theſe and ſuch like things conſidered, (beſides 
the authority of divine writ,) do morally aſſure 


us, that there will be an after reckoning, and 
And ſhall not one ſerious 


thought of the certainty thereof, give a check 
to your carnal mirth ? And caſt a damp upon 


your ſenſual joy? And abate your heat, and 


vigour in a courſe of fin ? For did we but be- 


lie ve, that for all theſe things God will bring us 


to judgment, could we ſo readily entertain the 


temptations of the devil, 7m fall ſuch an ea- 
How could ſo many 


unhappy yourhs invade their own damnation, 


| and ſnatch it as it were out of the hands of 


Juſtice ? Thruſt away their preſent and future 
bappineſs? And fly into the devil's arms, in 
the purſuit of their youthful luſts; U though 


they have been told ſo plainly, and warned 


ſo frequently of a future judgment? How 
could theſe things be, if they did but believe 


_ the certainty of this final judgment? And 


how dreadful will be their caſe, who are not 
awakened till they find it to be ſo? Who will 
not acknowledge this judgment of God, till 


they know the dreadfulneſs and terror of it, 
by being brought to their trial? Who will not 


believe, that God will ever call them to an 


account, till a final impenitence, joined with 


their infidelity, bring them under his con- 


demning ſentence. . 
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2. Conſider, that this judgment is at hand, 
and will ſhortly take place, As death will con- 
ſign us over to God's tribunal ; fo childhood 
and youth, manhood and old age are but ſe- 
veral ſtages, that haſten us to death, Vet 
little while, and we muſt go the way of all liv- 
inge how concerned and thoughtful ſoever now 
we are about this world, we muſt ſhortly 
bid adieu, and take our leave, / Even the man if 
of buſineſs muſt find a time to die, and give N 
an account of his ſtewardſhip; though he 
allow himſelf little or none, to prepare for ! 
death and judgment. Our youth and ftrength s 
is quickly gone; we ſcon decline and languiſh 44 
into duſt; as ſoon as we begin to live, we are 
haſtening to the end of our life. As a candle, 1 
as ſoon as it begins to burn, or an hour glaſs 9 
as ſoon as it is turned, doth haſten to its end: To Ih 
_ (ourlife withering like a * Flower, and pal- 3 
{ing like a watch in the night.) We muſt die 
ſhortly, and much ſooner than they who lived 
in the firſt ages of the world, As death is the 
certain conſequence of od age, fo thoſe evil 
days (as the wiſe man calls them) do ſtill draw 
near, and will quickly overtake us, whether 
we eat, or drink, or ſleep; whether we be 1 
ſad or merry; whether we talk or are filent; — | 
whether we work or are idle; whether we | 
are ſtudious or careleſs; whether we prepare | 
for death and judgment, or whether we deſ- 1 
piſe and avoid ſuch thoughts: and yet how do 
the moſt ſpend their youthful days in vanity ij 
and lin? With a careleſs neglect of God and 
their ſalvation, in gluttony and drunkenneſs, in 1 
: | | chambering il 
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chanibering and wantonneſs, not putting on the 
Lord Feſus, nor walking in bis ſpirit ; but 


making proviſions for the 2 to fulfil the luſts 
thereof, T As if this day of the Lord were a 


great way off, at a mighty diſtance ; whereas 


our Judge is at the door, and the end of all 


things doth approach, and it cannot be long 


ere all the world muſt receive their doom, — 

A believing thought of this would certainly 
imbitter the pleaſures of fin, would quench 
our fond deſires, and check our, fooliſh hopes, 
and ſpoil the reliſh of our carnal joy; would 
blaſt the beauty, and darken the luſtre of 
worldly greatnels ; would ſadden the delights, 


and weaken the temptations of flethly plea- 
ſures. For what ſatisfaction can that man take 


in jovial company, in the paſtimes of chil- 
dren, and the laughter of fools, who is verily 


perſuaded, that ere long he mult appear to 


judgment? How can he be enamoured of this 


- outward grandeur ; who believes and Knows, 


that ſhortly & the earth itſelf ſhall be burnt up, 


—  —— 


i earth, and after ſerious deliberation be fond of 


the trumpet of the Arch-angels found, and 
our glorious judge ſummon all mankind betore 
his bar, by that thundring voice, ariſe ye dead 
and come to judgment ? Ang can we grant this 
day of the Lord, to be not only certain, but 


near at hand, and not think it time to prepare 


for our ſolemn appearance? Shall we contra- 
dict our principles, and live in a repugnancy 
to our avowed creed, under the Pam cenſure 


of notorious bytecrif or folly ? The fir/t, 


from 
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from our profeſſion, if we do not believe it; 


the ſecond, from the unſuitableneſs of our prac- 


tice, in caſe we do. 


Conſider that your ſummons to this Judg= 
ment of God may be fudden and unexpected, and o- 
wvertake you unawares, | When God will require 
your fouls to appear before his tribunal, how 
ſoon, or ſuddenly he will do it, you cannot 
ſay. The time and place of our death, 
kindneſs and wiſdom, are concealed from us, 
that we may every where ſtand upon our guard, 
and every moment expect our call to judgment. 
| Becauſe we know not whether God by ſick- 


neſs will advertiſe us of our approaching end, 


or his ſtroke be ſudden by an unexpected ca- 
ſualty. And therefore Moſes ſpeaking to the 
Jetos f, as to one man, faith of God, He is 
thy life, and the length of thy days; 4. F] The 
ſhortning or prolonging of thy days is in the 
Hence ſome are taken the firſt 
hour, and ſome at the third, and fome at the 
ſixth, and ſome at the ninth, and others let 
alone till the eleventh ; but that j is a great un- 


| 'hand of God... 


certainty : for we may be ſurpriſed. | 


Innu- 


merable accidents attend us every where, that 
may blot our names out of the 6 of life, 


and ſuddenly confine us to the chambers of 


death. It may be, is day we are jovial, and 
in health among our friends, and wordly at- 
fairs; and to morrow arreſted with a ſummons 


to judgment, 


In the morning in chaſe of 


earthly honour, riches, or delights ; and in 


the evening laid out for our funeral, by va- 
3 225 rious 
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lit / rious accidents not now foreſeen by us, or by conſide 
. any of our Friends. couras 
i We my be cut off, while we preſume on Beli. 
4% hereafter, while we relolve to repent, in the to find 
1: midſt of our holy purpoſes, before they are I their ti 
1 performed: for though we read in ſcripture of | ji to 

{8} ; 

„ the ſinner of an hundred years old, that he diſcour 
5 ſhall be accurſed; yet we have no example of the me 
it in a thouſand, that lives to that age, This nough 
Ii young perjon, whoſe funeral occationed my diſ- can we 
4 courſe, not many days ſince, was as ftrong a man's 
# and healchful, and as likely to live as any of « ] 
1 us; and it is a very great queſtion, whether e and 
i] you and J may have ſo much time and ſpace to Þ « and 
\ repent upon a fick-bed, as he had; who en- „ and 
i joyed his ſenſes, and the uſe of his reaſon to e all x 
| the very laſt, This day therefore cannot be | « vote 
5 too ſoon to prepare, becauſe 70 morrow may be I « by 1 
| too late: every unprepared tinner being ex- the 
ii poſed to as many hazards of everlaſting deſ- Þ the 
1 truction, as there may be accidents to ſurprize J whie 
him wich a ſudden death. © the 
i - 4 Conſider, that youth and health is the „ haſt, 
it fitte/t time to prepare for this final judgment. i to tl 
Ax As to the former, if we but reflect on the e x61 
þ manifold infirmities of old age; that weak-iſÞ « a, 
neſs of body, and that decay of parts which Þ « orgy 
doth uſually accompany that ſtate ; the hard- « thee 
ning of their hearts by a cuſtom and continu- ] 20 Ji 
| ance in fin ; the loſs of memory and quick « 1 h; 
_ apprehenſion ; the want of thoſe vigorous What 
aftections, and flexible inclinations, which like to 
. they had in youth, (which makes it more dif- ſovereit 
ficult to convince and perſuade them ;) ſuch exigenc 
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conſiderations as theſe ſnould be enough to diſ- 
courage us from adventuring to delay, _ 

Beſides this, how can /uch perſons expect 
to find acceptance with GC in the dregs of 
their time, after the miſpending of an whole 
life to his diſhonour ? For though I would not 
diſcourage their utmoſt endeavours, and thro” 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, there is hope e- 
nough to prevent a total deſpair ; yet what 
can we ſuppoſe ſhould be the ſubſtance of fuch 
a man's prayer, but to this effect? 

„ Lord ! I have waſted my days in ſin; 
“ and facrificed the flower of my age to ſport. 
« and folly, to the provocation of thy juſtice, 

« and the hazard of my ſalvation ; the % of 
« all my time, I muſt confeſs, hath been de- 
« voted to the will of ſatan, and devoured 


« by my luſts: but J here preſent thee with 


cc 


the lees and refuſe of my ſtrength and age; 
cc 


the little fragments, and poor remainder 
« which they have left : I beſeech thee, for 
be the ſake of Chriſt, to receive me now at 
“ laſt, though I did obſtinately deny obedience 
to thy earlier calls, and wilfully refuſed to 
return ſooner :j though now my ſtrength, 
eas well as my body, is bowed down to the 
grave, and | am hardly capable of doing 
<« thee any ſervice ; yet deny me not, O Lord, 
&« to live with thee in the other world, though 
„ have lived ſo long without thee in this, 2— 
What prevalency, do we imagine, is there 
like to be in ſo weak. an addreſs * Without a 
ſovereign extraordinary grace, to relieve the 
exigence of ſuch ſad and diſcouraging circum- 
ſtances, how little hope is there, when you 
„ 28 » cannot 
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cannot conſider upon any ſubje for a quarter 


of an hour, without manifold interruptions ? 

And then as to health ; that for certain is 
the molt proper time to prepare for judgment: 
let us but fuppoſe the young ſinner ſeized by a 
fit of ſickneſs, if the acuteneſs of the diſeaſe do 
not influence the brain and cauſe a delirium, 
yet is that a time to repent, and make your 
peace with God, and provide for your appea- 
rance before his judzment-ſeat ? | For ufually 
the underſtanding is then clouded, the fancy 
the paſſions diſordered, and 
the thoughts diſtracted. _—_— 


Conſider ſeriouſly, what is wont to be the 


hurry of a violent diſtemper ; ſuppoſe reſtleſ- 


neſs, through heat, or pain, or want of feep ; 


or ſuppoſe the phyſician ſhould miſtake thy caſe, 


or the devil uſe his ſubtilty and malice to de- 
cCeive or terrify thy guilty ſoul ; and then tell 
me, whether a /ic#-bed be a fit ſeaſon to pre- 


pare for judgment? May not thy thoughts 
have work enough to {ſtruggle with thy pains, 
or to ſettle thine eſtate, or regard thy mour- 
ning friends about thee? When thy pulſe is 


low, and thy breath ſhort, and thy ſpirits al- 


moſt gone, thy ſins many, and thy fears great, 


NN — — 


and thou haſt hardly ſufficient ſtrength to get rid 


of a clot of ſpittle; Is that a time to enter the 
liſts with principalities and powers, and all the 
rules of outer darkneſs? Beſides, it is the caſe 
of many, that the nearer they approach to 


death, the 1% apt they are to believe it: and 


ſo periſh | in their ſecurity, being totally un- 
concerned about a future Judgment, "4 
But 
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But ſuppoſing the free uſe of reaſon, and an 
awakened apprehenſion likewiſe of what refers 
to their immortal ſouls, and their eternal a- 
bode, I then add, _ 
5. That if, through the enticements of 
| youthful Juſts, you now neglect to prepare, it 
is very probable (and you may juſtly fear it) 
that your paſſage, by death, to this judgment 
of God will be very uncomfortable, and full of 
horror : whether repentance on the brink of 
the grave, after a wicked life, may be faving 
or no, is not the queſtion, Through an extra- 
ordinary act of grace, (whereof the penitent 
thief was an inſtance) it cannot be denied — 
poſſible : but when its ſincere and ſaving, who 
can tell any otherwiſe, than as in charity we 
muſt hope the beſt? For as to the perſons _ 
| themſelves, on a ſick and death-bed, how can 
they in an ordinary way be aſſured of their ſin- * 
cerity ? It is therefore probable, that their laſt 
ſickneſs will be very uncomfortable, though 
their repentance ſhould prove ſincere, and their 
ſouls be ſaved in the day of Chriſt.“ For ſup- 
poſe, when their ſins ſtare them in the face, 
and they did never till now bethink themſelves 
of the neceſſity of a pardon ; that ſatan 
ſhould now tell them, that their repentance _ 
comes too late, to meet with that mercy they 
ſo long abuſed.). Suppoſe he tell them, that it 
is all owing to their fears of death, and the 
apprehended dreadful conſequences of. dying. 
It he ſhould tell them, that the pleaſures of 
[fin are loſt, and ſo the bait to entice them 1 
gone; that every thing about them looks ſad a f 
x 
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dition, from health to ſickneſs and the gates 
of death, muſt needs alter their reſolutions 
and thoughts. W If he ſhould tell them, that 
the nearneſs of eternity cannot but make a per- 
ſon, who hath ſpace to conſider, more appre- 
henfive of another world, and concerned a- 
bout it, than at other times; and that if ſickneſs 
and death were at a greater diſtance, they 
would ſtill be the ſame that ever they were; 


which is too ſadly probable, from the many 


examples of thoſe, who have returned to their 


x 


* 


|, 
holy thoughts, and good reſolutions, in that 
ſick-bed, where at firſt they took them up. 
If the devil ſuggeſt ſuch a temptation as this to 


ormer ſins, as ſoon as they returned to their 
health; and left all their repentance, their 


the ſick penitent, who hath bitheria walked in 
the way of his own heart, and in the ſight of 
his eyes; What can he reply, or plead on his 
own behalf, to make proof of the ſincerity of 


bis repentance to himſelf or to thoſe about 


ſeriouſly, that God doth oftentimes in righ- 


him ? However, it may become us to conſider 


teous judgment open the eyes of great /inncrs 


on a death- bed; and fill their ſouls with an 


amazing horror from the fears, and foreſight 
of his approaching vengeance. ; When they 
cannot but apprehend, that their ſinning ſea- 
ſon is now expired, their mirth and jollity o- 


ver, their final judgment at hand, and their 
bodies and fouls within a few hours to part, 
and fo be divided between the grave and hell, 


You will then admit other thoughts of God, 
and his terrible judgment, than at preſent 1n 


your careleſs health; bitterly reflecting on 
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your 
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pour paſt follies, in the days of your youth, 
and freely condemning your former choice. 
The ſerious review of your ſenſual joys, (which 
are fled as a ſhadow, and vaniſhed like a cloud 


of ſmoak) ſhall give you an unexpreſſible re- 
morſe and ſhame : having bartered away your 
fouls for ſuch a thing of nought, and ventured 


your eternal ſalvation, and for ever loſt it, 

for a trifling luſt. 

& tion, of no greater value? (will you then 

&« be forced to ſay) of no greater value, than 

& fo eaſily to be parted with, for the ſhort 

T 
Muſt I leave this world I loved fo dearly, 

cc 

cc 


Are all my good days paſt? Is all my mirth 


„ and joy concluded, and nothing but eter- 
c nal ſorrows to be expected? Muſt all my 
mirth and laughter be exchanged for tears 


0 
cc 
cc 
cc 


and howling ? My eaſe and pleaſure, for 
inſupportable, remedileſs torments ? Muſt 
my guilty ſoul be thus torn from my body, 


40 


place, where it will hate to live, and yet 


' & cannot die? Muſt I ſport, and ſing and 
revel it no more? Muſt I brave it out in 
pride no longer, and reliſh the delights of 


6c 
cc 


& ſenſe no more, no more, for ever? And 


« which is worſe, infinitely worſe ; | Muſt I 
„ make my appearance before my offended 
judge? whoſe threatnings I derided, whoſe 
« wrath I provoked, whoſe commands I con- 
c tradicted, whoſe ſervants I reproached ? &c. 

£9 « Muſt 


3 . — — 


« Was my God, my ſoul, and my ſalva- 


ſatisfaction of a brutiſh forbidden pleaſure ? — 


and bid adieu for ever to all its enjoyments? — 


and from all things in which it took delight, 
to be dragged and hurried to a diſmal 
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Maſt I now appear before the dreadful tri- 
bunal of this juſt, this holy, this inexo— 
rable judge? Is there no hope of eſcaping 
in the crowd, and ſo avoid a trial? Or is 
there no poſſibility of an excuſe, when ar- 


raigned before his bar? Or is there no me- 
thod to be found, to evade the execution of 


his terrible judgment ?/Muſt I hear, and 
hear to my confulion, that epitome of hell 
comprized into a ſentence ; Depart, depart 
from me ye curſed into 0 zung fire? 
Oh! what ſhall I be able to ſay for myſelf, 
when my own Conſcience brings the charge, 
and reads the indictment, and J cannot diſ- 
own, or oP one article of what IT am 
accuſed ? ? 


All the mercies you have received from God, 


all the inſtructive afflictions you have at any 


time met with ;} all the awakening ſermons 
you have heard, all the motions of Goc s fpi- 


rit, and the rebukes of your 9wn, which you 
have reſiſted; all the calls of his word, the 


warnings of his providence, and the threat- 
0 


nings of his wrath, which you have ſlighted; 

your knowledge of your danger, your time and 
ſpace to repent, your former confeſlions of fin, 
your convictions of guilt, your purpoſes to 
reform, the reproofs you have had from 0 
thers, and the promiſes you have made yours 
ſe]ves, may all be muſtered up to your awak- 


ene! thoughts, to ſeize your ſouls with horror 


and confuſion, when you are called by death 
_ topals to this judgment of God, 


And now, chriſtians, it is probable you 


my ſuppoſe and hope that this will be your caſe 3 
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yet the preſent inſtance of this unhappy youth, — 


may convince you that it is poſſible, and more 


than poſſible, For though J never ſaw him 


(to my knowledge) fave on his death bed, yet 
having expreſſed his own deſires, that others 
might take warning by his example, I need not 
ſcruple to acquaint you, (with what I learnt 
from himſelf, and is well known to his fur- 
viving companions) that during his, health, 
he did put the evil day far from him : and yet 
was very apprehenſive of à future judgment, 
and concerned at his own unpreparedneſs, in 


his loft fickneſs; molt heartily confefling -- 


with many tears, that he had indulged to 
youthful] luſts, delighted in wicked company, 
lived in the prophanation of the ſabbath, and 
made a mock of every thing almoſt that Was 
ſerious: and this notwithſtanding the counſels — 
of his friends, and ſome checks of his own. 


_ conſcience. He ſadly bemoaned his forlora = - 


ſtate, as having little or no hope to find mercy 
at the hand of God; penitently confeſſing his 
his own wilfulneſs and folly, that procured it 


to himſelf: and thereupon cried out in the 
bitterneſs of his ſoul, to this effect. Oh! 
« had I Believed and known, what now I do; 


I would have been more concerned to ſe- 
“ cure my everlaſting intereſt ; I would haye 
„% taken more care to avoid temptation 31 
* would have employed my time to better 
“ purpoſes, and attended the miniſtry of the 


© word in another manner, &c. But I fear it is 


* now too late.” And then with the greateſt 


importunity did beg of God to pardon and for- 
FF give him, for the fake of Chriſt: then toſſing 


from 
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from place to place, wringing his hands, and 
Iifting up his eyes to heaven, (with the affect- 
ing vehemence of a deſpairing ſoul) did beſcech 
the aſſiſtance of thoſe rt him, to ſeek to God 
on his behalf. Oh! pray for me, pray for 
«© me, for Chriſt's fake pray for me ; that if 
6 yet mercy may be had, the Lord would take 
&« pity on a miſerable finner. O my fins are 
6 a burden too heavy for me to bear! I have 
& {inn'd, tho' God ſtood by, and ſaw me: [ 
have ſinn'd, tho* my conſcience did rebuke 
« me for it. Again, I have ſinn'd, tho' I 
% reſolv'd to fin no more; I know not what 
« to do, or which way to turn, &c.“ for with 


ſuch words as theſe did he bewai! himſelf, and 
ſignify the horrors of an accuſing conſcience, 


_ Nevertheleſs, for the ſupport of his relations, 


and the encouragement of all returning 1in- 


ners, I am willing to add, that a little before 
bis change, (which was ſudden and unexpected, 

when his friends began to entertain-ſome hopes 
of his recovery) his ſpirit was more compos'd 
and calm, his diſtracting terrors much abated ; 
and the overwhelming fears of death and judg- 
ment, very much ſubdu'd and overcome. 

In his confeſſions of fin, he own'd and ag- 
| gravated his crimes with the greateſt freedom, 
with a deep remorfe of ſpirit, and an hearty 
ſerious ſenſe and feeling of what he ſpake. He 
did not go about to palliate or excuſe his for- 
mer wickedneſs, to leſſen or diminiſh it, by 
ſhifting the blame on the ſubtilty of the devil, 


the biaſs and inclination of a bodily temper, 


the corruption of human nature, or the per- 
ſuaſions of evil company, Kc. altho' this laſt be 


did 
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did very much Jament, as the greateſt ſnare to 


his ſoul, and a principal occaſion of his youth- 


ful fins; and apprehended ruin. — _ 
TY other /zns which an accuſing con- 
ſcience told him of, one that did more particu- 
larly affect his heart, and burden his ſoul, was 
the /n of lying I mention this with an un— 
feigned defire, that all young perſons (appren- 


tices eſpecially) would remember this exam- © 


ple, and reſolve againſt it. 

There is one thing more, which I named 
firſt, and would here take notice of, I mean, 
his ſcoffing humour; and this he acknowledged 
with a great deal of remorſe and ſhame ; that 
when firſt he was an hearer in this place, he 
came with a deſign to droll upon the ſermon, 

and deride the young preacher : but not meet- 
ing with any thing on which to break a jeſt, 
or occaſion mirth and laughter, nothing but 
what was ſerious, and ſuited to the ſolemn 
work and ſervice of a ſabbath, he reſolv'd to 
come again, and accordingly, for ſome time, 
did fo, (I cannot ſay how long) with other 
thoughts of my brethren and me, and of the 
ſerious plainneſs of this our way of worſhipg 
than his former ignorance and prejudices would 


ſuffer him to admit ; and, thanks be to God, 


be is not the only inſtance of this ind. 
Therefore J cannot but ſubjoin, that as re- 
ligion is not the leſs excellent, becauſe ſome 
* fools deſpiſe it; nor ſin the leſs deſtructive, 
| becauſe there be ſome atheiſtical ſcoffers who 
make a mock of fin ; neither is plain and ſe- 
rious preaching (with the purity and ſimplici- 
ty of goſpel worſhip) any whit the more con- 
| temptible, 
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temptible, becauſe ſome that /t in the chair of 


| 


feorners, deride and run it down; ſince theſe 


kind of ſcoffers, are uſually ſuch as caſt off all 
thoughts of God, and an after-reckoning, and 


are no way influenced by the conſideration of 


a future life; to whom heaven and hell are 
words of ſport, and the ſacred ſcripture matter 
of deriſion.. | 

For none, methinks, who are ſerious in the 


practice of religion, and make a conſcience of 


their words and actions, ſhould dare to make 


a mock of the worſhip of God, or thoſe that 


Join therein, whether miniſters or people, only 
upon the account of ſome little difference, from 
that method and way of worſhip, which they 


like beſt, when the ſulſtance and deſign of both 


is apparently the ſame, and believ'd to be ſo. 


Did men but underſtand what they profeſs by 


owning chriſtianity ; did they but believe what 


they underſtand, and practiſe what they pretend 
to believe, a meer reverence and juft regard to 


holy things, would moſt certainly give a check 


to this ſcoffing humour, in reference to thoſe 
who cannot, in all reſpects, conform to their 


_ meaſures, 


6. Laſtly, Conſider the dreadfulneſs and the 


terror of this final judgment, in its ſelf, and its 


certain and immediate conſequences to every un- 


prepared ſinner, whether young or old. 


When the bleed Feſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, to take 


the throne by his Father's order, and judge the 
world in righteouſneſs ; when he that ſtoop'd 
from heaven to earth, to be a ſacrifice for ſin; 
who endur'd the contradiction of ſinn 
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gainſt himſelf, in the days of his fleſh, ſuffer'd 
the cruelty of men, and the wrath of his Fa- 
ther, and the curſed death of the croſs, upon 


our account; when he ſhall come again as 
the judge of quick and dead, we ſhall then have 


other thoughts of Him, ind of ourſelves, than 
we now entertain. 
Sirs, he now offers you a pardon, as the pur- 


chaſe of his death, on eaſy, honourable, and 
advantageous terms; but it will be hen too 


late, and in vain to beg it. He now warns 
you of your danger, and tells you, that the 


end of youthful luſts is death and judgment, 


and eternal wrath. And ien you ſhall know 
that he ſpake in earneſt, and his words were 
true, Noto, as a merciful redeemer, he en- 
treats you to be reconcil'd ; he ſhall en be 


cloathed with vengeance, and appear, to your 


confuſion, as a terrible judge. 
At firſt he came in the form of a ſervant, 
to make our peace with God, and was there- 


upon deſpiſed and rejected of men. But he 


ſhall ſhortly come again, to render vengeance 


to thoſe that would not know him as a prince/ 


and a prophet 3 would not receive his meſſage, 
and yield obedience to his holy goſpel, New 
he offers life, (eternal life) and begs your ac- 
ceptance of it; but he will en puniſh your 
ungrateful refuſal of his offered mercy. / Now 
he entreats you to be happy, and have com- 
paſſion on yourſelves ; ; but en he will be as 
deaf to your entreaties, as you have been to 


his; and that, tho' you ſhould urge him with 


the greateſt importunity poſſible ; tho' you be- 
ſeech him by the mercifulneſs of his nature, 
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by the freeneſ: of his invitation, by the com- 
paſſion of his death, by the merit of his ſuffer- 
ings, by the kindneſs of his ſacrifice, by the 
grace of his goſpel, &c, New you will not 
believe his promiſes 3 but then you ſhall expe- 
rience the execution of his ?hreatnings. Now 
you wil not hearken to his advice and warn— 
ing, but you ſhall ſhortly feel the fad effects of 
your contempt and obſtinacy. \ New you will 


not be conſtrain'd by his dying love; but ere 


long you ſhall know the power of his wrath, 
whether you will or no; for tho? at preſent he 
offer you life, yet, upon your refuſal, he will 
ſhortly pronounce the ſentence of eternal death: 


as yet he invites you to him, but then he will 


bid you depart; Depart from me, ye curſed, 


into everiaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 


his angels. 

From that God, after whoſe image you were 
created, in whoſe favour ſtands your life ; from 
that Saviour who redeemed you by his precious 
blood; and from that Holy Spirit, who would 
have ſanctified you by his grace. 
Depart from me, and from all hopes of fal- 

vation by me. From me, and all the bleſſed 
company of ſaints and angels, that ſhall live 
with me for ever.. „ 

Depart from me, abandoned to an everla{t- 

ing cur/e, (of which both ſouls and bodies ſhal! 


be the wretched unhappy ſubjects) into exgui- 


| / 


ite torments ſet forth by fire; and ſuch as were 
originally delign'd for the apo/tate ſhirits, of 
whom the ſcripture doth ſuppoſe one to be the 
principal ring-leader of all the reſt, and who 
are therefore termed his angels, 
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They who tempted you to ſin, ſhall deride 


your folly, and triumph in your ruin, and be 
your conſtant perpetual tormentors ; ſince the 


fire is unquenchabie, and never goeth out, The 


wicked thall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 


ment *, as the righteous into {fe eternal. + 


Nevertheleſs, how dreadfu] ſoever this ſen- 
tence mult needs be, it is not more intolerable 
in itſelf, than unaveidable to the ſinner: for 
where will you hide from his all-ſeeing eye? 
Or how will you reſiſt the force of his almigh- 


ty arm? As it will be in vain to think of 


ſupporting his wrath, ſo every whit as vain to 
imagine a poſſibility of eſcaping it. Will the 
tears of a deſpairing ſinner extinguiſh the fre 


of Grod's wrath, and quench the flames of 
hell? Wil} his wiſhing he had been wiſer in 


the leaſt avail, when the charge is prov'd, and 
the ſentence paſt ? Whither\ would you flee 
from the juſtice of the judge? Vpitber? But 


to the mercy of a Saviour ? But this Saviour | 


is now the judge, and become your enemy - \a 
light of whom thail awaken the moſt ſlumber- 
ing conſcience, and make the never dying worm 
gnaw your very heart: when you ſhall be 
minded of the calls and invitations you re— 
fuſed, and the warnings you flighted, the con- 


victions you ſtifled, and the vows yeu broke; 
and you be forced to reflect on the vanitics of 


your youth, and ſadly look back on the time 

paſt of your ignorance "= folly. _ 
When, for a light temptation, you run the 

hazard of this heavy puniſhment ; when, for a 


en pleature, you, ventured an endleſs tor- 


2 ment; 
* Mat. xxv. ult. 
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ment; for a mix'd delight, an unmix'd pain; 
for a momentary ſatisfaction, an eternal wrath ; 

for a ſhort ſin, an everlaſting ſorrow. 0 
eternity, eternity ! Is it true, or rather, can it 
poſſibly be falſe, that after millions of ages un- 
der the wrath of God, it will not then be paſt 
the beginning of ſorrows, but an evexlaſting 


vengeance will be yet to come, and will ever be 


to come? O curſed be my wicked compa- 


nions, that inticed me to ſin, and fo to ruin; 


or rather, curſed be my own ſtupidity and 


. folly, that I would not be pe to believe 
what now | know and feel! 


Oh! that I were 


on earth again, and had the benefit of one 
month's ſpace, in order to a ſecond trial ! © 


that I had never ſeen the light ! Or that the 


earth had open'd and ſwallow'd me up in my 


| cradle | or rather, Oh! that in time I had re- 


ceiv'd inſtruction, and heerken'd to reproof | 


Oh! that n time I had believ'd what I was 


told fo plainly, and warned of fo faithfully, 
concerning God, and his righteous judgment. 


Now, that this may never be the caſe of any 


of us, let me conclude with the advice of the 
prophet, * Give glory to the Lord your God, be- 


fore he cauſe darkneſs, and before your feet ſtum— 


ble upon the dark mountains, and while ye lot 


for light, he turn it into the ſhadow of death, 


and mote it grefs * — 
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